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“WHO WE ARE”

United States Submarine Veterans Inc.

ABOUT US—Groton Base was established the first USSVI Base, in 1964, following the tragic loss
of the USS Thresher SSN-593. Our creed serves to remember them and all US Submariners on
Eternal Patrol.”

OUR CREED:

The purpose/creed of USSVI is to perpetuate the memory of our shipmates
who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their coun-
try that their dedication, deeds, and supreme sacrifice may be a constant source
of motivation toward greater accomplishments; and to pledge loyalty and patri-
otism to the United States of America and its Constitution.

Download the Groton Base Calendars (Pg’s )
here in Boat Notes for April, May and June

OR

FOR UPCOMING EVENTS,
HERE’S WHERE YOU GET THE LATEST INFORMATION
WWW.USSvigroton.org
https://www.facebook.com/SubvetsGroton

UPDATED 032023
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Want to join a committee?

Want to help or run a Club event?

Want to get involved in the adminis-
trative side of the Base? Become an
Officer?

Contact any Base Officer to get more
information and to get involved!!!

Commander Steven Ricard
commander@ussvigroton.org

VCDR Robert Perritt
vice@ussvigroton.org

Paul Skalski
jvice@ussvigroton.org

Alvin Kinsall
secretary@ussvigroton.org

Charlie Murray
treasurer@ussvigroton.org

BOAT NOTES

GROTON BASE
CLUBHOUSE
OPERATING HOURS

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY & TUESDAY
CLOSED
WEDNESDAY 1100—1700
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 1100
TO 1900.

LUNCHES ARE SERVED
WEDNESDAY , THURSDAY
AND FRIDAY
1130 TO 1400

SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT
EVENTS, BUSINESS MEETING,
PROMOTION PINNING,
RE-ENLISTMENT OR LUNCH-
EON
CALL TODAY 860-445-5262
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www.ussvigroton.org
https://www.facebook.com/
SubvetsGroton

RELATED NATIONAL OFFICERS
National Commander—
William Andrea—
wcandrea@bellsouth.net
(561)-790-1287

National Region Director—
LES ALTSCHULER
DirectorNERegion@outlook.com
(609)395-8197

Northeast District One—District Com-
mander
JEFFREY R. WALSH
USSVI_NERD1@yahoo.com

USSVI Groton Base 60th Anniversary

ATTENTION
BOAT REUNION COORDINATORS

Plan your 2024 reunions in Groton
Over 1000 hotel rooms available

Excellent venues for touring
See preliminary it

“A must read for Bubbleheads”

B ESTSELLER

The untold story of American Submarine Espionage
BLIND MAN'’S BLUFF
Actual accountings of events between American and Soviet Sub-

marine warfare—the game of Cat and Mouse!

An exciting read—you won’t want to put it down!!

THE UNTOLD
STORY OF
AMERICAN
SUBMARINE
ESPIONAGE

BLIND
MAN'S
BLUFF

UPDATED 032023
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@ Newsletter (Boat Notes) Editor: Alvin (Al) Kinsall

Points of Contacts

Groton Base Officers and Committee Chairs and

BOAT NOTES

Base Commander
Steve Ricard

commander@ussvigroton.org

Senior Vice Commander
Robert Perritt
vice@ussvigroton.org

Jr Vice commander
Paul Skalski
Jrvice@ussvigroton.org

Secretary
Alvin (Al) Kinsall
Secretary@ussvigroton.org

Treasurer
Charlie Murray,
Treasurer@ussvigroton.org

Eboard Advisor
Stan Mathis
house@ussvigroton.org

Immediate Past Base Commander

Jeff Walsh
sub3mcs@yahoo.com

Base Chaplain
Earl Corella
earl.colella@comcast.net

Liquor Permittee
Jeff Walsh
permittee@ussvigroton.org

Public Affairs Officer
Jim Lawton
PAO@ussvigroton.org

Archives (TEMP) Al Kinsall

Small Stores
Alex W Doucette
Ixdctt@gmail.com

Membership/Boat Reunion
Jeff Flesher

membership@ussvigroton.org

Holland Club
Rich Cheatham
holland@ussvigroton.org

Scholarship
Greg Kane
gkane@aol.com

The official newsletter of the United
States Submarine Veterans, Inc.,
Groton Base , published quarterly

Kap (SS) 4 Kid (SS)
John Riley
jprier@sbcglobal.net

Memorial
Marian Galbraith
mktgalbraith@gmai.com

Color Guard
Paul Skalski
P.skalski@sbcglobal.net

DVM License Plates
Richard Rusczyk
richardrusczyk@att.net

Deadlines for submission
Articles of Interest
Sea Story's
1st Quarter ~ December 1 of Previous year
2nd Quarter ~ March 1
3rd Quarter ~June 1
4th Quarter ~ September 1

Contacting USSVI Groton Base

US Mail: USSVI Groton Base
40 School St

Groton CT, 06340
Red, White & Blue Mass

Paul Dillion

Phone: (860) 445-5262
Paul.f.dillion@navy.mil

Email: All officers and committee chairs can be
reached by email as noted on the left side of
this page.

West Port Satellite
Paul Grammer
paul@subcob.com

We provide a lot of information in regards to
USSVI Groton Base via email and if you are not
on the Base’s email listing contact us and we
will ensure you are on it.

Docent Coordinator
Artie Gager
thisoldhouse322 @comcast.net

Ladies Auxiliary
Dee Carcioppolo
dee700@aol.com

Webpage: Our webpage is
https://ussvigroton.org/

Veterans Affairs
Alvin (Al) Kinsall
veterans@ussvigroton.org

Eagle Scout
Paul William Orstad

Boat Notes Proof Reader—Leon
Hylton askleon@outlook.com

UPDATED 032023
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COMMANDER’S CORNER

Steve Ricard

roton Base continues to be very
Sbusy, which is a good thing for
®our organization. We continued to

lubhouse through the winter
onths and are ready for Na-
tional’s big move, which is bring
the National Office back to 40 School Street. As of
right now the National Office will be located on the
third floor. The EBoard is working diligently to get
qualified bids for project. One of the improvements
we were fortunate to make was the addition of Master
Chef, Katrina Marvin to take over the duties in the
kitchen. In the past three months she has made major
culinary upgrades to the menu and used her experi-
ence and skills to delight the pallets of patrons and
guests. Please stop by and say Hi to Katrina and pe-
ruse the menu.

Groton Base has begun the 2023 Annual Appeal. This
appeal helps keep “Your” Base open for business.
The money is used for upkeep, maintenance, daily
operations, and improvements to our 128-year-old
building where we, Groton Base, are the caretaker of
the building and the land it sits on. I want to thank
you all, for your generosity and support to this organi-
zation and our ongoing efforts in keeping this place
the “First and the Finest”.

Last month we held the annual Tom and Carol Con-
nors corned beef and cabbage dinner at the clubhouse.
Tom was onboard Saturday morning to provide guid-
ance and a comment or two. A big thank you to Paul,
a crew of SubSchool student and SubVet members for
making the dinner a success again this year. The
crowd was a little smaller than last year but over 85
members and guests enjoyed the dinner.

In the upcoming quarter USSVI Groton Base will
continue to support Basic Enlisted Submarine School
graduations. Volunteers from the organization partici-
pate in the BESS two bell ceremony present the Sub-
marine Heritage Award to the class leader for each
graduating class. If you are interested in being a part
of BESS graduations and witness the next generation
of submariners readying to join the fleet, reach out to
me.

April marks the 60th Anniversary of the loss of the

USS Thresher SSN 593. On April 10, 1963, the USS
Thresher, sank in the Atlantic Ocean, with the loss of
one hundred and twenty-nine sailors and civilians
roughly 300 miles off the coast of New England.
USSVI Groton will mark the solemn occasion with a
joint ceremony on Monday, 10 April at 1000, with
General Dynamics, Electric Boat (more details to fol-
low.

On June 3rd we are once again scheduled to hold our
Holland Club Induction ceremony. Our Holland Club
Chairman, Rich Cheatham, and his committee are
working diligently with Subase New London to bring
this event to fruition.

I keep hearing from members about having more
events such as a dinner dance, cribbage tournaments,
pool, and dart tournaments. To do that we need mem-
bers to step forward. So, if interested and want to vol-
unteer, let anyone on the EBoard know. I will finish
this up by again wishing you all a wonderful spring.
Remember this is your club and we are only as suc-
cessful as you, our members, family, and friends
make us.

On a final note, this will be the last quarterly edition
of Boat Notes. Our plan is to combine the bi-weekly
Broadcast and the quarterly Boat Notes to a monthly
newsletter. Looking forward to the new format.

_Bhoern e Aol

Steve Ricard

REMEMBER EVERYONE DEPLOYED
Wear RED on Friday

Updated 032023
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SENIOR VICE COMMANDER Robert Perritt

Hello shipmates;
I’m still on the mend from some serious illnesses. Thank all of you very much for your get-well wishes.

Vir

Bob Perritt
vice(@ussvigroton.org.

UPDATED 012023

JR VICE COMMANDER Paul Skalski

I Good morning, Shipmates!
B8 Spring is in the air. This year's vernal equinox will occur on March 20 at 4:24 p.m.
hich will mark the astronomical beginning of spring. Warmer weather and longer
idaylight. Sounds like a good time to go fishing.

