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BOAT NOTES

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties
while serving their country, That their dedications, deeds, and supreme sacrifice serve as a constant source
of motivation towards greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United States of

America and its Constitution”

HAPPY 121ST BIRTHDAY

EVERY DAY WE HONOR AND REMEMBER OUR SHIPMATES LOST AT SEA
THIS QUARTER WE REMEMBER ALL LOST ON THE THRESHER & SCORPION

GROTON BASE—ELECTIONS ON MAY 3, 2021
FOR Base Commander, Jr. Vice Commander & Treasurer
NOMINATIONS ARE CLOSED - APRIL 15, 2021

BYLAWS CHANGE
e INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THIS ISSUE
e INFORMATION IS ALSO POSTED AT THE CLUB AND ON OUR WEBSITE

IT1S IMPORTANT THAT YOU KEEP IN TOUCH.
e READ OUR WEEKLY BROADCASTS FOR INFORMATION ON NATIONAL , GROTON BASE

& VETERANS INFORMATION.
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR PAST AND FUTURE EVENTS, INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS AND DONATIONS



UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE

®

Groton Base Officers and Committee
Chairs and Points of Contacts

Base Commander
Jeff Walsh

commander@ussvigroton.org

Senior Vice Commander
Scott Howard
vice@ussvigroton.org

Jr Vice commander
Patrick Sullivan
iluvk8 @gmail.com

Secretary
Charlie Murray
Secretary@ussvigroton.org

Treasurer
Charlie Murray
Treasurer@ussvigroton.org

Eboard Advisor
Stan Mathis
house@ussvigroton.org

Past Base Commander
Al Kinsall
kinsalla@outlook.com

Base Chaplain
Jack Galimore
ajgjgh@aol.com

Club Manager
Laura Byrne and Jill Henry

clubmanager@ussvigroton.org

Public Affairs Officer
Jim Lawton
PAO@ussvigroton.org

Membership Chair
Steven Ricard

membership@ussvigroton.org

Holland Club
Rich Cheatham
holland@ussvigroton.org

Scholarship
Greg Kane
Gregory.kane@ccsu.edu

Kap (SS) 4 Kid (SS)
John Riley
Subvetss4kidss@gmail.com

Memorial
Marian Galbraith
mktgalbraith@gmail.com.

Veterans Affairs
Al Kinsall
veterans@ussvigroton.org

Editing
Leon Hylton

License Plate Chair
Richard Rusczyk
richardrusczyk@att.net
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BOAT NOTES

The official newsletter of the United
States Submarine Veterans, INC.,
Groton Base published quarterly

Deadlines for submission

1st Quarter ~ December 1
2nd Quarter ~ March 1

3rd Quarter ~June 1

4th Quarter ~ September 1

Contacting USSVI Groton Base

US Mail: USSVI Groton Base
40 School St
Groton CT, 06340

Phone: (860) 445-5262

Email: All officers and committee chairs
can be reached by email as noted on the
left side of this page.

We provide a lot of information in regards
to USSVI Groton Base via email and if you
are not on the Base’s email listing contact
us and we will ensure you are on it.

Webpage: Our webpage is
https://ussvigroton.org/

Address Changes

Please keep your address up to
date at all times. Having a correct
address allows us to not only en-
sure Boat Notes gets to you, but
all other important correspond-
ence. It also allows us to save
money on unnecessary postage.
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COMMANDER’S CORNER Jeff Walsh

Shipmates, Family and Friends.

This is my last Boat Notes Article as Base Commander for the First and Finest base. What a tre-
mendous ride it has been for the last 5 years!

Our relationship with National was not very good and there was a lack of trust on both sides.
Shortly after taking over as Base Commander in August of 2016, and after several meetings, some
in person (which were needed) it was determined that the root cause of all the issues was the
lack of communications between Groton Base and National Leadership.

During the National Convention in 2017, and spearheaded by then National Senior Vice Com-
mander Wayne Standerfer, a meeting was held. Out of that meeting a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) was drafted and eventually ratified. Since this meeting, the relationship
between National and Groton Base has been outstanding and has not only benefited our base
but the Subvets organization.

