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USSVI Groton Base  
Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
10 June 2024 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY COMMANDER STEVE RICARD AT 

1830. 

In attendance (in person and zoom) 32 members.   

The pledge of allegiance was led by Alvin Kinsall. 

Opening prayer by John Carcioppolo. 

Tolling of the lost boats prepared and presented by Jim Lawton. 

COMMANDERS REPORT 

CDR Ricard announced the appointment of John Carcioppolo as 

Holland club Chairman relieving Rich Cheatham who stepped down 

from the position following the 2024 Induction ceremony. 

He expressed sincere thank you for all who participated and 

attended the 60th Anniversary.  

He also announced that the Base needs someone to step up and 

take the Base Secretary position because All Kinsall did not run 

for office. 

TREASURERS REPORT 

Base Treasurer Charlie Murray reported all bill paid. 

Anniversary and Annual Appeal dollars have been deposited – 

Anniversary $42,000 and Annual Appeal $24,000. 

He reported that thank you receipts have been sent by email. 

He is in the process of opening Bank America accounts under new 

EIN. New Debit cards will be issued.  He stated that it will 

take at least 45 days to make the transition. 
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He also commented about Life Memberships for Groton Base which 

will parallel national life memberships.   

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Minutes for May membership meeting was approved without 

objection by vote of membership present.   

Secretary Al Kinsall provided a preliminary report of income 

from the Anniversary events.  Received correspondence from the 

Big Apple Base in appreciation of Anniversary events.  

SR VICE COMMANDER REPORT 

VCDR Robert Perritt states provided income and expense for first 

5 months of 2024. Income and expenses was much greater than 

forecast 

Income (Actual) 149,186 (Budget) 106,701 (Over Budget) 42,485  

Cost of Goods Sold (Actual) 38,394 (Budget) 29,166 (Over Budget) 

9,228  

Expenses (Actual) 90.047 (Budget) 74,399 (Over Budget) 15,647  

Net Income (Actual) 20,871 (Budget) 3,138 (Over Budget) 17,733 

JR VICE COMMANDER REPORT 

Base Commander Ricard reported for JVCDR Skalski who is on 

vacation, that there is a need for Volunteer bartenders to work 

receptions as needed.  Also, brunch crews needed to help out 

once a month.  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN REPORT 

Chairman Jeff Flesher reports membership roles at 1140 members, 

Life National Members 852, Holland Club 629 and Assoc Members 
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74.  He also endorsed the bylaw change for Groton Base Life 

membership   

HOLLAND CLUB REPORT 

Holland Club Chair sent his remarks thanking all who 

participated in the induction and passed the baton to John 

Carcioppolo as chairman of HC. 

He reported that the next HC luncheon is June 18, 2022 – CAPT 

Curtin will be guest speaker. 

KAP(SS)4KID(SS) REPORT 

On May 23rd, the Groton Base Kap(SS) 4 Kids Team of Bob Dulin, 

Bob Sharpe, Payton Jones MMN1(SS), and John Riley, visited Kids 

at Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital. We made 14 Kids Honorary 

Submariners! As usual, we had lots of fun with the Kids as we 

welcomed them into our Submariner Family. Payton is a new member 

of our K4K Team. He is an active duty Qualified Submariner, 

stationed at the USS Nautilus Submarine Force Museum in Groton 

CT, and was a Big Hit with the Kids!  

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

May was a busy month for the Memorial Committee. The full 

committee met in mid May to take care of the planting. Flower 

beds were turned, flowers planted, and mulch laid. In addition, 

members of the committee met with Peter Legnos to review some 

needed touch ups on the sail. The Committee worked with John 

Carcioppolo and Steve Ricard to plan and set up for the Memorial 

Day Observance. We were pleased to be able to hold the 

observance at the Memorial after several years at the Municipal 
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Building. The committee worked with SUBSCHOOL volunteers to 

dress the USS 6 Flasher on the day of the observance. Thanks to 

John Carcioppolo’s efforts the press was fully alerted. 

Attendance and coverage were superb. Later in the week, Dick 

Warnock and Rob Davis again dressed the USS Flasher for the 

anniversary weekend. The memorial is often used for events, 

particularly for re-enlistments, and later in June will be used 

for a private memorial service. 

 

COLOR GUARD 

Bob Sharpe reported he will be setting up color guard for Groton 

4th July Parade. 

VETRANS AFFAIRS 

Chairman Brian Hague stated if you have a VA ID Card to check 

the expiration date so you don’t go past it.   

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Scholarship Awardees 2024 Student: Xavier Quinn Lives in Norwich 

CT Son of Kristin and Michael Quinn Sponsored by Grandfather 

Submarine Veteran David Gustafson - Graduate of Norwich 

Technical High School Attending the Three Rivers Community 

College and planning on a career in Nuclear Engineering Along 

with his normal academic studies, Xavier is certified in OSHA, 

the Fluke Meter, and Multimeter and is a licensed Recreational 

Drone Pilot. His honors include membership in the National 

Society of High School Scholars, and he has succeeded in 

numerous AP-level classes. Xavier is graduating with a 3.7 Grade 
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Point Average. Student: Justin Couture Lives in Sherill, New 

York Son of Chris and Jarnel Couture Sponsored by His 

Grandfather, Robert Gustafson Will Graduate from Vernon-Verona-

Sherrill High School Attending Utica University, where he will 

major in Marketing with a focus on Digital Marketing for Sports 

Justin Was the Captain of his Varsity Soccer Team and a 

Sectional qualifier in both Indoor and Outdoor Track and field. 

He also Volunteers for the Terri Brodeur Breast Cancer 

Foundation and the Second Chance Boxer Rescue Organization. His 

Academic Achievements include success 9n both AP and High School 

courses, where he earned college credit. Justin works at two 

food service establishments where he is both a kitchen help and 

a server for special occasions. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Vacancy for Base Secretary 

NEW BUSINESS 

Next meeting we will take up the recommended change to Bylaws 

allowing Groton Base Life Memberships  

CLOSING EVENTS 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: Charlie Murray reminded members that there is 

a National Election and don’t forget to vote. 

PAPER BALLOTS AVAILABLE • ON LINE BALLOTS AVAILABLE LATER THIS 

MONTH • ELECTIONS CLOSE AUGUST 17TH • Personal – consider your 

vote for Jeff Walsh for Regional Director 
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MEETING ATTENDANCE DRAWING:  Winner Mark Wiggins “Coin” 

METTING 50/50 DRAWING:  Steve Ricard wins $59 – House $59 to the 

Treasurer – Winning returned to treasurer for general funds. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  John Carcioppolo 

MEETING ADJOURN:  at 1925 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Alvin G. Kinsall 18 June 2024 

MINUTES APPROVED 

 