On April 4 will we be open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from
11:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.
The Clubhouse is our Clubhouse. Come on down pull up chair at the bar, check out our daily lunch spe-
cials and strike up a conversation with fellow shipmates. After work stop by,relax and unwind. Enjoy a
game of darts, shuffleboard or a cribbage game or two.
| completed my first year as Jr. Vice commander. It was a year filled with excitement, learning and new
friendships. On to the future. We have many exciting events coming up in the next few months. We will
have another potluck dinner, Kentucky Derby night and our annual steak dinner in June. Please read the
Base Commanders Biweekly broadcast for dates and times or visit the club's website, ussvigroton.org. If
you use Facebook, check out our Facebook page SubVets Groton Clubhouse for posting of current and
future events.
Brunchs. Jaunary and February Old Salts Pig Roast hosted brunches which filled the clubhouse. Old Salts
will be hosting brunch March 26, 11:00 - NOON. SubSchool's 1st Class Petty Officers Association will be
hosting brunch on April 16. 10:00 - NOON.
If you are iterested in hosting a brunch sign up sheets are available at the bar or you can contact the Jr.
Vice.
Color Guard. Interested in becoming the next Color Guard Captain. Contact the Jr. Vice for details. The
Color Guard parades the colors for the Clubs memorial services, boat reunions and the annual
Groton 4th of July parade.

v/T,

Paul Skalski

JrVice Commander
Captain Color Guard
USSVI Groton Base
jrvice@ussvigroton.org
860.823.9641



mailto:jrvice@ussvigroton.org

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 8 ISSUE 2023-02

Base Secretary Alvin (Al) G. Kinsall

Message from USSVI Groton Base Secretary—

This year is an election year. Starting at the February membership meeting I asked
for nominations for Base Commander, Base Jr. Vice Commander and Base Treasur-
er. Nomination for these three officer positions will close on April 15, 2023. During
M the May Membership meeting, a final call for nominations from the floor, and there-
M after the election will take place. Those elected will assume office at the July Mem-
bership meeting. So, anyone interested in running for any of these positions can ei-
ther be nominated by a fellow member or you can self nominate yourself-

This will be the last editon of BOAT NOTES.
As stated in Base Commanders page, Groton
Base intends to present to the membership a
monthly newsletter/Broadcast with all
that’s going on at SUBVETS Groton Base. We
encourage your readership, input and com-
ments regarding the new format.

60th Anniversary SUBVETS Groton Base

Groton Base has announced it will be hosting 60th Year 2024 Anniversary of SUBVETS Groton
Base. We are well into the planning process. Currently, we plan to arrange the Anniversary around key
events such as Submarine School graduation, a lower base Boat tour, Boat reunions, Holland club induction
and Grand Banquet not to mention the river cruises and casinos as an additional option. There will be plenty
to do during the four day event.

The 2024 Anniversary committee is encouraging boat reunions where all events are planned and is
co-chaired by Al Kinsall, Robert Sharpe and Paul Skalski. A 20 member committee have been selected
based on their field of expertise. This team plans to provide exciting venues, activities, tours, and events that
will welcome you, your family, quests and friends for the event. The Theme for Boat Reunions is:
“Come back, where your submarine experience began; Groton Connecticut.”

See following page for itinerary
Follow us on Facebook

https://facebook.com/subvetsgroton/

UPDATED 032023

Send your sea stories to Groton Base Secretary. You can also write your comments about
this and other sea story published in Boat Notes—"your monthly newsletter.” Just follow the below link.
secretary@ussvigroton.org
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SUBVETS GROTON BASE

60" ANNIVERSARY

May 29, 30, 31, and 1 JUNE 2024

Come Home to where your Submarine Career Began
Wednesday 29 May — Early Birds stop by your SUBVETS club house and pick up your registration package.
Stay for Happy Hour and enjoy a bowl of the famous ‘Subvets Chili’.

Day one, Thursday 30 May — If GOLF is your game; at 0800 the 60" Anniversary golf outing with prizes is
made available to demonstrate your skills. At 1000 a Wreath laying Eternal Patrol service will be conducted
at the Nautilus Submarine Force Museum. As you pick up your welcome packet at the only USSVI Club
House, enjoy lunch with the Base Commander; a luncheon prepared especially for your return to Groton
Connecticut. Later at 1400 you may want to take a Heritage River Cruise. 1700 meet and talk with your
shipmates and make new acquaintances as you enjoy Happy Hour in the comfort of your club house at 40
School Street, Groton, CT 06340. Finish this first day at the WELCOME Reception.

Day two, Friday 31 May — Return to Sub School where you can enjoy seeing young sailors graduate from
Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS) followed by tours* of a Virginia Class submarine. Afterwards, come
back to your club house for lunch. Later at 1400 take a Heritage River Cruise. At 1700 head back to the
clubhouse for an Anniversary steak dinner you have specified which seating you prefer. Round out the day
with your favorite libation at the clubhouse, meet and talk with your shipmates and make new acquaintanc-
es. (*) <Boat Tour pending Submarine Operational Commitment>

Day Three, Saturday 1 June — This day is a full day starting at 0900 with the Holland Club Induction Ceremo-
ny at Dealey Center on Submarine Base. Later, you have the opportunity for seeing some of the local area
attractions or take the Heritage River Cruise at 1400. There’s enough time to head back to your hotel to
freshen up for the evening Grand Banquet at New London’s Port and Starboard banquet facility at Ocean
Beach Park. The club house will be open to all who desire to finish the day with friends and shipmates.

Sunday 2 June — Before heading home, say farewell after a hardy breakfast with friends and shipmates at
your SUBVETS club house.

Registration Form is under construction...Watch for its availability!

For more information or to get your Anniversary Registration package, contact the Anniversary Committee —
anniversary@ussvigroton.org; on-line to https://www.ussvigroton.org.: or Al Kinsall (860) 460-0027; secre-
tary@ussvigroton.org

Deadline for submittal of registration form for the three-day event is TBD.



mailto:anniversary@ussvigroton.org
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United States Submarine Veterans Inc.
Groton Base “First and Finest”
Home of USSVI and Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse

March 1, 2023

Greetings from the Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse; I trust all is well. I am writing to you today asking for your support
for our Annual Appeal. As you know or may not know, USSVI National is the sole owner of the Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial
Clubhouse at 40 School Street in Groton Connecticut. Groton Base, “First and Finest,” was the number one base in the organization.
This is where USSVI originated. Groton was also the home of USSVI Corporate Headquarters for the first 30 years before the Board
of Directors made the decision to move the National Office to the West Coast. Finally, at the end of 2023, National will be moving
back to Groton Base. We remain the caretaker of the building and the surrounding property.

Therefore, the purpose for this Annual Appeal is to help support the Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse operating fund.

The Joe Negri Clubhouse was built in 1895, and at nearly 125-years-old, the building requires a lot of tender loving care. Groton
Base annual dues and donations simply are not enough to meet the clubhouse expenses and maintain the building. While, naturally,
our goal is to continue to provide the services to our members, it has become increasingly difficult to keep the doors open. With the
increases in utilities, food, and beverage costs, we were recently forced to raise menu and bar prices to keep loses to a minimum. For
example, we incurred higher utility costs (17%) and food costs (10%), in addition to replacing our dishwasher at a cost of $6,000,
and other maintenance costs of $7,000. These expenses need to be covered by what we can generate from members visiting the club-
house, member dues, and your generous donations.

The Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse is the only tangible asset USSVI owns, and, because we are all members of USSVI,
belongs to all of us! We must depend on our membership to help in meeting our financial obligations and keeping our doors open to
you, the owners of the building.

We are personally asking each of you, as a member of USSVI, for your help again this year by sending a donation. There is no mini-
mum donation. Every little bit will help. You can make a one-time donation, or if you like, you may pledge in monthly or quarterly
installments.

Please donate online or complete the enclosed Annual Appeal response form and mail your donation to the USSVI Clubhouse, At-
tention: USSVI Groton Base Annual Appeal, 40 School Street, Groton, CT. 06340. Checks should be made out to SUBVETS USSVI
Groton Base.

We are truly depending on your help to make a difference.

Thanking you in advance,

M.@Mﬂ Gt sy

Steven Ricard Charlie Murray
Groton Base Commander Treasurer
Cell 860.460.0963 Cell 860.830.9605

Email: commander@ussvigroton.org Email: treasurer@ussvigroton.org
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UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC.
Thanksgiving/Caring and Sharing Committee
40 School Street, Groton, CT 06340-3940

2023 USSVI GROTON BASE ANNUAL APPEAL

To supporting the Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse Operating and Renovation Fund.

Your Name:

Your Address:

Email address:

Phone:

Total of your monetary donation amount: $

IF MAKING A MONETARY DONATION, PLEASE ENCLOSE YOUR CHECK WITH THIS FORM OR MAKE YOUR DONATE
VIA https://www.ussvigroton.org/donations

One-time donation (Cash or Check) Make your check out to: SUBVETS USSVI Groton Base

USSVI GROTON BASE
ANNUAL APPEAL

40 SCHOOL STREET
GROTON, CT 06340

We appreciate your support and Thank You.
Note: Contributions or gifts are not tax deductible for Federal income tax purposes.
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Membership Update
Membership Update

It is time to renew for 2023. Please remember that if you are a Life Member with National in most cases you will still
need to pay base dues. You can renew at the Clubhouse with cash, check or credit card, by mail to the Clubhouse ad-
dress, or online on our website at: https://www.ussvigroton.org/dues-renewal.

National Dues will increase on April 1

Interested in Helping?

If you have an interest in helping on the Membership Committee, please contact Jeff Flesher. We can use support with
soliciting new members, data entry and maintaining accurate records, and managing our membership updates and
communication.

