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USSVI Groton Base 
860.445.5262 

40 School St., Groton CT 
06340 

www.ussvigroton.org  

Membership Meeting  
Minutes Rev. a   
2026 06-01 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Base Commander (BC) (Steven Ricard) called the meeting to order at (1830).  A quorum was present.  
Members in attendance (44).  ZOOM Attendance (10).  Pledge of Allegiance was led by (Bob Fedder).  
Opening prayer by Base Chaplain (Asst J. Carcioppolo).  SUBVETS Creed was led by (BC Steven Ricard). 
Tolling of the Boats presented by JVCDR (Jim Lawton).   

INTRODUCTIONS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Will Short made a presentation regarding the finding of the USS Herring (SS) 233. 

RECOGNITION OF VIP AND GUESTS: 
Introduced and recognized New Members & First Meeting participants  
Recognized National Officers 
Recognized former Base Commanders 
Recognized WWII Members present 
Recognized Holland Club Members 
Recognized Chris Quijada Distinguished Member of the year 
Recognized Joe Negri Recipients 
Recognized Robert Link Recipients 

MEMBERSHIP SOUND-OFF: 
 

BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORTS: 

BASE COMMANDER (BC) REPORT: 
Discussed pending Walmart $1000 grant  
Discussed golf tournament awarding two rounds to SUBASE CO and SUBSCHOL CO as a thank you for 
their continued support. If not available, perhaps giving to the SUBASE and SUBSCHOL Sailors of the Year  
Announced he had a discussion with National about promoting USSVI Convention  

TREASURERS REPORT: 
HIGHLIGHTS MAY 2026 
Edward Jones – more dollars transferred to get higher interest 4% 

Reimbursement to members 
• Testing out only using zelle or venmo or paypal 
In Progress 

• Document issues with National database 

Resolve problem with main front door 

Donations to date $31,759.38 
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SECRETARY REPORT/ARCHIVES: 
Minutes of the 04 May 2026 membership meeting was approved unanimously  
There wasn’t any correspondence. 
It was noted that swearing in of Alvin Kinall for Base Secretary and Dominick Grimaldi for Sr. Vice 
Commander for the 2026 -2028 term was conducted by BC Steve Ricard. 

SR. VICE REPORT: Dominick Grimaldi 
No report 

JR. VICE REPORT: Jim Lawton 
Made an appeal for members and their guests to come to clubhouse for happy hour Tuesday through 
Friday 3-6PM.  The Happy Hour consists of your favorite libation, food and great conversation.  He is issuing 
tickets with your name that is put into a weekly drawing.  He is thinking about drawing winners will receive 
a gift card from local retail stores. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 
No Report 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

MEMBERSHIP: BC Ricard 
Total Membership   1047 
National Life Membership  858 
Groton Base Life Membership 404 
Holland Club Membership  657 
Associate Membership   61 

SUBSCHOL GRADUATION SCHEDULE: BC Ricard 
BC Ricard appealed to membership for members to volunteer as SUBVET representatives to speak at 
BESS, SOBC and SOAC graduations. 

CHAPLAIN REPORT:  Earl Colella/John Carcioppolo 
Honors Detail:   
LCDR William “Bill” Fatek Jr. Honors were held on May 9, 2026.Present were John Carcioppolo, Earl 
Colella, Rob Davis, Alex Ducette, Bob Dulin, Dennis Hopkins, Al Kinsall 
ETCM(SS) Raymond Zujus Honors were held on 7 May.  
Former Member 
EN2(SS) Dale Mackay Departed on Eternal Patrol 29 May 2026 
TMCM(SS) Charles Hall departed on Eternal Patrol 30 April 2026 

HOLLAND CLUB: John Carcioppolo 
April Lunch 
Total Meals 50 total includes 4 comps 

Total Income  
Meals   $835  
50/50  $295  
Donation $40  
Total  $1170 
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Total Expenses  

Meals ($10 x 65) $550 
Gratuity ($1 x 50) $60.00  
50/50   $0 
Total   $610   
Net   $560   

 

• 19 May Guest Speaker –  Tom Barnhart Groton Sail Association, Purchased a paver from Holland 
Club 

• 50/50 won by Alex Ducette donated $145 to Holland Club. 
UPCOMING HOLLAND CLUB LUNCHES 
16 June Guest Speaker - Captain Philip Castellano CSS-12 
21 July Guest Speaker – Tentative CO USS SOUTH DAKOTA (SSN 790) 

HOLLAND CLUB LUNCHEON RSVP Cut off Wednesday 10 Jun. 
HOLLAND CLUB 2026 6 June 2026 49 inductees. 16 Non-Attendees and 33 people on stage.  

