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Welcome to our 40 newest USSVI Groton Base Holland Club members - The class of 
2021. 

I offer my Congratulations on reaching this important milestone - that of being Qualified in 
Submarines for fifty years or more! Thank you for your many achievements and sacrifices 
as you have paved the way for me and others to follow. Your are greatly respected and 
admired. Your legacy endures. 

As you know we have had to delay your formal Induction Ceremony into this prestigious 
group, twice. I hope we will be able to hold our Induction Ceremony at Dealey Center on 
Submarine Base New London in 2022. I hope you will consider attending.  

Being formally inducted into this group is very special. It’s our Tradition. Our Heritage. 

A guest who attended one of our Holland Club Induction Ceremony described our 
Induction Ceremony this way: “...After the usual welcome and opening remarks, the 
inductees on the stage were presented, after which the Color Guard Silver Dolphins from 
Submarine School presented the colors. The Pledge of Allegiance and National Anthem 
followed and everyone in the theater participated to the fullest. For me, it was an 
emotional several minutes and I found myself getting a bit teary eyed as the Colors were 
retired.  

Each inductee was then called to center state to receive various certificates presented by 
the Guest Speaker. You could literally feel the pride in that room. The Submarine Veterans 
WWII Creed was then read followed by the USSVI Creed. We all stood.  

The Sailor’s Creed was next and it virtually took one’s breath away. Every Sailor in the 
theater, especially, what appeared to be several hundred in the balcony vocalized this at an 
astonishing volume. The room became quiet for a moment and then exploded in applause.  

I was honored to have been invited to attend such a wonderful ceremony and witness the 
induction of my submarine veteran into the prestigious Holland Club.” 

While you have not been formally Inducted yet, you are now Holland Club members.  

Once again, Congratulation and welcome to our newest USSVI Groton Base Holland Club 
members!  

Rich Cheatham  
USSVI Groton Base Holland Club Chair 



 

GREETINGS FROM  
USSVI NATIONAL HOLLAND CLUB CHAIRMAN  

CMDCM(SS) EDWIN F. “BUD” ATKINS 
QUALIFIED: 1955  GROTON BASE 

Qual Boat: USS Wahoo (SS 565)This is a very special occasion for all Submarine Veterans where we take this 
opportunity to show our appreciation to recognize them in front of their 
shipmates and family members. 

So far, this year we have inducted over 450 Shipmates into the Holland Club. 
This makes us about a total of about 7,500 members into this elite group of 
Submarine Sailors.  

The USSVI has only about 12,000 total members so you can see the Holland 
Club is a large percentage of the USSVI Organization. 

Today we recognize these Submarine Veterans for all their contributions and 
support of the Submarine Force, and to them “well done Shipmate” Thank 
you for your splendid and devoted service. 

Welcome aboard to our USSVI Groton Base Holland Club Class of 2021. 

Thank you, 
USSVI National Holland Club Chairman 
CMDC(SS) Edwin F. “Bud” Atkins



CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM  
GUEST SPEAKER 

REAR ADMIRAL ARNIE LOTRING, USN (RET) 



CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM 
SUBMARINE BASE NEW LONDON  

COMMANDING OFFICER 
CAPTAIN KENNETH CURTIN 



CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM 
SUBMARINE SCHOOL COMMANDING OFFICER  

CAPTAIN STEVE ANTCLIFF 



CONGRATULATORY LETTER FROM COMMANDER 
UNDERSEA WARFIGHTING DEVELOPMENT CENTER  

REAR ADMIRAL RICHARD SEIF 



HISTORY OF THE USSVI HOLLAND CLUB
The Holland Club was established in May 1964 and was adopted as part of the Constitution and 
Bylaws that year. The Holland Club was originally established to recognize those members who had 
been Qualified in Submarines 50 or more years. Truly we are talking about the Pioneers of the United 
States Submarine Navy. 

Of the original listing of 68 names there were 5 Admirals, at least one Medal of Honor recipient, USSVI 
Base Commanders, Chapter Presidents USSV WWII, National Commanders, National Officers, and 
Commissioning crews of both organizations. The men of the Holland Club.  

One of the first Holland Club members was a submariner by the name of Ring Bennett, from Florida. 
Ring was recognized at the 1966 USSVI convention as the oldest living submariner. He Qualified in 
Submarines in 1906. At the time Ring was in his high 90s, and USSVI was just 2 years old. 

Later the USSVI Bylaws were changed that to be eligible for the Holland Club you had to be a member 
of USSVI as a Life Member. This remained in effect for 5 years until 1998, when a change was voted to 
provide all Sub Vets of WWII members who had been Life members in good standings, for at least one 
year, the opportunity to become a Holland Club member. 

Today the requirements have been changed back to the original requirements where any member who 
joins USSVI having been Qualified in Submarines 50 or more years is immediately eligible for the 
Holland Club.  

In 1996, The Perch Base submitted a Holland Club Patch designed by Frank Rumbaugh, denoting the 
50 years of service. These men who lead the way, the men we learned from and who trained and taught 
us to be the best submariners in the greatest submarine navy in the world, in wartime or in peacetime. 
They are the men who showed us the way. Instilled us with pride. Helped us to earn our dolphins and 
set the standards high for all US Navy submariners to achieve. They are the submariners who created 
our submarine heritage. The men who served on R-Boats, S-Boats, O-Boats, and Fleet boats. From 
Diesel to nuclear power. It is certainly an honor to be a member of the Holland Club. They are legends 
of the submarine force. Pride runs deep. 

The first Holland Club Commander was Leroy Hoppe, Thresher Base, who Qualified on USS S-35 in 
1925. Leroy went on eternal patrol April 6, 1999. 

William E. Britt of Requin Base was elected Holland Club Commander in 2000 and served in that 
capacity until 2004. Bill went on eternal patrol June 3, 2012.  

Frank Lister of PC Stryker Base relieved Bill Britt as Holland Club Commander in 2004 and served 
until August 2012. The position title was changed, at Frank’s request, to Holland Club Chairman in 
2008. 

Bub Atkins of Groton Base relieved Frank Lister as Holland Club Chairman in September 2012 and 
still serves. 
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TM3(SS) HARRISON (HARRY) BAKER JR. 
QUALIFIED: 1971 

WEEKI WACHEE BASE / GROTON BASE

In 1968 Harry joined the Navy, the same branch of service his dad spent 20 years in.  He was 
always interested in subs and volunteered for submarine duty.  He completed several schools 
prior to his first assignment to a boat: Basic Enlisted Submarine School in Groton, CT; 
Advanced Undersea Weapons School in Key West, FL; and Missile Launcher School in Dam 
Neck, VA.  

Harry was assigned to the USS GEORGE BANCROFT (SSBN 643) where he made one patrol.  
He then received orders to the USS FRANCIS SCOTT KEY (SSBN 657) where he qualified 
submarines, and made two patrols plus a Panama Canal transit to Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 
for an overhaul. 

Harry left the Navy in 1972 and earned a Bachelor’s degree in Industrial Arts, and a Master’s 
and Sixth Year degree In Administration from Central Connecticut University. He taught 
Industrial Arts at Naugatuck High School; was Principal at the Alternative High School in 
Winsted, CT; and Technology Coordinator in Simsbury, CT where he retired from teaching. 
He holds memberships at two Submarine Veteran Bases - Weeki Wachee, FL where he is Base 
Secretary and Groton, CT.

Qual Boat: USS FRANCIS SCOTT KEY (SSBN 657)



CAPTAIN ANTHONY C. BASILIO 
QUALIFIED: 1970  GROTON BASE

Tony’s first introduction to the Submarine Force was at the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard in the 
early 1950’s when as a Cub Scout, he visited a diesel boat in the reserve basin.  Fast forward to a 
Villanova degree, commissioning, and marriage all in May, 1969.   

