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The meeting was called to order by the Base Commander S. Ricard at 1830. 

 

In attendance (in person (26) and Zoom (7)) for a total of 33 members. 

 

Kirk Haugland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Base Chaplin led the opening prayer. 

 

The Base Commander led the SUBVETS CREED. 

 

The Tolling of the Lost Boats was prepared and presented by PAO Jim Lawton. 

 

BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING. 

 

BASE COMMANDER STEVE RICARD: 

Introduced and recognized New Members & First Meeting participants: 

Recognized National Officers present:  

Recognized Former Base Commanders present: A. Kinsall, J. Carcioppolo, S. Mathis 

Recognized WWII Members present:  

Recognized Holland Club Members present: Many. 

Recognized Chris Quijada Distinguished Member of the Year Award:  

Recognized past Joe Negri Recipients: J. Carcioppolo 

Recognized Robert Link Recipients: 

 

Four students from ACU came in to put Christmas trees away, straightening up the third floor.  Did a 

fantastic job! 

Henry Breault Day in Putnam, March 8th. 

 

• PRESENTATIONS:  NONE 

 

Base Treasurer Report – Charlie Murray. 

 

2025 Annual Appeal is going out.  First of two appeals. March 1st.  New ATM is being put in. Bathroom 

renovations – Hall will be first. 

 

Base Secretary Report – David Frease  

 

The Minutes for the 03 February 2025 Membership meeting were approved by the members present 

without objection. 

 

No new correspondence to report. 

 

One nomination for Base Commander – Artie Gager. 
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Sr. Vice Commander Report: Robert Perritt –  

 

Working on Automated membership program. 

 

Jr. Vice Commander Report: Paul Skalski –  

 

Spring hours beginning March 1st. 

Losing Hodge as a cook. 

St. Patrick’s Day dinner March 15th, 1600 to 1900. 

Salem Prime cuts Meat raffle $300.00 

No outside Liquor can be consumed on clubhouse premises, could lose license.  Violators will be talked 

to if caught. 

 

NERD UPDATE:  

 

Step up to be Base Commander, Base Treasurer or Jr. Vice Commander 

National Convention in Orlando this year. 

Tom Connor Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner on the 15th. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

 MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Steve Ricard) 

 

DATA PROVIDED FROM USSVI NATIONAL DATA BASE 

 

Total Membership: 1187 

National Life Members: 860 

Groton Base Life Members: 358 

Holland Club: 665 

Associate Members: 78 

 

 SUB SCHOOL GRADUATION SCHEDULE: (Steve Ricard) 

 

 CHAPLAIN: (Earl Colella) TM1 Joe Berkle. ST David Scotia 

 HOLLAND CLUB: John Carcioppolo  

 

Lunch 

44 total meals 

Total Income 

Meals $660.00 

50/50 $80.00 

Donation $80.00 

Total $820.00 

 

Total Expenses 
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Meals ($10 x 61) $440.00 

Gratuity ($1 x 50) $44.00 

50/50 $80.00 COB Mikey Allen – Donated it back to the Holland Club 

Total $484.00 

 

Net $336.00 deposited 

Many thanks to Katrina and Ashley for a great meal with some great help from our 

SUBSCHOOL Students: MMA Sparks, Hubert, NC; FT Wing, Couer D”alene, ID; FT Vaughn, 

Oak Harbor, WA and STS Malachi, Scranton PA.  

UPCOMING HOLLAND CLUB LUNCHES 

 

• 18 Mar Guest Speaker Groton Superintendent of School Susan Austin  

• 15 Apr Guest Speaker Capt. Eric M. Sager Submarine Learning Center, CMC Norm Clarke  

• 20 May Guest Speaker CT Veterans Administration Commissioner Ron Welch  

• 17 June Guest Speaker Invite sent to Groton City Mayor Keith Hedrick 

HOLLAND CLUB 2025: 35 Potential Inductees. 

 

3 Not Attending 

23 Attending 

9 No Response 

Second letter going in the mail by 15March25, RSVP 15 April 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the Holland Club Ceremony, please either contact me, 

or Volunteer Coordinator Al Kinsall at Kinsalla@outlook.com  

    

The following is the Meeting Schedule for 2025   

 

Thu 20 Mar 25 4:30 pm Clubhouse   

*Tue 01 Apr 25 10:30 am SUBASE   

Thu 17 Apr 25 4:30 pm Clubhouse   

*Tue 06 May 25 10:30 am SUBASE   

Tue 22 May 25 4:30 pm Clubhouse   

*SUBASE Meetings to be held at SUBASE HQ, Ramage Hall, Building 86, Commanding 

Officer’s Conference Room   

There will also be a Full Rehearsal, and a Tech Run to be scheduled at a later time.   

 

 HONORS DETAIL (John Carcioppolo)  

 

 COLOR GUARD: (Bob Sharpe)  

 

 EAGLE SCOUT PROGRAM COORDINATOR: (Jim Weaver)  
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 SMALL STORES: (Alex Doucette) – ordered USSVI hats, ordering Holland Club shirts.  Vest 

turn-around is 5 – 7 weeks. 

 

 DOCENTS (Artie Gager) 

 

 DMV LIAISON: (Michael Hodges)  

Since last month’s report I’ve not received any new inquiries but have mailed applications to two 

members who want to apply for a “Silent Service” plate and helped one active-duty sailor 

currently stationed in Hawaii join USSVI so he can apply for a “Silent Service” plate after his 

transfer here and registering his vehicle in Connecticut. 

One USSVI member received their plate (664ADIV), but sadly the DMV took over 3 months 

from the time of his application.  

Lastly, I’ve applied for my own “Silent Service” plate, and I’m hoping to get my first choice of 

my qual boat “SS·576.”  

 KAPS4KIDS: (John Riley)  

 

 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: (Marian Galbraith)  

 

 PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER: (Jim Lawton) Nothing going on in Public Affairs realm.  Willing 

to take over as Jr. Vice from Paul Skalski in June. 

 

 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE (Greg Kane)  

 

 VETERANS AFFAIRS: (Brian Hague) VA did away with 56 non-essential programs at the VA. 

 

 WEST PORT: (Paul Grammer) Next Meeting is March 6th, 1830, at Port 5. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Brian Walker – March 8th – Henry Breault Day in Putnam. 

 

NEW BUSINESS – NONE. 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

 

Thresher Day April 12th – 3-hour drive to Portsmouth, NH 

Possible Ceremony at Clubhouse April 6 

VFW CT foundation – money to assist Veterans and their families here in Connecticut.  Fund Raiser Golf 

Tournament at the Norwich Golf Course. 

  

CLOSING EVENTS: 

 

Meeting Attendance Drawing Winner: 2024 Coin to Harold Haugland.  
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50/50 DRAWING Winner: $124.00/$62.00 to Earl Colella – Donated to Kaps For Kids.  

 

CLOSING PRAYER – SVGB Chaplain  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 1930. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David C. Frease, Base Secretary  

 

Approved:    by the membership present and voting. 


