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USSVI Groton Base  
Membership 

Meeting Minutes 
02 October 2023 

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY COMMANDER S. RICARD AT 1834. 

ATTENDANCE IN-PERSON 31, ON ZOOM 6, FOR TOTAL 37 OVERALL.   

PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE WAS LED BY Frenchie DeFrehn.  

SUBVETS CREED WAS LED BY BC S. Ricard.  

LOST BOATS REMEMBRANCE WAS PROVIDED BY PAO JIM LAWTON.  

• PRESENTATION: None 

• IN ATTENDANCE:  

National Officers – Jim Irwin and John Riley 

Former Base Commanders – John Carcioppolo, Stanley Mathis 

and Alvin Kinsall 

Welcome back – Robert Washington, Craig Amborn, Tony 

Quatrocue and Charles Levandoski 

BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING. 

BASE COMMANDER STEVE RICARD – reported that the Maritime 

Heritage Association has put out a listing of events in the 

area.  He recommended that SUBVETS may want to participate in 

some of the activities.  In addition, he provided a briefing on 

the upcoming Thanksgiving and Caring and Sharing event and made 

an appeal to the membership for volunteers to help out at the 

event.  He again asked for volunteers to support Subschool 

graduations representing SUBVETS as a speaker.  Lastly, He has 

been approached by Electric Boat to consider joining them 

refurbishing the Signage on I-95 (SUBMARINE CAPITAL OF THE 

WORLD).  
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In addition, he reiterated the Albacore SS218 memorial service 

on Saturday 16 SEP 2023 was a huge success and thanked all those 

that assisted and participated in the event. 

SVCDR ROBERT PERRIT REPORTED he is working on the 2024 operating 

budget.  The Executive Board will review and revise as necessary 

at a planning meeting on October 13, 2023.  At its regular 

meeting on October 30, 2023, it will approve the budget and make 

a presentation to the general membership at its November 2023 

meeting.  

JVCDR PAUL SKALSKI REPORTED events taking place during the month 

of October.  Several new events are being offered to increase 

participation. 

He announced that brunch will be sponsored by USS Delaware on 

Sunday October 15, 2023, at 10:00 AM.  

TREASURER CHARLIE MURRAY –in attendance on ZOOM; reported 

that all bills are paid.  An explanation regarding a 

membership dues increase was put to the membership present 

in accordance with Section 2 of the bylaws: which reads; 

Section 2.         Annual Base Dues shall be in the amount 

annually proposed by the Base Treasurer no later than the 

October Membership Business Meeting and approved by a 2/3 

majority vote of the Membership present and voting no later 

than the December Membership Business Meeting. The 

Membership approved dues amount becoming effective January 

1 and continuing through December 31.   
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A motion was put on the floor to increase base dues to 

mirror whatever national proposes; in this case $5 increase 

making base dues $30 and national dues $30.   The motion 

was seconded, and by voice vote the motion was unanimous 

without exception. 

His report is included at the end of the minutes. 

 

BASE SECRETARY ALVIN (AL) KINSALL  

The minutes for the 11 September 2023 membership meeting 

were approved without objection. He stated there was no 

correspondence. He announced that the SUBVETS Uniform 

change is in effect (change from short sleeved shirts to 

Long sleeved.  He requested support from members to help 

man SUBVETS booth at the upcoming Retirement Seminar at 

Morton Hall on SUBASE 21 October 2023.  

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN JEFF FLESHER  

IAW USSVI NATIONAL WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP IS 1154, HC 615, AM 70 

AND NLM 852.  He reminded members to please get current on their 

dues, especially, for 2024, because as stated earlier, dues will 

be increased to $30 which replicates the National dues increase 

of $5.00 to $30.  So, 2024 dues will be $60 for none National 

life members.   
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

CHAPLAIN – Read the names of those members who went on eternal 

patrol since the last meeting.  A moment of silence for our 

departed members and shipmates was conducted.  

COLOR GUARD –16 September Albacore event completed.  Chairman 

Sharpe thanked his color guard for their participation. 

SUBSCHOL GRADUATION SCHEDULE – most speaker positions have been 

filled.  Again, the BC asked for volunteers to fill in as sub 

school graduation speakers. 

HOLLAND CLUB   next luncheon is Tuesday, 17 October 2023.  It 

will be Tony Faella 101 birthday. Everyone is requested to wear 

a Hawaiian shirt if you have one. He asked that if you plan to 

attend to please let him know. 

KAPS4KIDS: Spoke and showed a video presentation about his 

visits to Yale New Haven Smilo children’s hospital.  

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE – It is planned to remove the plantings on 

October 15th.  Anyone who can spend a couple hours helping is 

graciously welcomed. 

SMALL STORES – In the process of ordering sweatshirts of all 

standard colors. 

WESTPORT – the meeting scheduled for the first Thursday in 

October has been moved to 18 October due to a scheduling 

conflict at Port 5.  
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VETERANS AFFAIRS: Brian Hague, addressed the matter of a 

government shutdown and its impact on VA benefits, VA facilities 

etc. 

OLD BUSINESS – None 

NEW BUSINESS – NONE 

GOOD OF THE ORDER – Due to the number of members who are hospitalized, in 

nursing homes, home bound, etc., it is proposed that we implement the Binnacle list.  At the 

moment Paul Orstad, Bud Atkins and Jack Gallimore should be added to the list.  Anyone 

who knows of a member ill, hospitalized, in rehabilitation or homebound should notify the 

Base Chaplain. 

CLOSING EVENTS – MEETING ATTENDANCE DRAWING – Coin to Bob Dulin 

50/50 DRAWING – Robert Washington. 

CLOSING PRAYER – Chaplain Colella  

MEETING ADJOURNED 1945 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

Alvin G. Kinsall, Base Secretary 

Approved:   

 

 