Membership Status

Base Members — 1088
National Life Members — 846
Holland Club Members — 619

Associate Members - 59

New Members
SN(SS) James Ramage, Qualified 1962 USS Sea Robin
CWO3 Craig Amborn, Qualified 1974 USS Sturgeon
EN3(SS) Robert Bell, Qualified 1965, USS George C. Marshall
STS2(SS) James Leen, Qualified 2010 USS Missouri

New Active Duty Members
MMAZ1(SS) David Aly, Qualified 2007 USS Oklahoma City
STS1(SS) Shawn Ryan, Qualified 2013 USS Minnesota
STS1(SS) Andrew Lortie, Qualified 2012 USS Mississippi
LT Michael Jenning, Qualified 2010 USS Mississippi
LCDR Christopher DeMatteo, Qualified 2-14 USS Norfolk
CMDCM(SS) Nicholas Harr, Qualified 2005 USS Philadelphia
MMAC(SS) Patrick Kohr, Qualified 2004 USS Hartford

https://www.ussvigroton.org/dues-renewal

Please contact
Jeff Flesher
Groton Base Membership Chairman
membership@ussvigroton.org

UPDATED 032023
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CHAPLAINS REPORT

Earl Colella

Groton Base Shipmates on Eternal Patrol
January — February 2023

Shipmate Joseph F. O’Hara departed on Eternal Patrol on
5 January 2023

Shipmate Paul David Cook, departed on Eternal Patrol
on 31 January 2023

"Sailor’s, rest your oar’s. We have the watch. Fair Winds
and Following Seas." Thank you for your service to our
country. Amen

In our February meeting | spoke of “The Four Chaplains” .
In my mind these four Chaplains represented the best of
humanity. They were servant leaders that demonstrated
their love for others in the truest form.

The Four Chaplains: Early on Feb. 3, 1943, a German Sub-
marine torpedo struck the Army transport Dorchester as it
carried 902 officers and enlisted men, Navy armed guard,
merchant seamen and civilian workers in the North Atlan-
tic. The Coast Guard cutter escorts Comanche and Es-
canaba rescued 230 men. As Dorchester took on water,
four Army chaplains — Lt. George L. Fox (Methodist), Lt.
Alexander D. Goode (Jewish), Lt. John P. Washington
(Roman Catholic), and Lt. Clark V. Poling (Dutch Reformed)
— calmed frightened soldiers, aided the wounded and guid-
ed the disoriented toward safety. On deck, they opened a
storage locker and began distributing life jackets. When
there were no more available, the chaplains removed their
life jackets and gave them to four young men. “It was the
finest thing | have seen or hope to see this side of heav-
en,” said John Ladd, a survivor. As the ship went down,
men in rafts saw the four chaplains, arms linked and
braced against the slanting deck, singing hymns, and pray-
ing.

Judeo-Christian faiths have many examples of self-
sacrifice in the Bible. There are two | would like to share
with you.

In Judges 16:27-30 we see Samson sacrifice his life to stop
the Philistines from destroying God’s people.

27 Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all
the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof
were about three thousand men and women watching
Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the Lord,
“Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God, strengthen
me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge
on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson
reached toward the two central pillars on which the tem-

ple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on
the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said,
“Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all
his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all
the people in it. Thus, he killed many more when he died
than while he lived.

As Christians we enter Lent and Easter with hope and new-
ness of life. We are also reminded of what | believe to be
the greatest sacrifice of all time.

In John-15:12-13; Jesus tells his disciples 12 My command
is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. Jesus went on to suffer unimaginable physical
pain, suffering and eventually death on the cross, so that
all who believe in him, will be cleansed of sin and have
everlasting life with Him.

In the United States Military, we are truly blessed for our
Chaplains service to God and our military personnel.
Throughout United States history, Chaplains have served
beside us and with us, through everything and have always
put our needs before themselves. May God bless all our U.
S. Military Chaplains.

Earl Colella
Chaplain, USSVI, Groton Base

“THERE IS A PORT OF NO RETURN, WHERE SHIPS
MAY RIDE AT ANCHOR FOR A LITTLE SPACE. AND
THEN SOME STARLESS NIGHT THE CABLE SLIPS,
LEAVING ONLY AN EDDY AT THE MOORING
PLACE. GULLS VEAR NO LONGER, SAILOR REST
YOUR OAR.

UPDATED 032023
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Honors Detail Input - John “Gumba” Carcioppolo

Fortunately, we have not lost a lot of members in the last quarter and the Honors
Detail rendered honors to 3 Members.

The following members of Groton Base have departed on Eternal Patrol since the De-
cember Newsletter and the date of passing. Those with an * the Groton Base Honors Detail
rendered honors

*QMCM (SS) Jack L. Penney 14 Mar 2023

Irma Jean Streeter Eternal Light 11 Mar 2023

*RM1 (SS) Richard Geiler 09 Mar 2023

CTICS(SS) Tommy Cox 19 Feb 2023

Master Chief Paul D. Cook 31 Jan 2023 Not Notified until 06 Feb 2023
QMCS (SS) Joseph F. O’Hara 05 Jan 2023

FTBCM(SS) Donald F. Terry 24 Dec 2022

ENCS (SS) Darrell D. Best 22 Dec 2022

*EM2 (SS) Donald B. Tennant 22 Dec 2022

When a member of Groton Base departs on Eternal Patrol, I send Eternal Patrol no-
tices to the entire membership

But we are only as good as the information that we get. If we don’t know of a mem-
bers passing, we can not provide the information.

Please ensure that your families know that when you have passed to contact is Groton
Base Chaplain Earl Colella 734-730-1026 chaplain@ussvigroton.org or John Carcioppolo 860
-514-7064 gumba700@comcast.net and if possible provide a link to the obituary.

As soon as we are notified of a members passing Chaplain Colella works with the
family to determine if the Honors Detail is desired and sets up the schedule. Once we
have the obituary information I send out the Eternal Patrol notice which includes the
Honors Detail notification.

The sooner we know the information the more timely we can put out the notices. The
Policy and Procedure Manual for the Honors Detail was approved by the Executive Board
and is posted on the Groton Base Web Page.

The Homecoming Detail recently provided Honors for USS NEWPORT NEWS (SSN 750) on
02 Jan 23 as they returned home from deployment just after the New Year. Welcome Home
Warriors and thanks for what you do.

Because of classification Homecomings can not be promulgated greater then 72 hours
before the ship’s return. Watch your emails so you do not miss a notification. Like
Eternal Patrol Notifications, Homecoming notifications are provided to the entire mem-
bership.

The guidance and procedures for Burial At Sea are posted on the Groton Base Web
Page at https://www.ussvigroton.org/burialatsea Using the guidance provided and the
documents from this link a Navy Member’s family can request a Burial At Sea and can be
sure it runs smoothly. If your desires are to be buried at sea, we strongly recommend
that you print these documents and keep them with your important papers for when you
pass to make it easier for your family to execute your last wishes.

Thank you
John C



mailto:chaplain@ussvigroton.org
mailto:gumba700@comcast.net
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rtu3OCMDmnNhnU3Q9ZFjr_I0c8B7Hwk91v2pE9tgrX-NrJVkt7b6yxzejPW5vo5d9RpahaYuBEXP9WyKTgj5kkRR9tbrZxeOMR4a56Uk1oivh6T8d1QxYS4AThS4JLQR0CIf8ZTvaQQBuCjUd6O2u31NuSpQkM7i-ohmmD855qU=&c=gY1oD8F3U7tlMo2IlyYL18BCmYlltVmu81ZQgwip9dUt2c5tOHzN
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CHAPLAINS REPORT Earl Colella

“THERE IS A PORT OF NO RETURN, WHERE SHIPS MAY RIDE AT ANCHOR
FOR A LITTLE SPACE. AND THEN SOME STARLESS NIGHT THE CABLE SLIPS,
LEAVING ONLY AN EDDY AT THE MOORING PLACE. GULLS VEAR NO
LONGER, SAILOR REST YOUR OAR.

NO TANGLED WRECKAGE WILL BE WASHED ASHORE.”

PLEASE PAUSE TO REMEMBER THOSE OF OUR SHIPMATES WHO SAILED
IN HARM’S WAY AND DID NOT RETURN.
LORD, THESE DEPARTED SHIPMATES WITH DOLPHINS ON THEIR CHEST
ARE PART OF AN OUTFIT KNOWN AS THE BEST.
MAKE THEM WELCOME AND TAKE THEM BY THE HAND.
YOU'LL FIND WITHOUT A DOUBT THEY WERE THE BEST IN ALL THE LAND.
SO, HEAVENLY FATHER THEIR NAMES ARE ON THE ROLLS
OF OUR DEPARTED SHIPMATES STILL ON PATROL.
LET THEM KNOW THAT WE WHO SURVIVE
WILL ALWAYS KEEP THEIR MEMORIES ALIVE

I have one consolation that lives with me today.
That God is near to them, in his own special way.
So God in all Your mercy, keep near Thyself the soul,
Of every Submariner, still on his final patrol.

Chaplain contact information
Earl Colella
chaplain@ussvigroton.org
734-730-1026
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A MOMENT IN TIME—

USS George Washington (SSBN-598) was the United States's Connecticut. The Gold crew took over and departed on

first operational ballistic missile submarine. She was the lead
ship of her class of nuclear ballistic missile submarines, was the
third®! United States Navy ship of the name, in honor

of Founding Father George Washington (1732-1799), the first
president of the United States, and was the first of that name to
be purpose-built as a warship.

George Washington's keel was laid down at Electric
Boat Division of General Dynamics, Groton, Connecti-
cut on 1 November 1958. The first of her class, she
was launched on 9 June 1959 sponsored by Mrs. Ollie
Mae Anderson (née Rawlins), wife of US Treasury Sec-
retary and former Secretary of the Navy Robert B. An-
derson, and commissioned on 30 December 1959 as
SSBN-598E! with Commander James B. Osborn in com-
mand of the Blue crew and Commander John L. From,
Jr. in command of the Gold crew.