In December, 1969, upon graduation from Naval Submarine School, he was assigned to the USS 
JALLAO (SS 368) where he served as Commissary & Supply Officer, Intelligence Officer, and 
Weapons Officer/First Lieutenant.   

One of his proudest achievements was being ‘Weps’ when JALLAO was awarded the Squadron 
Fire Control Excellence Award for 1972.  While on JALLAO for 37 months, he earned his 
Dolphins and deployed multiple times to the North Atlantic, Mediterranean, and Caribbean.  The 
education, experiences, and friends made through that period molded Tony’s introduction to 
adult life and formed the cornerstone building blocks of his life thereafter. 

In January, 1973, Tony reported to Naval Submarine School as an instructor in the Advanced 
Weapons and Tactics Department, and enrolled in the University of Connecticut MBA Program.  
After his instructor tour, Tony left active duty, joined the Reserves and accepted a position with 
Analysis & Technology, Inc. (ANATECH) in North Stonington, CT, and completed his MBA.  

The highlights of Tony’s career included 3 Command tours:  
• Two as a Commander in PA - CO USS EMERY S LAND (AS 39) Det 204, and CO SIMA 

(NRMF) Det 304; and 
• One as a Captain of CO Readiness Unit Williamsport.

Qual Boat: USS JALLAO (SS 368)



CS1(SS) GEORGE L. BOTTS III 
QUALIFIED: 1971 

NEW JERSEY SOUTH  BASE / GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS CUBERA  (SS 347) 

George enlisted in the Navy in the June 1965.  

George went to Boot Camp, MS “A”, Basic Enlisted Submarine School in Groton CT, and then 
transferred to the USS CUBERA SS 347.  

He qualified Submarines on USS CUBERA SS 347 in 1971. 

George also served on the USS RICHARD B. RUSSELL SSN 687, the USS BILLFISH SSN 676, 
and the USS LAFAYETTE SSBN 616. 

George left the Navy in 1982.



STS3(SS) STEVEN BOURNIQUE 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

In the fall of 1969 when Steve decided to leave Chicopee, MA to join the Navy, he had to have his 
Mommy sign for him because of his age. 

While at Basic Training at Great Lakes, IL, Steve volunteered for submarine duty.  After 
wintering over in Illinois, Steve was sent to Sonar School in Key West, FL for the summer.  Sub 
School New London was next, then off to Charleston, SC where he was assigned to the USS 
LEWIS & CLARK (SSBN 644) Gold for the winter patrol of 1970 – 1971.  Being the youngest 
onboard, Steve got to ring in the New Year. 

The second week at sea, Steve became delinquent.  Fortunately, STS1 (SS) Bob Ross took Steve 
under his wing and with his guidance; Steve was able to persevere and proudly qualified on his 
first patrol, 18 March, 1971 as they returned to Charleston to prepare for an overhaul in 
Bremerton, WA.  Before they were to leave for Washington, Steve was transferred to the USS 
ANDREW JACKSON (SSBN 619) B where he made four patrols, the last one as Santa Claus. 

Steve received orders to the USS CORPRAL (SS 346) back at New London.  As the CORPORAL 
was decommissioned in 1973, Steve’s four year commitment ended and he returned to his 
hometown in Massachusetts.  

Qual Boat: USS LEWIS AND CLARK  (SSBN 644) 



MM1(SS) STEPHEN B. CHISHOLM 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Steve joined the Navy in December, 1967.  Following Boot Camp (Great Lakes) and MM ‘A’ 
School, he went to the USS SPERRY (AS 12) for three months before Nuclear Power School 
(Mare Island), SSG Prototype, and Submarine School.  He reported on board the USS WILL 
ROGERS (SSBN 659) B in April, 1970.  Steve qualified in submarines, became a Bluenose – ‘the 
initiation ceremony ended when the HP Brine Pump threw a fireball at me’ -, made five patrols, 
a refueling overhaul, then PSA and another patrol with the Gold crew. 

Steve then transferred to the Naval Submarine Support Facility (NSSF) New London Nuclear 
Repair, where he got to work with the various submarines/power plants on the river planning 
and supervising repairs and shipalts.   

After two years at NSSF, Steve transferred to the USS BERGALL (SSN 667).  After a long 
patrol, a bunch of local operations, and a shipyard overhaul; Steve transferred to separations 
between the 1st and 2nd sea trials – ‘XO, my ID card expires before we get back from sea trials’ - 
and was honorably discharged the day after Thanksgiving, 1979. 

Steve went to work for Electric Boat in Groton, CT where he worked on; pressure hull tapped 
hole inspections for (SSN 615), updating fleet test pressure diagrams for the Advanced Seal 
Delivery System, and the Sturgeon, Seawolf and Virginia Class boats.  

Qual Boat: USS WILL ROGERS (SSBN 659)



MM3 (SS) MICHAEL A. DELEO 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Mike entered the Navy in November, 1969 at Great Lakes where he attended Boot Camp and 
Machinist Mate School.  After finishing M/M School, he went to Sub School in Groton, CT where 
he was one hour from his home. 

Mike posted for duty at Groton on a Nuke boat.  There were approximately 30 in his class and 
about 5 of them wanted Groton.  Well when the assignments posted, Mike and 2 other classmates 
were assigned to Pearl Harbor and the rest to Groton.  And he found out he was assigned to a 
Diesel Boat.  He didn’t even think the Navy still had Diesel Boats (Pig Boats) on active duty.  
Mike will tell you now, he uses the term ‘Pig Boat’ with a great deal of Love and Respect. 

In Pearl, Mike was assigned to the USS BONEFISH (SS 582), one of 3 boats that were the trial 
design for the barrel hull - the subs we all know today.  She was part of the trio they called the 3 
Sisters; USS BLUEBACK (SS 580), USS BARBEL (SS 581), and USS BONEFISH (SS 582).  
Mike said honestly, she looked like a baby BOOMER because she was so short.   

She was great duty and she took him all over the Western Pacific.  A short time after Mike was 
discharged; he realized just how fortunate he was to have been part of her crew.   

Qual Boat: USS BONEFISH (SS 582)



ETR2(SS) DAVID J. DORN SR. 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

David joined the US Navy on Nov. 28, 1967.  In Boot Camp, he volunteered for two more years to 
join the Submarine Service and be an Electronics Technician (ET).  He went on to complete a lot 
of Navy schooling and became a ‘Plank Owner’ on the USS FLYING FISH (SSN 673).   

David transferred to the USS LAPON (SSN 661) on Nov. 17, 1970 because they needed another 
ET.  This messed up his marriage as his fiancée, Jo-Ann Melanson, was not happy.  But it 
worked out – David and Jo-Ann just had their 50th wedding anniversary.  

Upon arriving at the LAPON in Norfolk; he found she was heading to the Med, and learned she 
was a ‘Hall of Fame’ submarine which had already received numerous awards and ribbons. The 
LAPON was the first 637 Class boat to enter the Med, and she won a Navy Unit Commendation 
on the 2nd of David’s two Med runs. 

Although legendary CAPT ‘Whitey’ Mack had just left, a number of the original crew were still 
onboard.  In retrospect, David found that the crew team and organization was by far the best he 
had ever known. 

One day David came on board as usual and was told he was going to shore duty.  As he was 
departing on the forward brow, he heard over the 1 MC ‘DAVID DORN DEPARTING’.  David 
speaking, ‘What a class sub she was’.

Qual Boat: USS LAPON (SSN 661)



SK3(SS) ALEX WALTER DOUCETTE  
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Out of Alex’s six years in the Naval Reserve, 
he served only two short years on Active 
Duty, 1970 - 1972.  His time was on one 
submarine, the USS ENTEMEDOR (SS 340) 
stationed at Sub Base, Groton, CT.   

