UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC.
GROTON BASE

MEETING MINUTES 02 FEBRUARY 2026

The meeting was called to order by the Base Commander S. Ricard at 1830.

In attendance (in person (20) and Zoom (12)) for a total of 32 members.

Alex Doucette led the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Base Chaplin led the opening prayer.

The Base Commander led the SUBVETS CREED.

The Tolling of the Lost Boats was prepared and presented by PAO Jim Lawton.
BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING.

BASE COMMANDER: STEVE RICARD

Introduced and recognized New Members & First Meeting participants
Recognized National Officers present

Recognized Former Base Commanders present

Recognized WWII Members present

Recognized Holland Club Members present

Recognized Chris Quijada Distinguished Member of the Year Award
Recognized past Joe Negri Recipients

Recognized Robert Link Recipients

Membership Sound Off: (Optional) Please stand and sound off — Your name and Year Qualified.

ANYONE QUALIFIED

PRIOR TO 1946

1946 — 1989 COLD WAR BOATS
1990 — 2024

Associate Members

* PRESENTATIONS: NONE

Any connections that anyone may have that has a sea going container 20X10 or 20X8 for out back to
store all the miscellaneous stuff that we have gathered.

Need a Propane Tank Storage Container.

E-Board Vacancies that we need to fill — Sr. Vice Commander and Secretary.



UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC.
GROTON BASE

MEETING MINUTES 02 FEBRUARY 2026

Sr. Vice Commander Report: Open.

Base Treasurer: Charliec Murray

All Bills paid to date.

End of Year (EOY) Report due 01 March 2026 to National.
Capital Improvements — Accept Venmo and Zella

Base Secretary Report — David Frease

The Minutes for the 05 January 2026 Membership meeting were approved by the members present
without objection.

The Election Master issued a call for nominations of eligible candidates for Sr. Base Vice Commander,
and Base Secretary to all Members in good standing.

Correspondence to Report — None.
Jr. Vice Commander Report: Jim Lawton

February Plan of the Month posted in the bar area.
Need Volunteer cooks when Dawn is out. Will have a simple Menu, Hamburgers, Hot Dogs Etc.

NERD UPDATE:

Annual Reports need to be delivered by end of the month,
COMMITTEE REPORTS

O MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Steve Ricard)

DATA PROVIDED FROM USSVI NATIONAL DATA BASE

Total Membership: 1158
National Life Members: 863
Groton Base Life Members: 399
Holland Club: 675
Associate Members: 67

O SUB SCHOOL GRADUATION SCHEDULE: (Steve Ricard)

O CHAPLAIN: Reported on Members departed on Eternal Patrol.
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O HOLLAND CLUB: John Carcioppolo
Holland Club Lunch
January
Lunch
Income
70 $900.00
50/50 $140.00
Donation $130.00
Total $1170.00
Expense
Meals ($10.00 X 65) $650.00
Gratuity ($1.00 X 65) $65.00
50/50 $10.00
Total $720.00
Net Deposited $630.00

50/50 won by David Gustafson and donated $130.00 back.

e 16 DEC Admiral Stafford, USWDC
e Cooked by Dominic and Katrina
e (Carl Franzoni doated it back - $145.00

UPCOMING HOLLAND CLUB LUNCHES

o 17 February Guest Speaker — Commander Adam Nebanzahl, CO USS Albany (SSN753).
e 17 March Guest Speaker — Captain Craig E. Litty, CO Naval Submarine Base Groton
o 21 April Guest Speaker — Tentative — OIC HS Nautilus, LCDR Lucas

HOLLAND CLUB 2026 — 06 June: 42 Inductees.

$1380.00 Donations
Letters went out 14 Jan. Dues 02 March to be in good standing
Next Meeting is the last Thursday of February — 26th

HONORS DETAIL: (John Carcioppolo)

e  MT2(SS) Robert V. Erickson — Departed on Eternal Patrol on 21 December. No Honors

e EN2(SS) Robert E. Croft — Departed on Eternal Patrol 09 January 2026. No Honors Detail

e Eternal Light Dorothy “Dottie” Dillon An Eternal Lite Service was held 17 January and the
following members participated: Earl Colella, Rob Davis, Alex Ducette, Bob Dulin, Pedro
Gonazles, Jim Lawton, Steve Ricard and Joe Wread
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What we do matters

The following was received from Paul Dillon following Dottie Dillon’s Eternal Light service.

John, please pass on to those who participated in Dottie's ceremony. I am writing to express my sincere
gratitude to the Sub Vets for your recent Eternal Light ceremony conducted in memory of my wife, Dottie
Dillon.

She would have been deeply honored by the moving ceremony. My family certainly was grateful for your
remembrance of her. She was very fond of the time that we spent with the submarine veterans. Her
association with the US Navy was a big part of her life. She gave, and endured, so much during my time
in the Navy.

This final recognition was a great tribute. Once again, thank you for taking the time to honor her.

With great appreciation, Paul

The following was received from Ellen McCance

Dear Sub Vets, Thank You for the great years of camaraderie you gave our dad, the great memories that
came out of our times going to Sub Vets with Mom and Dad, and the very special tribute paid to my dad
at the time of his passing. My family wishes all at Sub Vets many more years of Happy times together.
Sincerely Ellen McCance, Michael Katz and Willoughby C. McCance.

O COLOR GUARD: (Bob Sharpe)

e Nothing scheduled until April - USS Thresher
e July 4" Float — Still looking for ideas for the July Parade — 250" Anniversary

O EAGLE SCOUT PROGRAM COORDINATOR: (Jim Weaver)

O SMALL STORES: (Alex Doucette)

e 2025 Coins reduced to $6.00.
e Have new blue hats with Silver and Gold Dolphins

DOCENTS: (Artie Gager)

DMV LIAISON: (Michael Hodges)

Doing a phenomenal job on the DMV License Plates.
O KAPS4KIDS: (John Riley)

O MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: (Marian Galbraith)

Christmas Lights are off at the Memorial

Shifted money into higher interest CDs.

USS Groton (SSN 694) Sail and Rudder parts are at EB to be repaired.
Fund raising continues.



UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC.
GROTON BASE

MEETING MINUTES 02 FEBRUARY 2026

O PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER: (Jim Lawton)
O SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: (Greg Kane)

O VETERANS AFFAIRS: (Brian Hague)

e VA report on burial area in Middletown, CT
e Dennis - VA CT Hall of Fame.

O WEST PORT: (Paul Grammer) Next Meeting is March 5th, 1830, at Port 5.
O STAN MATHIS MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: (Paul Skalski)
Friday, February 13™, 6:00 PM — Valentine’s Day Italian Dinner
OLD BUSINESS:
Thanks to the Saturday morning cleanup crew.
NEW BUSINESS:
GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Submarine Birthday Ball April 11%, $85.00. Ticket pickup 23 Feb USSVIGB.
Shirt and Tie or Service Dress Uniform. SUBVETS gets 60 tickets.

CLOSING EVENTS:

Meeting Attendance Drawing Winner: 2026 Coin or Hat to Bob Segel.

50/50 DRAWING Winner: $138.00/$69.00 to Marion Galbraith — Donated to Memorial Committee.
CLOSING PRAYER - USSVIGB Chaplain

MEETING ADJOURNED: 1930

Respectfully submitted,

David C. Frease, Base Secretary

Approved: by the membership present and voting.