George Washington was originally laid down as
the attack submarine USS Scorpion (SSN-589). During
construction, she was lengthened by the insertion of a
130 ft (40 m)-long ballistic missile section and re-
named George Washington; another submarine under
construction at the time received the original name
and hull number. Inside George Washington's forward
escape hatch, a plaque remained bearing her original
name. Because the ballistic missile compartment design
of George Washington was intended to be reused in
later ship classes, the section inserted into George
Washington was designed with a deeper test
depth rating than the rest of the submarine.

George Washington left Groton on 28 June 1960

for Cape Canaveral, Florida, where she loaded

two Polaris missiles. Standing out into the Atlantic Mis-
sile Test Range with Rear Admiral William Raborn, head
of the Polaris submarine development program, on
board as an observer, she successfully conducted the
first Polaris missile launch from a submerged submarine
on 20 July 1960. At 12:39, George Washington's com-
manding officer sent President Dwight Eisenhower the
message: POLARIS - FROM OUT OF THE DEEP TO
TARGET. PERFECT. Less than two hours later a sec-
ond missile from the submarine also struck the imPact
area 1,100 nmi (1,300 mi; 2,000 km) downrange 2

George Washington then embarked her Gold crew, and
on 30 July 1960 she launched two more missiles while
submerged. Shakedown for the Gold crew ended at
Groton on 30 August and the boat got underway from
that port on 28 October for Naval Weapons Station
Charleston, to load her full complement of 16 Polaris
missiles. There she was awarded the Navy Unit Com-
mendation, after which her Blue crew took over and em-
barked on her first deterrent patrol.

The submarine completed her first patrol after 66 days
of submerged running on 21 January 1961, and put in
at Naval Submarine Base New London at New London,

her next patrol on 14 February 1961. After the patrol,
she entered Holy Loch, Scotland, on 25 April 1961.

In 1970 ten years after her initial departure from
Groton, George Washington put in to refuel in Charles-
ton SC, having cruised some 100,000 nmi (120,000 mi;
190,000 km).

George Washington shifted to the United States Pa-
cific Fleet and a new home port at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
after the refueling.

On 9 April 1981, George Washington was at periscope
depth and was broadsided by the 2,350 long

tons (2,390 t) Japanese commercial cargo ship Nissho
Maru in the East China Sea about 110 nmi (130 mi;
200 km) south-southwest of Sasebo, Japan. George
Washington immediately surfaced and searched for the
other vessel. Owing to the heavy fog conditions at the
time, they did see the Nissho Maru heading off into the
fog, but it appeared undamaged. It headed into port for
repairs; the crew was later flown back to Pearl Harbor
from Guam. Unbeknownst to the crew of the George
Washington, Nissho Maru sank in about 15 minutes.
Two Japanese crewmen were lost; 13 were rescued
by Japan Maritime Self-Defense

Force destroyers JDS Akigumo (DD-

120) and Aogumo (51_). The submarine suffered minor
damage to her sail.

The accident strained U.S.—Japanese relations a month
before a meeting between Japanese Prime Minis-

ter Zenko Suzuki and President of the United

States Ronald Reagan.®! Japan criticized the U.S. for
taking more than 24 hours to notify Japanese authori-
ties, and demanded to know what the boat was doing
surfacing only about 20 nmi (23 mi; 37 km) outside
Japan's territorial waters.

The U.S. Navy initially stated that George Washing-

ton executed a crash dive during the collision, and then
immediately surfaced, but could not see the Japanese
ship due to fog and rain (according to a U.S. Navy re-
port). A preliminary report released a few days later stat-
ed the submarine and aircraft crews both had detect-

ed Nissho Maru nearby, but neither the submarine nor
the aircraft realized Nissho Maru was in distress.
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A MOMENT IN TIME CONT’

On 11 April, President Reagan and other U.S. officials formally expressed regret over the accident, made offers
of compensation, and reassured the Japanese there was no cause for worry about radioactive contamination. As
is its standard policy, the U.S. Government refused to reveal what the submarine was doing close to Japan, or
whether she was armed with nuclear missiles. (It is government and navy policy to neither confirm nor deny the
presence of nuclear weapons on board.) The Navy accepted responsibility for the incident, and relieved and rep-
rimanded the George Washington's commanding officer and officer of the deck.

On 31 August, the U.S. Navy released its final report, concluding the accident resulted from a set of coincidenc-
es, compounded by errors on the part of two members of the submarine crew.

After the collision with the Nissho Maru, the damaged sail was repaired with parts from the sail from
the USS Abraham Lincoln which was waiting for disposal at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.

In 1981, George Washington returned to Pearl Harbor from her last missile patrol. In 1981, her missiles were un-
loaded at Bangor, Washington to comply with the SALT I treaty. " needecl

Geogjge Washington made 55 deterrent patrols in both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans in her 25-year career.[oaton

neede

George Washington continued service as an attack submarine (SSN), returning briefly to Pearl Harbor. In 1983,
she departed Pearl Harbor for the last time and made the second of four transits through the Panama Canal back
to the Atlantic and to New London. While based at Submarine Base Groton, George Washington (SSN 598) par-
ticipated in exercises including one teamed with a Coast Guard Cutter against the USS John F. Kennedy (CV-
67) and Carrier Group 4. From Puerto Rico’s Roosevelt Roads Naval Station, she provided support for Special
Forces training. She participated in the 24th UNITAS exercise as the only US submarine. At the conclusion of
exercises with Chile, the George Washington completed circumnavigation of South America, escorting the

USS Kennedy as she transited open water between Argentina and the Falkland Islands in the early months of
1984.

George Washington was decommissioned on 24 January 1985, stricken from the Naval Vessel Registry on 30
April 1986, and scheduled for disposal through the Ship-Submarine Recycling Program at Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard. Recycling of the ship was completed on 30 September 1998.

George Washington's sail was removed prior to disposal and now rests at the Submarine Force Library and Mu-
seum at Groton, Connecticut.

Article source https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_George Washington_(SSBN-598)
Note: All hyper-links are active
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BOAT NOTES
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PROMOTING THE IMPORTANCE GF'SU—TVIARINES TO THE NATIONAL DEFENSE

On 1/1, RADM Jeff Jablon, Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMSUBPAC), an-
nounced the winners of the 2022 Battle Efficiency Competition, or Battle “E.” These awards recognize
commands which were evaluated during 2022 to have attained the highest overall readiness.

The overall Battle “"E” award winners in the At Sea category are:
USS Illinois (SSN 786), Commander, Submarine Squadron (CSS) 1
USS Seawolf (SSN 21), Submarine Development Squadron (DEVRON) 5
USS Chicago (SSN 721), CSS-7
USS Alexandria (SSN 757), CSS-11
USS Annapolis (SSN 760), CSS-15
USS Pennsylvania (SSBN 735), Blue and Gold Crews, CSS-17
USS Michigan (SSGN 727), Blue and Gold Crews, CSS-19

On 1/6, VADM William Houston, Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet (COMSUBLANT),
announced the winners of the 2022 Battle Efficiency Competition, or Battle “E.” These awards recognize
commands which were evaluated during 2022 to have attained the highest overall readiness.

The overall Battle "E" award winners in the At Sea category are:
USS Cheyenne (SSN 773), Commander, Submarine Squadron TWO (CCS-2)
USS North Dakota (SSN 784), CSS-4
USS Albany (SSN 753), CSS-6
USS Toledo (SSN 769), CSS-8
USS Newport News (SSN 750), CSS-12
USS Georgia (SSGN 729), Blue and Gold Crews, CSS-16
USS Rhode Island (SSBN 740), Blue and Gold Crews, CSS-20

On 1/26 CAPT Thomas F. Olson, USN, Ret. and MM2 (SS) Alvin G. Kinsall, USN, Ret. were induct-
ed into the 2022 Veterans Hall of Fame in a ceremony at the state armory in Hartford.

USS Chicago (SSN 721)
Arrived on 1/17 at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for decommissioning after 37 years of service.

USS John Warner (SSN 785)
?/r;i\lled at Norfolk Naval Shipyard for Extended Dry-docking Selected Restricted Availability (EDSRA) on

032023
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HOLLAND CLUB Rich Cheatham, Chair

HOLLAND CLUB REPORT

2023 Holland Club Luncheons
Our Holland Club Luncheons are held on the third Tuesday of the month at 11:30 at the clubhouse. They con-
tinue to be very well attended. Please let me know if you plan to attend the luncheon.

Below is brief summary of our last 4 luncheons.

We had a HUGH group for the December 20 2022 Holland Club Luncheon with 77 members and guests attending-our largest
luncheon number ever.

Captain Thomas O’Donnell, Commodore Submarine Squadron 12 was our Guest Speaker. He was accompanied by CMC Nicholas
Harr. Captain O’Donnell provided a comprehensive review of Squadron 12 waterfront boats and activities.

We also were joined by Captain Emil Casciano, USN ret., Vice President, Nuclear Operations & Fleet Support for Electric Boat and
his team. They presented World War Il Submarine Veteran EM1(SS) Tony Faella a model of the USS SPEARFISH (SS 190), which
was recreated from her original blue prints, in celebration of Tony 100th birthday. Tony Qualified in Submarines in 1944 aboard
USS SPEARFISH (SS 190). He was aboard for her 8th through 12th War Patrols.

Next we had 52 members and guests attend our January 17, 2023 Holland Club Luncheon. Captain Steve Antcliff, Commanding
Officer, Submarine Learning Center was our Guest of Honor. He was accompanied by CMC Chip Alger. We presented Captain
Antcliff a framed 2022 Holland Club Induction Program, which was autographed by all of the on-stage Inductees, as a memento
for being our 2022 Induction Guest Speaker and Presenter.

Even in mid-winter, on a snowy morning, we had 41 members and guest attended our February 21, 2023 Luncheon. We were very
pleased to be joined by USSVI National Holland Club Chairman Jim Irwin and his wife Janet, who traveled down from the Albany -
Saratoga NY area to join us.