During my tour, we also brought the Organization into the 21st century. We set out each year to
embrace technology and to find methods to get the word out to our members. Just before the
Pandemic, we started broadcasting our monthly membership meetings online for all to attend.
It was a tough start, but through trial and error we were able to get our meetings online.

It was with this technology that we were able to broadcast all of our meetings and not miss a
single meeting during the yearlong Pandemic.

Another thing about which | am very proud, that has happened during my tour, was a major
renovation of interior of the Dominic “Joe” Negri Clubhouse. Over a dozen of our members spent
nearly 20,000 volunteer hours doing demolition, rebuilding, and painting in our

Clubhouse. If you have not visited your clubhouse, please do. You will love what you see.

(continued on next page)




UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 4 ISSUE 2021-2

COMMANDER’S CORNER (continued) Jeff Walsh

I could not accomplish any of the above without a great team. | have been extremely
| fortunate to have just that. To name a few:

Big Al Atkinson. When | took over as Base Commander, | called Big Al and asked him to come
back and take on the role of Vice Commander (who | had relieved as in 2016). Al was very
instrumental during the meetings with National, as he served as a calming voice in the room

and ensured that nothing got out of hand. He has also served as one of my primary mentors
during my tour.

Robert Perritt. Robert was also very instrumental during my tour. Robert identified key issues
that we needed to address financially within our Base and on the National Level. Our base

finances are unique as we are also running a business. There are many laws that need to be
identified and followed. Robert did just that.

Stan Mathis. Stan has also served in an important role during my tour. He ensured that no

matter how busy or hectic things got that we as a group never missed a deadline, or a minor
detail of a project.

Joe Smith. Joe’s role as Chairman of the Board of Trustees was instrumental in reestablishing

the way our club operates. His energy along with the BOT brought fresh new ideas and new
methods of bringing members to the club.

Steve Ricard. Steve has served as Vice Commander, Membership Chair and Holland Club

Chairman. His energy and drive have been contagious. If he is elected as Base Commander, it
will be a big win for our organization.

Charlie Murray. Charlie during my tour has served as Secretary and for the last year as our
Treasurer. Charlie’s support has been phenomenal. Everything he has done has been with

the mindset of “How can | make the organization better”. He was also instrumental in leading
the charge in our COVID Renovations at the Dominic “Joe” Negri Clubhouse.

So, Shipmates thank you. Thank you for giving me the privilege of serving as your Base Commander.
It was a honor that | will never forget and | humbly thank each and every one of you.

Fraternally yours,

Jeff Walsh

USSVI Groton Base Commander

USSVI North East Regional District 1 Commander

“FIRST AND FINEST" Ph: 860-449-2103, Email: commander@ussvigroton.org



mailto:commander@ussvigroton.org

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 5 ISSUE 2021-2

MEMBERSHIP REPORT Steve Ricard, Chairman

USSVI Groton Base Membership April 2021

It's amazing how time flies when you are having fun or extremely busy. | can’t believe we are al-
ready through a quarter of the year. Hopefully during the next quarter, we can continue to get back
to business as usual and fully open the club.

OK so where are we in membership totals? Since the last issue of Boat Notes I'm sad to report we
have lost ground. We dropped from 1,126 at the end of 2020 to 1,030 to begin 2021. On the bright-
er side members are sending in payments to both Groton and/or National to renew for 2021 and
beyond bringing our total membership up to 1,055. Thank you for renewing your membership.

The following numbers are what National has in their database for Groton.

Groton Base

# Members:1,055 # Holland Club: 599 # with E-mail: 948

# Regular Annual: # Reg Associate: 31 # Owe National Dues: 118
167

# USSVI Life Members: # Life Associate: 29 # Owe Base Dues: 369
845

# Base Life Members: # Charter Members: 3

407

How do we increase our membership?
1. If you owe National dues for 2021 please pay as soon as possible.
2. If you are a Life Member with National and have not paid your 2021 Groton Base
dues, please pay as soon as possible. Groton Base has the option to make you a
Member at Large. Jury is still out on that decision.
3. Recruit Active Duty qualified in Submarines.