His two years were action packed with one 
trip to England, two trips to the Caribbean, 
and one trip to Annapolis, MD.   

T h e E N T E M E D O R a l s o w e n t t o 
Portsmouth, NH for a new bow, and to the 
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard for a new 
diesel engine which cancelled their trip to 
the Med. 

Alex wanted to be like his father, a retired 
ETCS (SS) Holland Club Member, so his 
father helped him get into the Reserves and 
Subs.  Fifty years later, here he is.

Qual Boat: USS ENTEMEDOR (SS 340) 



EM2(SS) TED E. DUBAY 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Ted had an interesting path to the submarine force and Nuclear Navy.  His high school English 
teacher convinced him that he wasn’t college material, especially college English courses which 
led him to research which military branch would provide the best education with the added 
benefit of no English classes. 

At 17 years old and just a month after graduating high school; he enlisted in the Navy, 
volunteered for submarine duty, and was designated for Nuclear Power School at Bainbridge, 
MD and Windsor, CT. 

Ted joined the USS HENRY CLAY (SSBN 625) during its shipyard overhaul in Charleston, SC 
where the boat’s missile system was upgraded to the Poseidon C-3 and he was able to participate 
in a test DASO launch.  Subsequent to the overhaul, the CLAY was assigned to Squadron 15 out 
of Pearl Harbor.   

Ted experienced the CLAY’s transit to Pearl Harbor through the Panama Canal, and then 
deterrent patrols out of Guam.  He attributes his successful civilian career in commercial nuclear 
power electrical generation to his time in the submarine service.

Qual Boat: USS HENRY CLAY (SSBN 625) 



RM3 (SS) MICHAEL M. DUNN 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Michael became interested in the Navy as a young man as both his father and grandfather served 
in the Navy.  In 1963 with the loss of the USS THRESHER (SSN 593), Michael became curious 
about submarines.  Well that did it.  He graduated from high school and enlisted in the Navy, 
September, 1970.  After boot camp in Great Lakes, IL, Michael reported to Basic Submarine 
School in Groton, CT.   

Upon graduation from Sub School, he reported to the USS THOMAS A EDISON (SSBN 610) G, 
and qualified on board Dec. 15, 1971.  He left to go to Radioman ‘A’ School in Bainbridge, MD 
where he was Class Petty Officer and was promoted to RM3(SS) on Nov. 24, 1972. 

Michael then received orders to the USS TUSK (SS 426) in Groton, CT.  Aboard the TUSK, he 
helped train a crew of Republic of China sailors to become Submariners, and he was aboard 
when the TUSK was decommissioned on Oct. 18, 1973.  Also while on the TUSK, he married 
Claudia S. Dunn and they have now been married 49 years.   

Michael’s new orders were to report to the USS VON STEUBEN (SSBN 632) B in Charleston, 
SC.  This was Michael’s last boat and he was honorably discharged in January, 1975. 

Michael’s quote: ‘It is an honor being inducted into the Holland Club’, and he wishes all of his 
fellow inductees the best.

Qual Boat: USS THOMAS A. EDISON (SSBN 610) 



 

EM2 (SS) JOSEPH R. FRANKS 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Joseph was born in the coal mining town of Brilliant, AL, and moved to New York City where he spent 
most of his childhood.  His father’s Navy service during World War II on the most heavily damaged US 
Navy ship not to sink, the USS FRANKLIN (CV 13), was his inspiration to join the Navy.  Joseph’s father 
survived when over 800 of his shipmates did not.  Joseph wanted to be a jet pilot, but his eyesight and bad 
grades in school kept him from reaching that goal. 

When he was 16, his friend, a 19 year old diesel mechanic on a diesel submarine, told him about the 
Navy’s nuclear power program - Joseph was fascinated!  When he was 18, he walked into the Navy 
recruiter’s office and said he wanted to join the Navy, go on submarines, and run nuclear reactors.  The 
recruiter said, ‘Sign here’. 

He served on only one sub, the USS NAUTILUS (SSN 571), and had the opportunity to take this historic 
submarine to sea.  They played a Russian submarine during NATO operations, spent 7 days on the 
surface in the Arctic Ocean on a special mission, and spent 7 days at the British submarine base in 
Faslane, Scotland. 

The training and experience he received in the Navy laid the foundation for his 47 years in the 
commercial nuclear field: 32 years in the Operations Department at Millstone Nuclear Power Station in 
Waterford, CT; and then 12 years at more commercial nuclear power plants throughout the US and 
foreign countries.  Joseph thanks the Navy for the great training program, the opportunity to serve on 
such a historic submarine, and for providing the foundation for a great civilian career. 

Joseph cannot finish without saying thank you to his wife Kathy who has been with him since high school, 
and who stuck with him throughout his 6 years in the navy and his 47 years in the civilian nuclear 
industry - which was almost entirely either rotating shift work or positions away from home.  Joseph also 
says thank you to his daughters, Kerry and Colleen, who also supported him during his career.

Qual Boat: USS NAUTILUS (SSN 571)



TMC(SS) RICHARD S. GEDDES 
QUALIFIED: 1971 

NEW JERSEY SOUTH BASE / GROTON BASE

Rick, from East Meadow, NY joined the Navy 2 days after his 18th birthday.  He attended Boot Camp, TM ‘A’ School, 
Polaris Launcher Training and Submarine School. His first ship was the USS PROTEUS (AS 19) as a nuclear weapons 
crane operator.  

He qualified on the USS DANIEL WEBSTER (SSBN 626) B. During his 2nd patrol, the boat conducted a 5 missile 
Operational Test south of the equator.  He was initiated as a Shellback 

Rick was assigned as lead instructor for MT ‘C’ School Launcher Training for 598/608 class boats at Naval Submarine 
Training Center PAC.  His Escape Tower watch station included assisting with hyperbaric chamber rescues. 

He was transferred to the USS TECUMSEH (SSBN 628) in Portsmouth, NH where his collateral duties included Ship’s 
Qualification Officer. Post shipyard, TECUMSEH completed Mk 48 Torpedo Certification with zero deficiencies.  

Rick transferred to the PCU BOSTON (SSN 703). He volunteered for TAD aboard the USS JACK (SSN 605) as 
Torpedo Division Officer. He qualified as COW in two weeks, and trained a Torpedo Division LPO. 

Rick returned to PCU BOSTON where he helped prepare her for commissioning by ensuring the torpedo systems 
worked as designed. He stood his first watch as Duty Chief; then advanced to CPO.  

His first deployment was to the Indian Ocean to make an around the world voyage which included a Captive Carry 
Test of the Tomahawk Missile System. Rick crossed the equator that run and was King Neptune initiating the entire 
wardroom including a young Ensign named James F. Caldwell. Rick traveled through the Panama Canal which, 
coincidentally, his grandfather and his brothers helped dig. 

Upon returning to Groton, Rick learned he had a medical issue that prevented him from continuing in submarines.  He 
transferred to NWS Earle in NJ where he installed Tomahawk Weapons Systems.  Rick conducted the first VLS load 
out of Tomahawks on board the USS PITTSBURGH (SSN 720) and was awarded the Navy Achievement Medal. 

Rick transferred to the USS Fulton (AS 11) as the Special Weapons Leading Chief, repairing long standing issues with 
ordnance handling equipment.  He also planned and executed a complete weapons offload prior to entering a short 
yard period, after which, he completed an onload in record time. Using his contacts at NWS Earle, he ensured that the 
FULTON was the first IMA in the fleet to offload SUBROC when it was removed from service.  

Rick served as Base Commander (1984 -85) at USSVI Groton Base. He retired in September, 1989.

Qual Boat: USS DANIEL WEBSTER  (SSBN 626)



YN3(SS) LAWRENCE GLEASON 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS WILL ROGERS (SSBN 659)

Lawrence enlisted in the Navy in the June 1965.  