Our Guest Speaker was STSCM(SS) Aaron Packnick, Director of Basic Enlisted Submarine School and Sailorization Department at
Naval Submarine School. And Yes, Master Chief Packnick was asked and did explain what “Sailorization” is.

This meeting was summarized by Tom Swaenepoel.: “Today's Holland Club Luncheon brought together over 2,300 years of sub-
marine knowledge and sea stories. From our two senior members who qualified in 1955 to our future submariners who left boot
camp earlier in the month to break bread and enjoy a hearty beef stew and pumpkin pie dessert.”

Finally, on the first day of Spring we had 57 members and guests attend our March Luncheon. “March’s Holland Club Luncheon
brought together over 2,500 years of submarine knowledge and sea stories.”noted by member Tom Swaenepoel.

Our Guest Speaker was John Kammerer, Submarine Designer and Builder, as well as, one of our own Holland Club members. John
is constructing a personal Submarine which will be to christened SMV Sea Hawk sometime in 2024. This Submarine will be 65-foot
long with a beam of almost 7 feet. She will be diesel electric powered with a 48 ton submerged displacement. She will be able to
dive to between 300 - 500 feet. Amazing. We can’t wait to see her in the water. Bill Shaw has volunteered to be one of the first to
rider (test pilot?). Thanks Bill we’ll await your report.

Lastly, thank you to Junior Vice Paul Skalski, and Chef Katrina Marvin, and Libation Specialists Heather Norton and Laura Dewire
for their outstanding efforts to make this lunch a success. We would not be able to do these luncheons without their help.

2023 Groton Base Holland Club Induction

We will be inducting 44 members this year with about 26 planning to attend the ceremony. The Induction Ceremony is scheduled
for June 3, 2023 at Dealey Center onboard Naval Submarine Base New London.

The 2023 Groton Base Holland Club Induction Planning Committee has been meeting since mid January. The committee meets
monthly. The next meeting is scheduled for April 20, 2023. There are always plenty of things to do in the run up to, and on the day
of the Induction, from Ushers to Small Stores Sales to Assistance with parking, and more. If you are interested in helping with the
Induction please let me know.

Rich Cheatham,
HOLLAND CLUB Chairman, USSVI Groton Base

UPDATED 032023
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chair

“OBAN’S Amazing Journey”

Seven-year-old Oban Birmingham had been made an Honorary Sub-
|| mariner in March of 2021 by the Groton Base Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) team
while bravely fighting a rare form of leukemia at Yale New Haven
Children’s Hospital. Oban’s dad noted that during his battle he went
down from nearly fifty pounds to less than twenty-five, and was not
even able to stand on his own. His prognosis wasn’t good.

But Oban fought hard, persevered and ultimately vanquished his foe:
the cancer’s now in full remission.

| He and his dad, Tom, along with Groton Base’s usual K4K crew,
planned a victory celebration at the Nautilus submarine and the Sub-
mallrine Force Museum in Groton, Connecticut—but ultimately wait-
ed almost a year for the sub to return from her recent overhaul. The
heartwarming celebration then finally took place on October 5,
2022.

Yet this meetup at the Nautilus was only the beginning of the festivi-
ties that day. Little Oban, now eight, didn’t know it, but the USSVI Groton Base Commander, Steve Richard, had arranged with the
Navy for him, his dad, and the K4K team to tour the New London subase and even get aboard one of the newest operational subs
homeported there for a good look around!

When arriving at the museum, Oban was told only that he’d be taking a van tour of the base, and this alone was enough to
thrill him. But when the van pulled up and stopped beside USS Indiana (SSN 789), a brand new Virginia-class boat, and he was im-
mediately invited aboard by Indiana’s captain, Commander Scott Bresnahan and Chief of the Boat, Master Chief Sonar Technician
(SS) Mike Micheli, Oban was shocked and excited beyond belief!

The CO, COB and crew of the Indy then delivered on their promise: Oban and party re-
ceived a truly VIP tour of the boat, and Oban himself received many fun submarine gifts.

edly announced, “My mind is blown!”— quite overwhelmed by all the love and attention on
tap that day.

Captain Bresnahan emailed later, noting: “Thanks for giving us the opportunity to do
this.... We expanded our family on Indiana to include Oban and his family. He made an irre-
placeable impact on our crew today and I look forward to crossing paths with Oban and his
dad again.”

(I-r): John Riley, Bob Sharpe, Oban Birmingham, Oban’s
Returning to the Nautilus museum, the group was now joined by Steve Richard. After 9@d Tom Birmingham, and Bob Dulin.

heartfelt thanks all around, Oban then received Oban’s Amazing Journey. a second per-

sonal VIP tour: this time of the nation’s just-overhauled first nuclear-powered submarine. The

tour of the boat and museum was conducted by active-duty submariner Brendan Perry—

™ grandson of past Groton Base Kap(ss) 4 Kid(ss) team member, Jack Gallimore. Brendan and Oban

% hit it off instantly, and this second submarine tour was overwhelming to him as well.

£ Oban, his dad and the K4K team of Bob Dulin, Bob Sharpe and John Riley
o i then visited the WWII National Submarine Memorial in Groton, reverently
dedicated to the 3,617 courageous U.S. submariners who’d made the ulti-

§ these lost submariners, then spent time visiting each of the fifty-two individ-
ual engraved markers honoring U.S. submarines lost during the war.

Next came a visit to the USSVI Groton Base clubhouse for lunch, during

: \ which Oban beamed, surveyed his many gifts, and recounted the morning’s .
. adventures. It was quite a full day—and an exciting one—for all involved. And Oban and his fa-

™ ther certainly came away knowing they were welcome members of the Groton area submarine
family, encouraged to visit any time. Il

Proud submariners, all! Oban, top left, with Idaho Chief of the Boat Mike Micheli and CO Scott Bresnahan. Immediate left: Cap-
tain Bresnahan suggests Oban climb into the torpedo tube for a close-up inspection.
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M8 Connecticut

. USSVI Groton Base “Silent Service”
SAM PLE W‘Llcense Plates

SILENT SERVICE

December 31, 2022
Year-End report

To: Secretary; USSVI Groton Base
From: Richard Rusczyk, CT Silent Service License Plate Liaison

Subject: CT Silent Service License Plate Committee Report as of December 31, 2022.

License Plate Five Year Request/Application History

2017; 11 requests, 5 applications, 45% process rate, only current members applied
2018; 11 requests, 4 applications, 36% process rate.

2019; 25 Requests, 8 applications, 32% process rate.

2020; 21 Requests, 11 applications, 42% process rate.

2021; 21 Requests, 7 applications, 33% process rate

License Plate Request/Application History 2022 Year to Date
January — August 2022, 14 requests, 5 applications, 36% process rate.
September — December 2022, 7 requests, 2 applications, 29% process rate

SR ™" 00 oo

Activities since last report
Continue program as activity dictates.

—

k. Budget
Five Year Budget History
| have not requested any money during my term.
Current Budget
| have not requested money

5. Connecticut Silent Service License Plate Program Problems/Issues
a. Activity remains suppressed. Most requests were from outside the Groton area. Need ideas for promoting pro-
gram statewide. Most requests are due to a license plate sighting while driving. Most requests are from non-
members and don’t result in new membership or a license plate application.

Losing members to USSVI Member at Large (MAL) program.

Very Respectfully,
Richard Ruscyy
Richard Rusczyk
032023
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VETERANS AFFAIRS Alvin Kinsall

VETERANS BENEFITS
Whether you are retired or not, you need to register with the VA HealthCare System
It's a benefit you have earned. Let's talk to see if its right for you. No obligation.

Call Al Kinsall at 860.460.0027

Scheduling Non-VA Health Care Appointments

Online appointmenVA mewi cakl cdeenon

Going online and signing in to set up a VA appointment may not be new to you. But did you know
that you can now set up appointments with doctors outside the VA system?

You may be able to make appointments online with a doctor, specialist, therapist, or other kinds of
providers outside of the VA health care system. These community providers ( n@n-VA®S Will work
with your VA medical facility to give you timely and appropriate care. Many of the medical records
can transfer to your My HealtheVet account. Make sure you have a Premium account, but if you
don@, learn how you can get one.

To be eligible to use VA online scheduling to request community care appointments, you must
meet only one of the eligibility criteria for community care. You will not be billed for their services.
It's paid for by VA as part of the health care you have earned.

To use VA online scheduling, sign in using your My HealtheVet (Premium), DS Logon Level 2
(Premium), or ID.me account credentials. When your appointment has been scheduled with an in-
network (approved) community provider, VA online scheduling allows you to view your upcoming
appointments. You may also choose to get email updates about your appointments.

If you have problems requesting a community care appointment using VA Online Scheduling, con-
tact the Veterans Affairs Health Resource Center at 877-470-5947 or your local VA medical facility.
Locate the nearest VA medical facility using the VA Facility Locator.

Further Questions, contact:
USSVI Groton Base Veterans Affairs Representative Al Kinsall 860-460-0027

Updated 03152023



https://www.myhealth.va.gov/premium
https://youtu.be/PNs3n9CfOlg
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/programs/veterans/General_Care.asp
https://www.va.gov/health-care/schedule-view-va-appointments
https://www.va.gov/find-locations
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2023 GROTON BASE USSVI SCHOLARSHIP

The 2023 Scholarship Applications is available on
the Groton Base USSVI website. Scholarship Link

Funding for the annual scholarships is provided
totally through membership donations. Over the
past few years the funds have been dwindling
and all Groton SUBVETS member are encouraged
to donate to the scholarship fund through a
stand alone donation or as part of their annual
giving. Supporting the scholarship and our ship-
mates children and grandchildren is a powerful
way to as stated in our creed, perpetuate the
memory of our shipmates.