• $625 Donations Total  $5230 
• Total Expenses:  $2606.45   
• Hot Wash Meeting 11 Jun 3:30 Clubhouse 
• Reception following the ceremony. Potluck Dishes. 

Red Hat  Mid – Late June 

COLOR GUARD REPORT: Bob Sharpe 
Preparing for 4th of July Parade/Tow People Mover/Tow Submarine/ People who wish to ride in people 
mover should muster at club house no later then 0830.   

EAGLE SCOUT PROGRAM: Jim Weaver 
Program start up underway.  Will keep base informed of progress 

SMALL STORES: Alex Doucette 
Announced he is looking for ideas regarding 2027 challenge coin input.   

DOCENT COORDINATOR: BC Ricard 
Requesting replacement for Artie Gager  

DMV LIAISON: Michael Hodges 
No report 

KAP (SS) 4 KIDS PROGRAM: John Riley 
Bob Dulin reported that John is still south on a family matter.  However, John states when he gets back he 
will start up the program again. 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: Marion Galbraith 
Dick Wornock reported that the Memorial day ceremony went well at the Groton municipal building.  He 
also reported that the flowers have been planted at the SUBVETS memorial 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER: Jim Lawton 
No report 
 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: Greg Kane 
The Groton Base, United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. is pleased to recognize Jacob Daniel Bookmiller 
of Niantic, Connecticut, as the 2026 Groton Base USSVI Scholarship Awardee. Jacob was recognized with 
his family at a ceremony prior to the June Membership meeting.   

Jacob is the son of Jason Bookmiller and Carin Bookmiller, and his scholarship sponsor is his grandfather, 
Eric Bookmiller, MMCS/SS. A graduate of East Lyme High School, Jacob has been appointed to the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy, Class of 2030, where he plans to study Marine Engineering. His 
application reflects strong academic success, including rigorous coursework in engineering, CAD, physics, 
calculus, and AP courses, along with a reported SAT score of 1310. Beyond the classroom, Jacob has 
distinguished himself through athletics, Scouting, volunteer service, and hands-on technical work, 
including experience as a mechanical designer intern at Electric Boat General Dynamics in Groton.   

Jacob’s record also reflects the values of service, leadership, and commitment that are central to the 
Submarine Veterans Creed. His family has a long tradition of military service, including his father’s service 
in the Merchant Marine Navy Reserve and his grandfather’s 20 years serving on nuclear submarines. In his 
essay on what the Submarine Veterans Creed means to him, Jacob wrote that the Creed is “a statement 
about memory, responsibility, and purpose,” adding that “remembering is a form of accountability” and 
that the United States and its Constitution connect “personal sacrifice to a larger set of ideals.” The 
scholarship will be formally awarded at the Club in Groton on June 1 at the Membership Meeting, where 
Groton Base members will have the opportunity to congratulate Jacob and wish him success as he begins 
his next chapter at the United States Merchant Marine Academy.  

CONGRATULATIONS JACOB DANIEL BOOKMILLER 

 

VETERAN AFFAIRS: Brian Hague 
Reported that if you go to West Haven VA Campus to go early due to construction and lower and upper 
parking lots are being used for construction staging area’s 

WEST PORT SATGRP: Paul Grammer 
Reported that June 2 is the WPSG summer picnic at Port Five, and June 4th is the monthly meeting.  He 
invited all to both events. 

STAN MATHIS MEMORIAL COMMITTEE:  Paul Skalski 
Reports that the Kentucky Derby dinner went well.  Next monthly club dinner is July 18th  It’s a POTLUCK 
dinner.  Please bring your favorite dish to share.  He is Planning the members Christmas party for 
December 5th – more to come.  He is requesting support for cooks and galley, servers to help with member 
monthly dinners.   

CLOSING EVENTS: 

GOOD OF THE ORDER:   
Working on the flagpole to hold more flags 
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6/15 1200 Memorial service at the USS Nautilus  - SUBVETS to provide prayers and taps 
6/20 Veterans BBQ at Westbrook Elks 

ATTENDANCE DRAWING – Hat/Coin  
Won by Bob Fedder 

50/50 DRAWING –  $120.00 
Won by Paul Skalski $60.00 

CLOSING PRAYER – John Carcioppolo 

MEETING ADJOURNED: Meeting adjourned at 1945 

 

Minutes submitted by:  
Alvin G. Kinsall, Base Secretary 

Minutes Approved by membership: 
Date:   

Next meeting set for July 6, 2026, at 1830 