Lawrence went to Boot Camp, YN “A”, and then Basic Enlisted Submarine School in 
Groton CT, and then transferred to the USS WILL ROGERS SSBN 659.  

He qualified in Submarines on the USS WILL ROGERS SSBN 659 in 1971. 

Lawrence left the Navy in 1982.



LCDR DAVID B. GUSTAFSON 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

David enlisted in 1969 to avoid being drafted and sent to Vietnam.  He chose submarines to be 1 of 
150 rather than 1 of 500 on an aircraft carrier.  He completed Navy Scuba School in 1974 - 
Nothing like swimming in the Thames in April. 

He followed his ideal career path – made CPO before being commissioned as an LDO, and he 
received his gold dolphins while he still had his gold Ensign bars. 

While assigned to the Submarine Special Projects Detachment in Utah, he rode a freight train 
caboose for 3 days to escort Trident Rocket Motors.   

He also monitored the Environmental Control Systems during a Polar deep freeze – Not a typical 
Submarine Weapons assignment.

Qual Boat: USS LAFAYETTE  (SSBN 616) 



ET1(SS) MARC KASHAR 
QUALIFIED: 1970  GROTON BASE

Marc enlisted in the US Navy at Los Angeles, CA on Apr. 11, 1967; and instead of going 2 hours 
south to San Diego for Basic training, he was sent east to Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, IL.  
After boot camp, he reported across the street to Electronics Technician (ET) Radar Class ‘A’ 
School heading for the skimmer Navy. 

There was a call out for ET volunteers needed for submarine duty.  Marc always had an interest 
in submarines as a boy - touring an old diesel boat in Long Beach, CA, and watching the TV 
documentary series Silent Service.  So up went his hand and within 48 hours on Mar. 30, 1968, he 
arrived at Dam Neck, VA for a crash course in transistor theory.   

Marc attended Navigation Equipment Maintenance School, and upon completion headed 
straight to the USS GEORGE C MARSHALL (SSBN 654) B in June, 1969; bypassing Submarine 
School.  

Qual Boat: USS GEORGE C MARSHALL  (SSBN 654) 



YNCS(SS) HOWARD W. KLIGGE 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Howard’s career started after graduation from Boot Camp when he was assigned to NAMS School 
and learned how to drive an LCVP for landing troops.  Little did he know that was the beginning 
of a cruise half way around the globe to Viet Nam.   

He reenlisted in the Philippines for Yeoman School and upon graduation was stationed at Great 
Lakes, IL.   

When Howard’s tour ended, he was able to live his childhood dream of becoming a Submariner 
and was transferred to the USS SAM HOUSTON (SSBN 609).  Queue ‘Run Silent, Run Deep’.  It 
was a great experience and an opportunity to learn the job of a Submarine Yeoman.  Some of the 
most special assignments of Howard’s career were USS JALLAO (SS 368); USS CLAMAGORE 
(SS 343); NR1; USS INDIANAPOLIS (SSN 697); and the first and finest, USS NAUTILUS (SSN 
571). 

What Howard learned throughout his career was a good work ethic, comradeship, and trust.  
Unlike surface craft, the submarine crew is very tight and needs to really trust their shipmates 
because their life depends on it.

Qual Boat: USS SAM HOUSTON (SSBN 609) 



SN(SS) ROGER A. KUEMPER 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS TULLIBEE (SSN 597) 

Roger enlisted in the Navy in June 1970.  

Roger went to Basic Enlisted Submarine School in Groton CT, and then transferred to 
the USS TREPANG SSN 674 in 1970.  

He later transferred to and Qualified in Submarines on the TULLIBEE SSN 597 in 
1971. 

Roger left the Navy in 1976.



ETN2(SS) CRAIG S. MEGARGLE 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Craig grew up in eastern Pennsylvania and entered the Navy on the Buddy Program with a high school 
classmate. After boot camp he attended Electronics Technician “A” and “C” school in Damneck Virginia, 
and then Basic Enlisted Submarine School at Subase Groton.   

After his schooling Craig reported to the USS Daniel Boone, SSBN 629, as a Navigation Electronics 
Technician. While Craig was onboard, the Boone made three North Atlantic patrols out of Holy Loch, with 
two of those qualifying him as a “BLUENOSE”, by order of “Boreas Rex”. In 1971, during the second 
patrol Craig qualified submarines and departmentally qualified Nav Center Supervisor. 

In 1973 Craig transferred to the USS Benjamin Franklin, SSBN 640 in Groton through a hardship swap. 
His father had passed away earlier, and this transfer allowed him to be closer to his Mom in PA. Craig 
made five patrols in the Mediterranean and while on board the Franklin, qualified as ship’s diver. His first 
open water dive was at night, during dry-docking of the boat in Rota, Spain. A boat in dry dock, especially a 
boomer, is a bit intimidating when you are in the dry dock basin looking up. Craig explains It’s even more 
so at night with the entire boat a foot or two above and you are swimming in and out between the chocks on 
which the boat is resting. But as with all things “Submarine”, it just became another character builder. 

Craig explains the Submarine Service provided him with a foundation and work ethic for a 40 year career 
in the Tech Industry, working with computers. 

In his spare time, Craig also serves the military through reenactments of the 101st Airborne Screaming 
Eagles battles. Craig’s father was an Army paratrooper during WWII and help liberate Corregidor. In 
tribute to his Dad, Craig performs the reenactments as a paratrooper jumping out of C47s, and has earned 
his “Jump Wings”. 

Qual Boat: USS DANIEL BOONE (SSBN 629)



TM2(SS) RAYMOND H. MELOCHE JR. 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE 

Departed on Eternal Patrol:  07/10/2021

Originally from Detroit, Michigan, Ray enlisted in the Navy in October of 1969. Went to San Diego, 
California for Boot Camp, and signed up for submarines (had a fear of getting lost on a big ship).  

After Basic Enlisted Subschool, Ray was assigned to the USS Nautilus, SSN571. Did two tours of mess 
cooking and worked his way to be the Leading Seaman in the Deck Gang. Decided to strike for 
Torpedoman and made 3rd Class, all while qualifying for Topside Watch, Helm/Planesman/Lookout 
Watch, and going to school to become a Nuclear Weapons Technician.  

Ray Qualified Submarines onboard the Nautilus in September of 1971, and then qualified Below Decks 
Watch in port and Aux/Forward Watch underway. He advanced to 2nd Class the summer of 1972.  

The Nautilus went into a shipyard overhaul at Electric Boat in the Autumn of 72, and Ray, along with a 
representative from each division, was assigned to the Supply Operations Assistance Program (SOAP) 
Team to catalog all the spare parts for the ship. Four other boats were going through the same process at 
that time. All of the parts were to be put on IBM cards at the Base computer center for tracking purposes 
(IBM cards were the precursor to discs and thumbdrives). However, the computer center was 
shorthanded, so Ray who had some computer skills he acquired before joining the Navy, was allowed to 
help with processing the IBM cards for his boat and the other four boats. He managed to accomplish this 
in a short time, saving the computer center a significant amount of work and received an Accommodation 
from the Captain for this work. Shortly after Ray became the Leading Petty Officer (LPO) for Torpedo 
Division. 

Ray was discharged from the Navy in October of 1973 as a TM2(SS), and moved his family back to 
Michigan where they spent 16 years. He and his family moved to Rhode Island in January of 1989.  He 
retired from Toray Plastics after 16 years, where he worked as a metalizer. Also worked at Washington 
Trust, as a mail clerk. 

Ray met his wife Janice Ann Malone from Waterford CT, on a blind date, and they married in July of 
1972. Janice and Ray have two children, daughter Roberta, and a son Keith.