For additional information contact Groton Base
Scholarship Chair, Gregory Kane at Grego-
ry.Kane@ccsu.edu

WELCOME HOME

THE CREWS OF DEPLOYED HOME BOUND
BOATS

The Homecoming Detail provides Honors for
boats as they return home from deployment.
Welcome Home Warriors and thanks for what
you do.

John C. Red Hat coordinator

PS: Anyone who would like to join this group of SUB-
VETS, send me your name and emmail address so
you will be informed of all homecomings.

BULLETIN

Be a part of history—Donate to the
USS GROTON Foundation for bring-
ing Groton Sail and Rudder Home to Groton

Dedicated to the men and women who
design, build and operate submarines,

1 !
Help us build a monument! and the families and communities

who support them
Groton ‘— Groton
Public Library Thrive 55 + Active

|| Living Center

RT. 117/ Newtown Rd. Groton, CT

'N RO

\
N

THE USS GROTON SAIL MONUMENT

We are building a lasting public
monument to celebrate our region’s
contribution to our nation’s defense.
The centerpiece of the monument will
be the USS Groton’s sail and rudder,
which will serve as a permanent tribute
to the Nation’s submarine community,
past, present and future.

Project Launch

OCTOBER 2022

For more than 100 years Groton, CT has
been the Submarine Capital of the World.
Since 1916, thousands of submariners have
trained and served here at our nation’s first
Submarine Base and the Navy’s Submarine
School. Hundreds of submarines have been =
designed and built by the men and women
of Electric Boat.

% This monument will provide a place for
celebration, an educational backdrop to the
8l cvolution of the submarine industry and

¥ submarine service, a site for generations
to reflect on the service of their family and
friends, and a welcoming landmark for all.

www.grotonsail.com

W,
A

ONE SUBMARINE, MANY HANDS, LASTING IMPACT

For more information or to purchase a Paver at this memorial,
Contact Marian Galbraith

Mktgalbraith@gmail.com

860-460-8740



mailto:Mktgalbraith@gmail.com
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BURIAL AT SEA—What you need to know By: John Carcioppolo

As editor of Boat Notes Newsletter, I am re-running this article to make sure all readers and

familv members know the process needed to have your remains buried at sea.

The process for burial at sea is provided in a separate article.

As a follow up to your request for information on the burial at sea
procedure | submit the following:

Upon getting the initial info from you, Mrs. Davis contacted the chaplain's office in Norfolk

and received directions on the submittal of Larry Davis' cremains. She was instructed on

how to package the cremains, a flag (obtained at the post office at no charge), and the cer-
tificate of death from the funeral director. She was informed that Norfolk was the only sub
base that participated in the burial at sea program and that there might be a delay depend-

ing on the availability of a sub and their schedule.

In July, Nancy was informed that Master Chief Davis was placed aboard the USS New Mexi-
co for completion of the burial process. Approximately ten days later Nancy was notified
that Larry was committed to the sea and the specific latitude and longitude of

the commitment. She was also advised that she would receive a call from the C.0. when

the deployment was completed.

Last week Mrs. Davis received a very nice call from the C.O. with details of the burial, much
sympathy, and advised her that she would receive a package in a few days. Last Saturday
she got the package via Federal Express which included the ceremony flag, a ships chal-

lenge coin, details of the ceremony and a picture of the sub.

Nancy and | greatly appreciate your kindness and efforts in making this possible. | sincerely

hope this info will be beneficial to some of our other brothers at the Phin.
Once again, thanks very much.

032023
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“ASEA STORY”

Gato’s A-Division’s Traveling Weevil Circus
By Bob Sharpe STSCS (SS)

The Groton Base secretary, Al Kinsall, asked the membership for some good sea stories for our base’s Boat’s Notes newsletter.
What he was looking for was any story that would have enough truth in it to be remembered by the crew and be bought into by
anyone who was listening to it. But, as with all sea stories, it has to have some embellished of events that would make it some
what believable. So in true submarine tradition my sea story invariably is introduced with (sic) "This ain't no shit..." and where a
fairy tale ends with the words "...and they lived happily ever afterwards" my sea story will always conclude "...and that’s a fact
Jack "

Hey, did you ever hear about this one? Listen up, this ain't no shit, back in ‘68 | was a second class sonarmen stationed on the
U.S.S. Gato SSN-615. By the end of June we were commissioned, tested, inspected, neglected and certified and just finished as-
sisting in the Search & Rescue operations for the U.S.S. Scorpion.

We had completed all of the requirements slated for that trip in late August and was heading back home. Seeing how we had
spent some much time underway under op orders, the CO, Wardroom and Chiefs quarters decided to have a half way night cere-
mony. The front of the mess hall would have casino games and the after end would have the guys playing music.

With the stage set; now let me introduce the two main characters in my story. First, we have MM 1 (SS) Phil Marshall A-division
Submarine Extraordinary and second none other than TM 1 (SS) David ‘Red’ Padgett Gato’s weaponeer and ship’s commentator.

It started out with these two having mid-rats before starting another fine Gato day. Marshall opens a package of crackers and
finds weevils in them. (Weevils, also known as flour bugs, infest dry goods in the pantry.) Somehow the two of them come up
with the idea of making a traveling weevil circus for half-way night.

They approached COB TMCM (SS) Robert Viscovi with the idea about setting it up in the after end of the mess hall. The COB tells
them that the CO already likes the Engineer’s idea about having Dave Higgin’s group “T-Ave in the Green Band” from engineering
there to play music. But being a peace maker for these two, he would approach the wardroom and ask.

As you recall, submarines had the CO’s Standing Night Orders, the Engineer’s Standing Night Order and now Marshall notified eve-
ryone forward that there was now the A-Division Night Orders. Along with what PMs were scheduled and notes about cleaning
up stray oil (submarine oil is always stray oil because submarine hydraulic valves never leak). The last entry now stated that the
Aux Forward was to exercise and feed the weevils with Padgett’s Raisin Jack — Purple Torpedo Juice used as Weevil Steroid En-
hancer.

Phil and Red would meet in the mess hall and the torpedo room to go over there building notes. Often times the crew would
offer suggestions and ideas. The final plans were for them to make a three ring circus under a Big Top.

They decided on one small ring with a see-saw using a magnet sliding underneath it to make the see-saw go up and down. Anoth-
er small ring would have a swing that moves back and forth using the same magnet.

High above the center ring they decided on a tight-rope act that would use string hidden inside the poles and would be operated
from underneath, somehow. On the floor is where they would have a strong man act. The strong weevil would come out and lift
a kitchen match from horizontal to vertical, then balance it for 10 seconds, again using a magnet. Maybe they could even add
some Lights. Anyway, after the first day, Phil and Red made sure that the whole crew knew about the traveling circus.
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Gato’s A-Division’s Traveling Weevil Circus CONT’

The day before Halfway Night, Phil and red started to collect tools and materials that would be needed to make the Big Top.
Just before lunch they ran the fire drill having it end with ventilating the boat to get some fresh air.

Fire in Air-Regen, the Alarm sounds and damage control party goes to work. “Heavy smoke reported in lower level Ops, pre-
pare to ventilate the Operations compartment with the diesel, prepare to snorkel”. With Phil at the scene and Red in the tor-
pedo room, On-scene reports that the fire is out. On the 1 MC we hear “Commence Snorkeling”.

Everything is going good. There was report that the smoke is clearing and the drill is almost over. At that time and for whatev-
er reason, the dive lost the bubble. We pull a high vacuum and the dive recovers the bubble just before the diesel shuts down.
With the ventilating complete, the boat secures from snorkeling and the fire drill. The noon meal is served.

The oncoming watch had just sat down for lunch when a loud ruckus was heard coming down middle level ops passageway.
Phil and Red show up in the mess hall where the COB was starting to eat. Phil starts hollering that the Engineer (OOD) and the
supply officer (Dive) were in cahoots and they purposely killed the bugs. Now vision this, Phil shouting at the COB about pulling
a high vacuum and Red jumping up and down, motioning with is fingers that are trying but can’t reach is nose and hollering
“Their arms are so short they can’t pinch their nose and they couldn’t equalized. It most of sucked their brains out. The little
buggers are all dead, our circus was wiped out!

A roar of laughter could be heard throughout the boat.
T-Ave in the Green Band’ put on a good show, casino night was fun and the bugs were buried at sea during the next TDU flush.

And that’s a fact Jack ".
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“A Moment in Time”

The Story of USS Flasher S5249

First and second war patrols, January — May 1944

Flasher arrived at Pearl Harbor from New London 15 December 1943 to pre-

pare for her first war patrol, for which she sailed 6 January 1944. Bound for her

patrol area off Mindoro, she sank her first target 18 January, sending a 2,900-

ton former gunboat to the bottom. Adding to what would be the greatest total
of enemy tonnage credited to an American submarine in World War ll, she sank a freighter off Manila 5
February, and sank two cargo ships of the same convoy on 14 February. Flasher arrived at Fremantle, Aus-
tralia 29 February to refit. The 2 vessels sunk 14 February 1944 were the Minryo Maru and the Hokuan
Maru. See [1]. (The Hokuan Maru probably rammed and sunk the Grayling 9 September 1943.)

Action-bound once more, the submarine departed Fremantle 4 April 1944 for the coast of French Indochi-
na on her second war patrol. On 29 April she contacted the french river gunboat Tahure guarding a freight-
er off the Hon Doi Islands, and sank both. After sinking a large cargo ship in the Sulu Sea 3

May, Flasher shaped course for Fremantle, arriving 28 May for refit until 19 June.