Qual Boat: USS NAUTILUS (SSN 571)



YNC(SS) KEITH M. MIDDLESWORTH 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Keith joined the Navy in 1970. 

Keith Qualified in Submarines on the USS GEORGE C. MARSHALL (SSBN 654) in 1971. 

Keith left the Navy in 1993.

Qual Boat: USS GEORGE C. MARSHALL (SSBN 654)



 

MMCM(SS) ROBERT E. NEILL 
QUALIFIED: 1971 GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS PARGO (SSN 650)

Birmingham Alabama is where Bob was raised, and after graduating high school, two years of college 
where he majored in partying, joined the Navy in 1969. Bob went to Machinist Mate “A” school, did a 
short stint at Nuclear Power School (math was not his forte), Basic Enlisted Submarine School and then 
on to the USS PARGO SSN 650. He qualified submarines in September of 1971. 

Bob served as Chief of the Boat on the USS NATHANIEL GREENE SSBN 636 Blue, USS GREENLING 
SSN 614, and the USS COLUMBIA SSN 771. 

Shore commands Bob served at were Command Master Chief at Naval Submarine Support Facility, the 
Deputy Director for the Navy Family Service Center in Groton, and interim Command Master Chief for 
SUBASE New London.  

Memories of Bob’s career include visiting a veterans hospital in Columbia, Missouri while COB on the 
PCU Columbia. One of the patients was a WWII veteran who had cancer and would soon be leaving on 
Eternal Patrol. The Veteran took a picture from his wallet showing Bob and the rest of the visitors a 
picture of the Destroyer he served on for eleven months during the war. The WWII Veteran started 
sharing memories and many tears, and explained those months were his best memories. 

Another highlight for Bob also on the PCU Columbia during the Launching Ceremony. The Ships Sponsor 
was Hillary Clinton whose father was a Chief during WWII. Before the ceremony Mrs Clinton met with 
the crew and their families, and Bob’s Mom and Dad were there for the occasion. Bob’s Dad was also a 
Chief in WWII and was not a Hillary fan. So when he was introduced he said “You are a lot better looking 
in person than on TV”.  She laughed and gave him a big hug. His Dad was a Hillary fan from then on. 

Bob retired from the Navy in July of 1998, and after a short time self employed, went to work for GD 
Lands Systems where he retired from in 2016.  

Bob explains that from the start the Lord’s hand is what has guided him through his many successes. He 
was fortunate to have served with the men and women throughout his career who influenced his decisions, 
actions, and made him a better person and leader. His hope is that he was able to instill something in them 
that when a difficult situation came along, they might ask ”How would the COB do that?” 



MMCM(SS) BARRY ODGERS 
QUALIFIED: 1969  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS STONEWALL JACKSON  (SSN 634) 

Barry is from Portland Oregon. He graduated High School and went to Oregon State University 
and received his Bachelors degree.  

After college, in the summer of 1967 Barry enlisted in the Navy. From Boot Camp went to Basic 
Enlisted Subschool in Groton and then transferred to the USS STONEWALL JACKSON SSBN 
634. He qualified Submarines in 1969. 

Commands Barry served at were the Hydraulic Shop at Naval Submarine Support Facility at 
SUBASE New London, and Squadron 14 out of Holy Loch Scotland.  

After the Navy, Barry worked in the hardware business and retired in 2017. 

Barry has four sons and a daughter.  One of his sons, Anthony, most recently retired from the 
Navy. Anthony served on NR-1 and on the commissioning crew of the USS North Dakota SSN 784. 

 One of Barry’s favorite Navy memories was when his son was serving on NR-1 and Barry got to 
go onboard and sat at the control station on NR-1.



ET1(SS) ROBERT A. PERRITT 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS THOMAS JEFFERSON (SSBN 618)

Robert joined the Navy in 1969. 

Robert Qualified in Submarines on the USS Thomas Jefferson (SSBN 618) in 1971 - Qualified on 
his first patrol.  

He also served on USS Harkness (TAGS-32), and then for several years as an Instructor at FBM 
‘C’ School.  

Robert left the Navy in 1978. 

Robert has served in various capacities at USSVI Groton Base including Base Vice Commander, 
Base Treasurer, Membership/Records Chairman, ITO, Software Architect, and Webmaster. 

Robert is a USSVI Robert Link National Commander’s Award recipient.



 

LCDR THOMAS D. PONKO 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Thomas was a 17 year old from southwestern Pennsylvania, who dropped out of high school . He 
was trying to decide what to do with his life, so in 1970 he signed up for the Navy and went to San 
Diego for his recruit training. There were two ways at that time to almost double your pay, one 
was to volunteer for river boats out of Vietnam, and the other was to volunteer for submarine 
duty. Tom thought this was a no brainer and chose submarines. 

Remembering that Tom was only seventeen when he arrived on his first boat, the Abraham 
Lincoln SSBN 602, his movements were limited. The Lincoln was nuclear powered, and because 
of his age Tom was prohibited from entering the engineering spaces. So Tom spent a considerable 
amount of time as the laundry queen and mess cooking in the early days of his time on the 
Lincoln.  

Tom explains that he was surrounded by professionals who were more than willing to help him 
grow up, no matter what it took. His shipmates like all good submariners were always ready to 
mentor and if necessary recalibrate Tom if he strayed off course, which apparently happened 
frequently in his early days.  

Tom applied for a commission through the Warrant Officer Program and ultimately to the 
Limited Duty Officer Program. Tom retired from the Navy as a LCDR after thirty years of 
service. Tours for Tom included the USS Shark SSN 591, USS Finback SSN 670, USS Newport 
News SSN 750, USS Albany SSN 753, and the Oklahoma City SSN 723. 

There are many of those folks that Tom owes a debt of gratitude which he feels he may never be 
able to repay. Many of those belong to the Groton Base. Tom in particular remembers Joe 
Maruzo, Doc McCance, Joe Powell and Tom Connors.

Qual Boat: USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (SSBN 602)



 

QM2(SS) TIMOTHY A. QUINN 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS THOMAS A EDISON (SSBN 610) 

Tim was born and raised in Tribes Hill New York. Tim graduated from Amsterdam High 
School and received a Bachelor’s degree in sociology from Fordham University. 

After college Tim joined the Navy, went to Boot Camp in San Diego, and then on to 
Quartermaster “A” School and Basic Enlisted Submarine School.  

From Subschool Tim was transferred to the USS THOMAS EDISON SSBN 610 Blue operating 
out of Rota Spain. He Qualified in Submarines in 1971 and made four patrols. 

Tim was then transferred to Floatilla 2 in Rota. He was supposed to get some R & R after the 
last EDISON patrol, but ending up being transferred to the USS BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
SSBN 640 Blue and left on patrol after just three weeks. Tim spent three patrols on the 
FRANKLIN before leaving the Navy in 1974. 

Tim noted: “I’m extremely proud of my service in submarines and cherish the memories of those 
patrols and of the shipmates with whom I served.” 

The New York State Department of Labor is where Tim spent the next thirty years before fully 
retiring in his hometown of Tribes Hill.



 

MSCS(SS) JERRY L. RAMSEY 
QUALIFIED: 1970  GROTON BASE

Jerry was born in Monett Missouri, and raised in San Jose California. He joined the Navy in 1969 after a 
stint in San Jose College, and went to Boot Camp in San Diego. After Basic Subschool in Groton, 
Connecticut, Jerry remembers reporting to the Main Gate in Charleston, South Carolina on a hot humid 
day. Ringing wet he reported to the Squadron for duty on the USS Woodrow Wilson SSBN 624, which was 
out on a Shake Down Cruise. 

When the Boat returned Jerry reported to the Yeoman’s Shack, and gave his orders to leading Yeomen. The 
Captain, James Ramsey happened by and asked if Jerry was reporting aboard, and what his name was. 
The Captain asked if Jerry Ramsey was eligible for advancement to Seaman (E-3), and hence began Jerry’s 
career.  Jerry soon earned his dolphins and enjoyed his tour on board the Wilson, periodically getting the 
Skippers mail and vice versa.  

Along with the USS Andrew Jackson Jerry served at Subase New London Galley where they were awarded 
the Outstanding Ney Award for the best feeder on the East Coast, and the USS George Washington Carver 
SSBN 656 where his galley was nominated for the Squadron Ney Award, best fed boat in the Squadron. 

Senior Chief Ramsey retired from the Navy while onboard the USS George Washington Carver in March of 
1989. His second career was serving as a Correctional Officer where he retired as a Supervisor after 20 
years. 

In his spare time Jerry has been a Boy Scout Troop leader, on the school board at Saint Mary’s Star of the 
Sea, and the Band Booster President at New London High School. 

Jerry met his bride Marie in Hawaii, took her to a drag race event, where she watched the races sitting on 
the hood of his 1962 Ford Falcon. They married at Moffet Field Air Base in California and have been 
married now for 49 years. During their military career Marie and Jerry were approved for temporary 
Foster Care and over the years have cared for thirteen mixed aged children. 

Qual Boat: USS WOODROW WILSON (SSBN 624) 



 

LCDR JOHN R. RANELLI 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

John was raised in Niantic, CT and graduated from St. Bernards High School. During college 
John worked at EB as a summer hire, his introduction to submarines. He graduated from the 
College of the Holy Cross and the Amos Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College. He also 
did his Junior year abroad at the University Loyloa in Rome, Italy and was a Fulbright Scholar. 

Enlisted in June of 1968, and Officer Candidate School in November of that year. Prior to 
Submarine School did a temporary assignment on the USS Dogfish SS 350 and then was assigned 
to the USS Jallao SS 368 after completion of sub school. Qualified submarines on the Jallao in 
June of 1971, and transferred to the Reserves that November. Served in the Reserves for five years, 
including Submarine Development Group 2, before leaving Naval service in 1976. 

John Explains that although his active service was only 4 years long he learned and experienced 
more about people, life, responsibility, and relationships in qualifying and serving as a submariner 
than during the rest of his working career. These learning’s were foundational in establishing the 
critical values that would impact the rest of his life and the way he lived as an individual, husband, 
and father. John says that his submarine service gave him the confidence to succeed and have fun 
at the same time. It defined his life. 

That is evidenced by the successful business career John has had, with more than 12 years as CEO 
of major companies with more than 20 years of Board experience complementing his distinguished 
executive career.  

John is married to Ashley Ranelli and living in Niantic.  John has three grown daughters, Carina, 
Christina, and Jennifer., as well as six Grandchildren. 

Qual Boat: USS JALLAO (SS 368)



 

RM3(SS) HOWARD RATZKY 
QUALIFIED: 1964  GROTON BASE

Howard was born and raised in the Bronx. After High School worked for Triple A (AAA) for two 
years before deciding to enlist in the Navy in the Naval Reserves.  

Howard went to Boot Camp, Radioman “A”, in Great Lakes, Basic Enlisted Submarine School in 
Groton CT, and then transferred to the USS TENCH SS 417. He qualified Submarines in 1964. 

After leaving the Navy in 1965, Howard went to college studying law. After graduation he went to 
work for the state of California in the food and drug investigative branch and became a licensed 
attorney in 1981. He retired from the state of California in 2000 after 31 years of service.  

Howard is married to Susan and has two sons.

Qual Boat: USS TENCH (SS 417)



 

TM1(SS) ROY R. RIMMELE JR. 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS AMBERJACK (SS 522) 
Roy grew up in central Illinois with a father and three Uncles, all but one were Navy WWII 
Veterans. The other was an Army WWII veteran. Enlisted in the Navy in 1970 after a year and 
half of college to avoid draft and the Army. Went to Boot Camp and Basic Electrical and 
Electronics School in Great Lakes and then Roy was off to Torpedoman A School in Orlando, FL 

After Basic Enlisted Submarine School in Groton, Roy was off to the USS AMBERJACK SS 522. 
Roy qualified in Submarines in 1971. Torpedoman C school was next and then to  
SUBASE New London MK 37 torpedo shop.  

Other commands included  USS GILMORE AS-16 in La Maddalena, Italy, the USS GATO SSN 
615 in Pascagoula, Mississippi, and the USS BATFISH SSN 681 out of Charleston, SC. 

Roy, after 23 years was able to talk about one of his memorable events while on Batfish, dubbed 
"Operation Evening Star”.  The Batfish detected a Soviet submarine armed with 16 nuclear 
missiles and bound for America's East Coast. They trailed the Soviet submarine for 50 days 
without being detected, collecting valuable information on how the Soviets operated, said retired 
Rear Adm. Thomas Evans, who commanded the Batfish. ”It was tedious at times," Evans said of 
the mission, which began in South Carolina on March 2, 1978, and lasted 77 days. 

Though it wasn't the first mission to follow the Soviets, nor the last, it was one of the more 
successful, and information on it has been declassified by the Navy. 

Roy Left the Navy in 1978 and went to UCONN for marketing and after a stint in the restaurant 
business, opened up and owned a retail store in Groton. His final job was manager of Groton 
Dominos and retired after 16 years. 

He met his wife Patricia on Easter Break while in college, and married Pat in 1973. Patricia was a 
High School teacher in Ledyard and retired after 38 years.



 

RMC(SS) WILLIAM J. SHAW 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Born in Augusta Maine, Bill graduated High school in December of 1957. He joined the Navy two months 
later. His first duty station was one year special duty at NAS Brunwick, Maine, supporting ASW 
Squadrons. While there Bill volunteered to be a “Flying Radioman” with VP-26 for three months 
transmitting the planes’ position every hours. As a courtesy, the squadron gave him his wings. 

Next was the USS McCaffrey, DDE 860 out of Newport RI, and then Bill transferred to the Naval Radio 
Station in Cutler Maine. This was considered one of the most important transmitters in the Navy. During a 
winter storm that paralyzed all travel for 4 days, Bill and 3 others kept the station operational earning them 
a Letter of Achievement. 

Bill also served on board the USS Lake Champlain, CVS 39, supporting two Gemini capsule recoveries, and 
NAVCOMMSTA, Puerto Rico, where he played fast pitch softball on base, and also played on the Puerto 
Rico National team from 1967-69. 

After Radioman B school at Bainbridge Maryland Bill was assigned to the USS Sam Rayburn SSBN 635 
out of Holy Loch Scotland. He qualified in 1971 and after seven patrols, Bill was transferred to 
COMSUBGRU 2 communications. Here he met Doc McCance. Bill and Doc joined the fast pitch softball 
team playing local teams and some as far away as Washington DC. In 1976 he and Doc made the All-Navy 
fast pitch team in CA.  

RMC(SS) Shaw retired from the Navy in June of 1979 while serving at COMSUBRON 10. 

As a civilian Bill worked for various Defense contractors, his last being with Research and Development 
Solutions, Inc (RDSI) as President, and is currently on the company’s Board of Directors. 

Bill married Miss Marie Violette in 1959 and during the course of their 62 years of married bliss have had 
four children, four grandchildren, and four great grandchildren.

Qual Boat: USS SAM RAYBURN (SSBN 635)



TM1(SS) LEONARD (LENNY) E. SINACORE 
QUALIFIED: 1971   

LONG ISLAND BASE / GROTON BASE 
Departed on Eternal Patrol:  02/21/2021

Qual Boat: USS TROUT (SS 566)

Lenny enlisted in December 1968 as an active reservist. He was on active duty from October 1969 to 
August 1971 on board the USS Trout SS 566 where he earned his Dolphins. He tells a funny story about his 
time on the Trout.  