Third and fourth war patrols, June — October 1944

Flasher made her third war patrol in the South China Sea, where on 28 June 1944 she contacted a heavily
escorted convoy of 13 ships. She made a cautious approach, undeterred by the escort, and shortly after
midnight 29 June, broke into the convoy to sink a freighter and badly damage a large passenger cargo ship.
Her next victim was a freighter, sunk 7 July. Twelve days later, Flasher sighted cruiser Oi escorted by

a destroyer. Two attacks, each followed by a heavy depth charge retaliation from the destroyer, sufficed to
sink the cruiser, a fact confirmed several hours later when a periscope observation revealed only the de-
stroyer in sight. Seven days later, she sank another important target, a merchant tanker, and the same day
damaged another tanker later sunk by one of her sisters. With all her torpedoes gone, Flasher put back for
Fremantle, where she replenished and refitted between 7 August and 30 August.

During her fourth war patrol, in the Philippines, Flasher headed a coordinated attack group which included
two other submarines, Hawkbill and Becuna. Although she was on lifeguard station during the air attacks
preliminary to the invasion of the Philippines during part of this patrol, Flasher sank three ships, a former
light cruiser on 18 September, a transport on 27 September, and a cargo ship on 4 October. She returned to
Fremantle 20 October.



https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Pearl_Harbor
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Naval_Submarine_Base_New_London
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Gunboat
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/World_War_II
http://www.valoratsea.com/JANAC3.htm
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Grayling_(SS-209)
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/French_Indochina
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/French_Indochina
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Cruiser
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Japanese_cruiser_%C5%8Ci
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Destroyer
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Depth_charge
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Periscope
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/Wolfpack_(naval_tactic)
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Hawkbill_(SS-366)
https://military-history.fandom.com/wiki/USS_Becuna_(SS-319)
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Fifth and sixth war patrols, November 1944 — April 1945

Heading the same attack group, Flasher now commanded by Lieutenant Commander G. W. Grider, sailed
on her fifth war patrol 15 November 1944, bound for Cam Ranh Bay. On 4 December one of her compan-
ions reported a tanker convoy, and Flasher set a converging course. As she made her approach in a heavy
downpour, a destroyer suddenly loomed up before her, and Flasher launched her first spread of torpe-
does at this escort. The destroyer was stopped by two hits, and began listing and smoking heavi-

ly. Flasher got a spread of torpedoes away at a tanker before she was forced deep by a second destroyer,
which dropped 16 depth charges. Rising to periscope depth, Flasher located the tanker burning and cov-
ered by yet a third destroyer. Speedily reloading, she prepared to sink the destroyer and finish off the
tanker, and though almost blinded by rainsqualls, she did so with a salvo of four torpedoes, two of which
hit the destroyer, and two of which passed beneath her, as planned, to hit the tanker. Once more, counter
-attack forced Flasher down, and when she surfaced she found no trace of the two damaged destroyers.
The tanker, blazing away, was still guarded by three escorts until abandoned at sunset, when Flasher sank
her with one torpedo. The two destroyers, both found after the war to have been sunk,

were Kishinami and Iwanami (However, the destroyer Iwanami did not exist. The character for" " in Ki-

shinami( ) could have been confused with " "(lwa)) Flasher's war patrol reported that her count of
destroyers may have been inaccurate, but this seems to have been ignored, and it is likely

that Flasher actually finished off previously crippled Kishinami and did not hit any other destroyer.
Flasher contacted another well-guarded tanker convoy on the morning of 21 December 1944, and she be-
gan a long chase, getting into position to attack from the unguarded shoreward side. In rapid succes-

sion, Flasher attacked and sank three of the tankers, receiving no counter-attack since the enemy appar-
ently believed he had stumbled into a minefield. One of these tankers was the largest Flasher sank during
the war. The other two tankers had displacements similar to each other, were tied for third largest.

Refitting at Fremantle once more between 2 January and 29 January 1945, Flasher made her sixth war pa-
trol on the coast of Indochina. Contacts were few, but on 21 February she sank a sea truck by surface gun-
fire, and 4 days later sank a cargo ship with torpedoes. She completed her patrol upon her arrival at Pearl
Harbor 3 April 1945, and sailed a few days later for a West Coast overhaul.

Post-war

Bound for Guam on a seventh war patrol at the close of the war, Flasher was ordered back to New Lon-
don, where she was decommissioned and placed in reserve 16 March 1946, attached to the Atlantic Re-
serve Fleet. On 1 June 1959 the Flasher was struck from the Naval Vessel Register. She was sold for scrap
on 1 June 1963. Her conning tower was removed and placed on display as a memorial at the entrance

to Nautilus Park, a Navy housing area in Groton, Connecticut. It was then moved to the intersection of
Thames St. and Bridge St. where it is the centerpiece of the World War Il memorial that honors the 52 U.S.
submarines and their valiant crews lost during the war. Its upkeep was originally the responsibility of the
Submarine Veterans of World War Il organization and was then transferred into the willing (and usually
younger) hands of the U. S. Submarine Veterans, Inc.

Awards

Flasher received the Presidential Unit Citation for her brilliantly successful third, fourth, and fifth war pa-
trols. For her six war patrols, each designated "Successful", she received six battle stars.

032023
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U.S. SUBMARINES FORCES LOSSES
APRIL

USS Pickerel (S5-177) Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and
men, while on her 7th war patrol. She was lost off Honshu. The exact
cause of her loss has never been determined, but her OP area contained
numerous minefields.

USS Snook (SS-279) Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and
men. Snook ranks 10th in total Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th
in the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan Island, possibly sunk
by a Japanese submarine.

USS Thresher (SSN-593) Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew
members and 17 civilian technicians during deep-diving exercises. 15
minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with USS Skylark
that she was having problems. Skylark heard noises "like air rushing into
an air tank" - then, silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently
recovered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation.
Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had broken up,
taking all hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some
220 miles east of Boston

USS SWORDFISH (SS-193) Lost on Jan 12,1945 with the loss of 89 officers
and men somewhere near Okinawa, on her 13th war patrol. Probably was
lost to a mine.

USS S-26 (SS-131) Lost on Jan 24,1942 with the loss of 46 officers and men
in the Gulf of Panama, on her 2nd war patrol. She was rammed by the
USS PC-460 and sunk within seconds. The CO, XO and one lookout on the
bridge, were the only survivors.
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U.S. SUBMARINES FORCES LOSSES (Continued)

MAY

USS Lagarto (SS-371) Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 86 men near the Gulf of of Siam. On
her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to have been lost to a radar equipped minelayer. This
minelayer was sunk by the USS Hawkbill (55-366) 2 weeks later.

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA. from a Mediterranean deployment.
On May 22,1968 she reported her position to be about 50 miles south of the Azores. Scorpion
was never heard from again. The exact cause of her loss has never been determined. 99 offic-
ers and men were lost.

USS Squalus (S5-192) Lost on: On May 23, 1939 USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic
valve failure during a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially flooded, the submarine
sank to the bottom and came to rest keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander
Charles Momsen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33 survivors use

| the diving bell he invented. 26 men drowned in the after compartments. Later Squa-
lus was raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an ironic turn of fate, Sail-
fish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier carrying surviving crew members from Sculpin,
which had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of survived after spending the rest of

the war as slave laborers in Japan.

o
<5 4' SN, %4

TR | USS Stickleback (SS-415) Lost on May 28, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under
tow after collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534). The entire crew was taken off prior

to sinking
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U.S. SUBMARINES FORCES LOSSES (Continued)

USS Herring (SS-233) Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa Island. Herring was on
her 8th war patrol and was conducting a surface attack when a shore battery spotted her and made 2
direct hits on her conning tower and causing her loss. Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and
a passenger-cargoman. Herring was the only US submarine sunk by a land battery.

USS R-12 (SS-89) Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, FL during a practice
torpedo approach. The cause was probably due to flooding through a torpedo tube. The CO and 2 oth-
er men on the bridge survived, as did 18 crew members on liberty at the time of the accident.

) USS Golet (SS-361) Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her 2nd war patrol, Golet was
| apparently lost in battle with antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.

USS Bonefish (SS-223) Lost on June 18, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near Suzu Misaki.
Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish was on her 8th war patrol. After sinking a passenger-
cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth charge attack.

USS S-27 (SS-132) Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. She was on the surface
in poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted into the shoals. When she could not be freed and start-
ed listing, the captain got the entire crew to shore (400 yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft.
The entire crew was  subsequently rescued.