The story actually started the night before when the Engineer took the new Weapons Officer out because 
he had just qualified. At 0400 the two officers got back to the ship and were not in great condition. The 
ship had orders to move the next morning at 0600 hours to a new berth and the Weapons Officer was 
responsible for the move.  

Lenny was the Below Decks Watch and so at 0600 hours tried to wake the Weps, to no avail. Knowing the 
boat had to move he asked the sleepy Weps if he should station the duty section Maneuvering watch. He 
just grunted, so Lenny took that as a Yes, and stationed the watch. Another grunt and they singled up 
lines, and the final grunt and the ship got underway on the battery with Lenny and the duty section 
Quartermaster, on the Bridge. 

After the boat was tied up and shut down, the Weps showed up on the Bridge and gave the order to single 
up all lines. Lenny said “Excuse me Sir, look around. The Weps went back to bed. 

Lenny rejoined the reserves in 1979 served as the Career Counselor and retired in 1994. After active duty, 
Lenny went to work with New York Telephone where he retired from at age 54. 
   
A little more about Lenny. He was born in Brooklyn NY, moved to Laurelton, Queens NY, apparently to 
meet Joy, his wife to be. Lenny and Joy got married June 15, 1969 while Lenny was on active duty. 

Lenny joined USSVI in 1972 and was a proud member of Sub Vets Long Island Base and Groton Base. 
Lenny served three separate terms as Base Commander of Long Island Base, and won the Subvet of the 
year award for the Long Island Base in 2008. 

Joy explains that Lenny was a Great Husband, Father, Papa and Friend who was loved by all and missed 
by many.  Lenny and Joy have 2 beautiful daughters and 1 granddaughter that he loved very much.



 

FTB2(SS) ALFRED SINGLEMAN JR. 
QUALIFIED: 1971   

ALBANY-SARATOGA BASE / GROTON BASE

Al enlisted in the Navy April 24th 1968 out of college to serve in submarines. Al was hooked on the boats 
after watching the Silent Service TV series and after visiting a GUPPY boat that came up the Hudson River 
to his hometown in Albany NY. 

Boot camp was at Great Lakes Training Center and Al was designated a Seaman MM striker in the nuclear 
power program after enlisting for six years. 

Like his father told him, the Navy will put you where they need you, and sure enough they switched Al to 
the Polaris electronic program. He had several choices for rates, so he chose Fire Control Technician 
Ballistic, as it had the longest training time of 46 weeks. After completion of training at Dam Neck VA, Al 
had a choice of a boat out of HawaiI or the USS Francis Scott Key SSBN 657 out Holy Lock Scotland. Since 
Al does not like hot weather and Scotland had better beer he went with the Key.  

Al will never forget the first time he saw the Key or that submarine smell that we all love. She was tied up 
to the Tender bathed in amber lights in cold misty rain that is Scotland. 

The crew had only three out of six FTBs watch standers qualified, so Al was automatically double 
delinquent when he got to the boat. He was assigned as the optical alignment group operator in upper level 
missile compartment becoming a specialist on it for five patrols. Al got his dolphins on January 7th 1971 
and after nine patrols and a conversion/refueling yard period in Bremerton WA, Al left the NAVY on 
3/19/75 as an FTB2(SS).  

After the Navy Al worked for various computer companies until his retirement in 2010. Al also has a small 
business making model yachts, submarines and sailing trophies. From 2015 to 2019 Al built from plans a 20 
foot 1960 cabin cruiser. 

He joined USSVI in 1998 and in 2000 was plank owner and vice commander of the Albany Saratoga Base. 
His accomplishments in USSVI include; two time commander of the Albany/Saratoga base, Eastern Region 
district 5 commander, two time USSVI National secretary, two time USSVI junior vice commander, USSVI 
national commander, and USSVI charitable foundation president.  

While in the Navy Al married Diane in 1970, and have two children, a boy Scott and a daughter Lisa. Scott 
now works at KAPL as an account/auditor, and Lisa is an elementary teacher.

Qual Boat: USS FRANCIS SCOTT KEY (SSBN 657)



 

MM2(SS) GEORGE H. SKILES 
QUALIFIED: 1969  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS LEWIS AND CLARK (SSBN 644)

Joined Navy on 3 January 1967, shortly after High School with the naive motion of going into submarines.  
I did notice that the interview person noted submarine and flight duty.  I explained I did not want 
anything to do with airplanes. He deleted the reference. (I flew over the Atlantic six times.) As everyone 
can guess I was headed to submarines. I Finished Boot Camp and Sub School flew to Charleston, SC to be 
assigned to the Lewis & Clark.  

I was assigned to the most highly sought after job (MESS COOK). My first dive the Main Induction stuck 
open and flooded the fan room. I spent the rest of the night with the A Gang clearing water and finished 
just in time for my next shift.  Because I worked so hard I was promoted to TDU operator in addition to 
mess cook and working on Quals.  

During turnover for my second  patrol while working with the deck gang, the scaffolding fell from the sail 
and landed on my head. I could not move or talk.  I was transported to Charleston Naval Hospital with a 
fractured scull, concussion and other minor items. I remained in the hospital and convalescent for a 
month.    

During the time I was waiting for my boat, I saw on the news that a nuclear submarine was missing and 
presumed lost. I ended up with such mixed feelings when I heard it was the Scorpion and not the Lewis & 
Clark.. 

I qualified on my next patrol and was assigned to the A-Gang.  I completed six patrols and grew up, met 
great people, had so may great experiences and learned more that I could ever imagined. 

After the Navy, I worked at United Nuclear for 25 years making Navy Reactors. The uranium came in as a 
powder and left as a reactor.  I was lucky enough to work in every department. After United Nuclear I 
finished college and worked for the State of Connecticut as a Veterans Service Officer. I am now retired 
and spend my time between St. Petersburg, FL and Old Lyme, CT.



 

CAPTAIN ROY M. SPRINGER JR. 
QUALIFIED: 1953  GROTON BASE

Roy saw his first submarine up close and personal at the America Dock at the Naval Academy when he was 
9 years old in 1937 and the seed was planted. Three weeks after high school graduation, rather than being 
drafted into the Army, Roy enlisted in the Naval Reserve three days before he was 18. Roy applied for an 
appointment to the Naval Academy while in boot camp and was accepted. 

Roy applied for submarines in the 1950s, but you had to be a qualified OOD at sea in a surface combatant 
ship in order to qualify. So Roy spent a year and a half on a front line destroyer assigned to the sixth fleet in 
the Mediterranean. 

His first submarine assignment was aboard the USS Corsair SS 435, the last fleet type submarine delivered 
to the Navy by EB in 1946. Corsair was assigned to Submarine Group Two conducting Submarine warfare 
analysis. While on board the Corsair, Roy qualified in Submarines in 1953. 

After tours on three more diesel submarines Roy took command of the USS Albacore AGSS 569. While Roy 
was CO, during trials in July 1965, the Albacore set the world record for submarine submerged speed for 
the second time with her new propulsion motors and the one and only silver/zinc battery. 

Other assignments include the Atlantic Submarine Force Staff, involved in the search and subsequent 
investigation of the loss of the USS Thresher SSN 593, the Plans Officer for Hunter/killer Force Atlantic 
Fleet/Commander Carrier Division 16, and finally Chief Staff Officer Naval Underwater Systems Newport/
New London. 

While in the Naval Academy Roy met Elizabeth Charlotte Roes on a blind date set up by their uncles. They 
married on 20 October 1951 and spent almost 70 years together before she passed most recently. 

They have a girl and two boys, Amanda is an author editor and ghost writer, Roy the III works on the cross 
sound ferry, and Jason and is an architect in Boston.

Qual Boat: USS CORSAIR (SS 435)



 

RMC(SS) THOMAS H. STEVENS III 
QUALIFIED: 1971  GROTON BASE

Born and raised in Shelton CT, Tom quit high school in his senior year to join the Marines. His parents 
wouldn’t sign for him and sent him to finish his senior year in University School in Bridgeport. 

Tom joined the Navy in 1968, went to boot camp in Great Lakes, and then Radioman school in Bainbridge 
Maryland. His first duty station was COMSTA in Londondary Ireland. While there he signed up for 
submarines and went to Holy Loch to get his sub physical. Had to cheat during the eye test to pass, but was 
successful. 

Tom was assigned to the USS John Marshall, SSBN 611 where he learned about seasickness. He had to have 
dramamine whenever he was underway. Tom qualified on his second patrol in 1971 and served on board 
until 1973. 

Tom went to SUBASE Groton, for shore duty at the Teletype and Crypto Repair facility. After two years 
Tom transferred to the PCU Omaha SSN 692 in 1975. After commissioning and trials in 1977, Tom left 
during change of homeport and went to the USS George Marshall SSBN654. 

After three years on board the Marshall, Tom went to COMIBERLANT in Portugal. Three more years of 
terrible duty. Tom also did a one year stint on the USS Sam Rayburn SSBN 635, and two years on the USS 
Andrew Jackson SSBN 619, after which he retired from the Navy. 

Tom worked A short period at SUPSHIPS Groton, and then transferred to SPAWARS, working on lower 
base, Groton. 

Also while in Ireland, met Eileen McKeefrey. They married in Ireland, and have spent 52 years together. 
They have one son, Thomas H. Stevens the IV, three grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. 

Tom tells us he will never forget his time in the Navy with the Brothers of the Phin, and with the good and 
bad would do it all over again.

Qual Boat: USS JOHN MARSHALL (SSBN 611)



 

FTB2(SS) RAYMOND THEOBALD 
QUALIFIED: 1970  GROTON BASE

Ray is from Lodi New Jersey. He graduated from high school in 1963, and one month later 3 days before his 
18th birthday enlisted in the Navy. This provided Ray with a kiddy cruise status, allowing him to get out the 
day before turning 21. However that date changed after graduating from Fire Technician (FT) training 
school and signing up for sub service. Multiple signatures resulted in Ray serving a total of 7 years. 

After Boot Camp and FT A School, Basic enlisted Sub School, and FT C school, Ray finally went to 
Charleston for duty on the USS ALEXANDER HAMILTON SSBN 617.  Ray did four patrols on the 
HAMILTON out of Holy Loch, Scotland. He qualified during his second patrol in 1967. After Holy Loch, 
Ray went with the HAMILTON to Electric Boat, Groton for overhaul, and then did three more patrols out 
of ROTA SPAIN. 

Ray tells us of one scary event while on the HAMILTON, when the ship started to submerge and the 
snorkel head valve failed to shut. This resulted in water being ingested into the ventilation system and 
pumped throughout the boat with all compartments reporting flooding. The ship temporarily lost power 
and was going down backwards. They finally regained power and literally drove themselves up to the 
surface. 

Ray left the Navy in June of 1970 and went to work for Digital Equipment Corporation out of 
Massachusetts as an engineer. Ray worked his way up in the company to manager responsible for 28 
resident engineers and customers in 3 states before he retired in 2010. 

In 1969, during the shipyard overhaul at EB, Ray and a buddy were out cruising as sailors do. That is when 
Ray met Jeanne and the rest of the 52 years are history. They have 4 children, 2 boys and 2 girls, and seven 
grandchildren. Starting in 2011, Ray and his wife have traveled across the country, visiting sites and 
National Parks in all 48 states and Nova Scotia. 

Qual Boat: USS ALEXANDER HAMILTON (SSBN 617) 



 

IC2(SS) RAYMOND G. TRIPODINA 
QUALIFIED: 1970  GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS HARDHEAD (SS 365)

Ray joined the Navy in 1968. 

He Qualified in Submarines on the USS HARDHEAD (SS 365) in 1970.  

Ray also served on the USS FRANCIS SCOTT KEY (SSBN 657). 

Ray left the Navy in 1971.



 

EN2(SS) CHAD UNDERKOFFLER 
QUALIFIED: 1971  

REQUIN BASE / GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS DACE (SSN 607)

Canonsburg, PA, the home of Perry Como is where Chad was raised. After High School, he did 
one year of business school and then joined the Navy in May of 1967. 

His first command was the USS Great Sitkin AE-17 which spent much of it’s time in Vietnam. 
While onboard Chad applied for Submarines and was sent to Auxiliary Package Course and then 
to Basic Enlisted Submarine School in New London.  
Chad was transferred to the USS DACE SSN 607 in 1970, to A-Gang and qualified in 1971. 

After leaving the Navy in 1972, Chad went to work in the mining industry and retired as President 
and CEO of the Murray Energy Corporation. 

Chad is a member of the Requin Base out of Pittsburg, PA and is the COB. 

Chad is married to Judith and he has a son and a daughter and two Grandchildren.



 

RMCS(SS) JAMES F. WEAVER 
QUALIFIED: 1971 GROTON BASE

James joined the Navy in August of 1970 and went to San Diego for Boot Camp. He was sent to the USS 
DACE SSN607 and qualified in Submarines on February 1971, on the same day the command recognized 
him as a RM striker.  He was advanced to RM3 while attending Radioman A school in Bainbridge 
Maryland. 

Other Boats James served on were the USS Jack SSN 605, the USS Wahoo SS 565, USS George Washington 
Carver SSBN 656, and the USS Blueback SS 581. He retired from the Navy late in 1971 as an RMCS(SS). 

There are lots of stories James has about his journeys as a Submariner and Radioman, but his favorite will 
always be something that happened during Desert Storm in Riyadh Saudi Arabia at the ministry of Defense 
and Aviation. This was General Schwarzkopf headquarters during the conflict, and James was deployed as 
the Senior Technical Advisor for the Satellite Communications System.  

One evening James was at the headquarters checking on members of his team and happened to walk by the 
General. James was dressed in the typical desert cammies of the time, with embroidered dolphins proudly 
displayed. The General stopped and asked “Are those Submarine Dolphins?” “Yes sir” was his response. 
The General said “What is a Submariner doing on my staff, the Army has communicators?” James’ quick 
response was “Because we are the Best General”. The General looked at James for a moment, smiled, 
nodded and walked away. It’s hard to argue with the truth. 

Through 50 years as a RM, from morse code and 50-baud teletype to 8 meg-bit per second worldwide 
networks, James says he will continue to look forward to what comes next for his Submarine Radio Room. 

James did manage to have a family life as well, and married Debbie Cox in February of 1975, whose Dad 
was a retired Electricians Mate Submarines. They have two children, son Jamie and daughter Cindy, and 
five Grandchildren.

Qual Boat: USS DACE (SSN 607)



MTC(SS/DV) RICHARD L. WILLIS 
QUALIFIED: 1971 GROTON BASE

Qual Boat: USS GEORGE BANCROFT (SSBN 643) 

Dick joined the Navy in 1969. 

Dick Qualified in Submarines on the USS GEORGE BANCROFT (SSBN 643) in 1971. Dick also 
served on the USS ANDREW JACKSON (SSBN 619), USS SAM RAYBURN (SSBN 635), USS 
DANIEL WEBSTER (SSBN 626), USS KAMEHAMEHA (SSBN 642), and USS JAMES K. POLK 
(SSBN 645). Dick was a qualified scubadiver, a Career Counselor, MT Detailer and an Instructor. 
He was a Blue Nose and Shellback. 

Dick completed 13 SSBN Deterrent Patrols in total. He retired from the Navy in 1989.