= USS 0-9 (SS-70) Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 33 men when it foundered off Isle of Shoals, 15
miles from Portsmouth, NH.
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APRIL 2023 -- Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR) Month; Month of the Military Child; Members Update Biography in National Database; See
website for updates at www.ussvigroton.org

SUNDAY
Club Hours (TBS)

MONDAY

Club Hours Closed

TUESDAY
Club Hours Closed

WEDNESDAY
Club Hours 1100-1900

THURSDAY
Club Hours 1100-1900

FRIDAY
Club Hours 1100-1900

SATURDAY
Club Hours - Closed**

** Clubhouse Hours
Expanded/Open on
Mondays and Saturdays
Evenings for Scheduled
Events; Contact Club

01

9AM-12PM, Colchester
Veterans' Coffeehouse

Manager.
02 03 04 05 06 07 08
, . 0900-1100, Danielson 9AM-11AM, RSVP 4800-2030,-SVGB Dinner-
1012 Steak 'n Eggs 1830'Monthly i Veterans Coffeehouse Veterans' Coffeehouse, GOOD FRIDAY Mengelian-Barbegue
Brunch Meeting .
Mystic
0900-1100, RSVP Submarine Birthday
Veterans' Coffeehouse, 0900-1100, RSVP . Memorial Service and
PALM SUNDAY Norwich Veterans' Coffeehouse, PASSOVE: b:g'"s at PASSOVER 60TH ANNIVERSARY of
Willimantic sunse lost of USS THRESHER at
SFML/HSN, 1100
1830 GB Westport THRESHER Memorial
Satellite Group Meeting Service at Portsmouth,
NH, 1300
09 10 11 12 13 14 15
0900-1100, Danielson 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP _ .
Veterans Coffeehouse , , , Last night USSVI National
10-12 Brunch Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, .
. . and SVGB Scholarship
Willimantic Pawcatuck Groton o
applications due
0900-1100, Waterford 0900-1100, Montville SV GB Broadcast update | SV GB Broadcast Publish
EASTER SUNDAY Veterans Coffeehouse RSVP Veterans' due due
Coffeehouse
1830-2100, Danielson
Veterans Coffeehouse PASSOVER
18 27th of Nissan,
Holocaust Remembrance
16 17| Day-Yom Hashoah 19 20 21 2
10-12 Brunch 1130 Holland Club 0900-1100, RSVP . 9AM-11AM, RSVP Memorial Preparations
, Chairman reports due to \
luncheon; guest speaker | Veterans' Coffeehouse, Veterans' Coffeehouse, |Cleanup etc
. . Base Secretary
Willimantic New London
0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM RSVP Spring Field Dayat
Veterans' Coffeehouse, Veterans' Coffeehouse, Clubhouse 09-1200
Norwich Mystic
1600 Clubhouse PASSOVER ends at
Operations Ping Mtg sundown
26 Administrative
23 24 25 Professionals Day 27 28 29

10-12 Brunch

Teleconference 1730, E-

0900-1100, Danielson

0900-1100, RSVP

9AM-11AM, RSVP

9AM-11AM, RSVP

10-12 Brunch

Board Meeting Veterans Coffeehouse Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse,

Norwich Pawcatuck Groton

All Award nominations Captain of Color Guard SV GB Broadcast Publish

(with exception of 0900-1100, RSVP resgister for Groton's 4th due

Newsletter Award ) must \ of July Parade

. Veterans' Coffeehouse,

be received by the Willimantic

National Awards

Committee Chairman.

1700 Holland Club Ping 27th of Nissan, Holocaust | SV GB Broadcast update

Mtg Remembrance Day - Yom due
Hashoah

30

This is a planning calendar, events and date may change
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MA29:G54AY 2023 - MAY is Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, Jewish American Heritage Month and Military Spouse Appreciation

Month; See website for updates at www.ussvigroton.org

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Club Hours (TBS) Club Hours Closed Club Hours Closed Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours - Closed**
Armed Forces Week 2nd Saturdayin May; A'med Forces Day 3rd Saturdayin May;
** Clubhouse HF)urs Expanded/Open on Mondays and 27th of Nissan, Holocaust
Saturdays Evenings for Scheduled Events; Contact
Club Manager. Remembrance Day - Yom
Hashoah
01 02 03 04 05 06
Teleconference/NTC 0900-1100, RSVP 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, Colchester
1830, Monthly Business | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | National Day of Prayer | Veterans'Coffeechouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse
Meeting Norwich Willimantic New London
Uniform Change/ CNRMA 9AM-11AM, RSVP 14-2000 Kentucky Derby
Zone 2: CT, ME, MA, NH Veterans' Coffeehouse, Potluck
RL VT, DE, MD,NJ, NY, PA, Mystic
wv
1830 GB Westport
Satellite Group Meeting
BATTLE OF CORAL SEA, 4-8 MAY, 1942
07 08 VE-DAY, § May 1945 09 10 1 12 13
10-12 Steak 'n Eggs  |Deadline for submission of | 0900-1100, Waterford . Military Spouse Day or
Brunch Newsletters for Newsletter | Veterans Coffeehouse National News},etter Avards 9AM-11AM, RSVP Military Spouse
of the Year Award. mustb? received by the Veterans' Coffeehouse, Appreciation Day is Armed Forces Week Starts
National Awards .
Committee Chairman. Pawcatuck celebrated on the Friday
before Mother’s Day
5:30pm 60th Anniversary 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP American Submariner and
and Holland Club Veterans' Coffeehouse, Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Boat Note input sdue 1
Induction PIngffocus Willimantic Groton June
Group Mtg
BATTLE OF CORAL SEA 4-8 MAY, 1942 SV GB Broadcast update | SV GB Broadcast Publish
due due
15 Peace Officer Memorial
14 Day 16 17 18 19 20
0900-1100, RSVP 1830, 4th July Parade Chairman reports due to American Submariner &
10-12 Brunch Veterans' Coffeehouse, |Ping Newsletter/Boat Note Armed Forces Day
. Base Secretary .
Norwich inputs due 1 June
Peace Officer Memorial |1600 Clubhouse 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 14-2000 Preakness
Day; Police Week starts |Operations Plng Mtg Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, Stakes Potluck
Mother's Day - . .
Willimantic Mystic New London
1130, Holland Club 1830-2100, Danielson
luncheon; Veterans Coffeehouse
1730, Holland Club Ping
Mtg Dry Run
22 National
21 Maritime Day 23 24 25 26 27
10-12 Brunch American Submariner and 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP
Boat Note inputs due 1 Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse,
June Willimantic Pawcatuck Groton
SV GB Broadcast update | SV GB Broadcast Publish
due due
28 29 30 31
10-12 Brunch Memorial Day 1100, 1730, E-Board Meeting 0900-1100, RS VP Veterans'
Memorial Service and USS Coffeehouse, Willimantic
SCORPION remembrance
at Natl Sub Memorial East;

guest speaker: TBD

1800, 4th July Parade Plng
American Submariner &
Newsletter/Boat Note

inputs due 1 June
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JUNE 2023 - Men's Health Awareness Month; Caribbean American Heritage Month; See website for updates at www.ussvigroton.org

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Club Hours (TBD) Club Hours Closed Club Hours Closed Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours 1100-1900 Club Hours - Closed**
01 02 03
** Clubhouse Hours 9AM-11AM, RSVP Veterans'| ~ 9AM-11AM, RSVP (0900, Holland Club
Expanded/Open on Mondays Coffeehouse, Mystic Veterans' Coffeehouse, |Ceremony at Dealey
and Saturdays Evenings for New London Center, S"b.ase; Holland
Scheduled Events; Contact Clubreception at
Clubhouse
Club Maneger 1830, 6B Westport Satelite| 1730-2100, SVCB Dinner | 9A-11AM, Colchester
Group Meeting Summer Steak Night | Veterans' Coffeehouse
04 05| 06 D-Day, June 6, 1944 07 08 09 10
10am Steak & Egg 1830, Monthly Business 0900-1100, RSVP 0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP  {14-2000 Belmouth Stakes
Brunch Meeting Veterans' Coffechouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, Potluck
Norwich Willimantic Pawcatuck Groton
1730, Holland Club {1800 Scholarship 1830 Holland Club 0900-1100, Montville | SV GB Broadcast update SV GB Broadcast Publish
LessonLearned Mtg  [Awardee Presentation  |mtg/lesson learned RSVP Veterans' due due
Coffeehouse
BATTLE OF MIDWAY, 4-7 JUNE 1942
14 RagDa
1 1 13 U.S. Army Bifthd:y, 1775 13 16 1
10-12 Brunch 1130, Holland Club 4:30pm Scholarship Golf | 9AM-11AM, RSVP 9AM-11AM, RSVP {1200 - 1700, Annual
luncheon Tournament Final Plng | Veterans' Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, |Family Picnic Groton Elks
Mystic New London Club (TBD)
1830-2100, Danielson  |6:00pm, 4th July Parade  |8am 59th Anniv
Veterans Coffeehouse  |Plng Scholarship Golf
Tournament Fund Raiser
1600 Clubhouse 1830-2100, Danielson
Operations PingMtg  |Veterans Coffeehouse
7:00pm Thanksgiving/
Caring & Sharing Prog
Ping
19 Juneteenth
18 (Federal Holiday) 0 n n 3 Y
10-12 Brunch 0900-1100,RSVP {1800, 4th July Parade Plng . 9AM-11AM, RSVP
Chairman reports due to .
Veterans Coffeehouse, Veterans' Coffeehouse,
. Base Secretary
Norwich Groton
0900-1100, RSVP 9AM-11AM,RSVP | SV GB Broadcast Publish
Father's Day Veterans Coffeehouse, | Veterans' Coffeehouse, due
Willimantic Pawcatuck
SV GB Broadcast update
due
15 26 277 28 I 30
10-12 Brunch 1730, E-Board Meeting 0900-1100, RSVP Veterans
Coffeehouse, Willimantic
0:30pm Thanksgiving/
Caring & Sharing Prog

Plng/Letter Writing
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS Jim Lawton, PAO

The Virtual Tour Revision 2 is posted on our YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2K-CpiSw20

Virtual Tour SubVets Gro
2022 (Rev. 2)

Revision 2 - Virtual Tour of renovations to the Submarine Veterans
Clubhouse, 40 School Street, Groton, CT. The COVID-19 Team ren-
ovated the entire clubhouse inside and out. This video created by
Jim Lawton - USSVI SubVets Groton PAO (2022) of Creative
Sounds Entertainment - No Copy rite notices filed. Credit Ben-
sound.com, For example: "Music ...

www.youtube.com

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?
(Click link here) https://www.facebook.com/ussvigroton/

Please “like” our Facebook Page and “share” posts and photos with
friends and members.

Help us get the great work we do out there!

There are a number of Facebook sites dedicated to our experiences....
Some are listed below........
Old War Submarine Veterans
Eternal Patrol by USSVI
Silent Service motorcycle club international
US Submarine Veterans
Run Silent, Run Deep

Of course, we want you to visit us in Groton.... https://www.ussvigroton.org/


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2K-CpiSw20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2K-CpiSw20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y2K-CpiSw20
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