See below.

Active Duty, Arriving

4. Hold more events at the club inviting Active Duty
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT Steve Ricard, Chairman

Are you getting updates from Groton Base?

1, Emails: According to the above table only 948 members receiving emails. All of
our weekly communication is via email.

2. USPS mail: Are you receiving snail mail from USSVI Groton Base?

3. Log in to USSVI: When was the last time you logged into your account at
https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp to update your information? If you forgot
your password, ask, and they’ll send it to you.

4. Need Help: Send me an email or give me a call membership@ussvigroton.org or
860-460-0963

Over the next month | will be turning over the reins as the Membership Chairman to Jeff
Flesher. He will continue to work with our technical guru to make sure our membership tool
and database post accurate and timely information. It has been a pleasure working with you.

Hopefully in my next role at USSVI Groton we can continue to come up with new ways to in-
crease our membership.

For Groton Base to survive we need everyone to take an active part in order to sustain and
maintain our clubhouse. This is “Your Club”.



https://www.ussvi.org/home.asp
mailto:membership@ussvigroton.org
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® U.S. SUBMARINE FORCES LOSSES

Bless those who served beneath the deep,
Through the lonely hours of vigil they had to keep,
May the eternal peace their mission ever be,
Bless each one we ask of thee,

Comfort those who at home who waited and prayed,
For their return night and day

USS Pickerel (SS-177) Lost on April 3,1943 with the loss of 74 officers and men, while on her 7th war patrol.
She was lost off Honshu. The exact cause of her loss has never been determined, but her OP area contained
‘| numerous minefields.

USS Snook (SS-279) Lost on April 8,1945 with the loss of 84 officers and men. Snook ranks 10th in total
Japanese tonnage sunk and is tied for 9th in the number of ships sunk. She was lost near Hainan Island,
possibly sunk by a Japanese submarine.

3| USS Thresher (SSN-593) Lost on April 10, 1963 with the loss of 112 crew members and 17 civilian

1| technicians during deep-diving exercises. 15 minutes after reaching test depth, she communicated with
USS Skylark that she was having problems. Skylark heard noises "like air rushing into an air tank" - then,

i| silence. Rescue ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of
{| internal insulation. Photographs taken by Trieste proved that the submarine had broken up, taking all

~ hands on board to their deaths in 1,400 fathoms of water, some 220 miles east of Boston

USS Gudgeon (SS-211) was probably lost on April 18, 1944 with the loss of 79 men SE of lwo Jima, but
may have been sunk on May 12, 1944 in another attack on an unidentified submarine and heard by
several other submarines in the area. Winner of 5 Presidential Unit Citations, Gudgeon was on her 12th
war patrol and most likely due to a combined air and surface antisubmarine attack. Gudgeon was the
first US submarine to go on patrol from Pearl Harbor after the Japanese attack. On her first patrol, she
became the first US submarine to sink an enemy warship, picking off the submarine 1-173.

USS Grenadier (SS-210) Lost on: April 22,1943 near Penang, with no immediate loss of life. She was on
her 6th war patrol. While stalking a convoy, she was spotted by a plane and dove. While passing 130 feet,
Grenadier was bombed, causing severe damage. She was lodged on the bottom 270 feet and the crew
spent hours fighting fires and flooding. When she surfaced, she had no propulsion and was attacked by
another plane. While she shot down the plane. When enemy ships arrived, the CO abandoned ship and
scuttled the boat. Of the 76 crew members taken prisoner, 72 survived the war.

USS Bonefish (S5-582)

Damaged on 24 April 1988 due to an explosion and fire in the Battery space during an exercise off the Atlantic Coast of
Florida. Crew was ordered to abandon ship with 92 men onboard. 89 survived and were rescued, 3 men were lost. Bonefish
was towed to Charleston, SC, declared unrepairable, decommissioned, and scrapped.
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C) U.S. SUBMARINE FORCES LOSSES (Continued)

USS Lagarto (SS-371) Lost on May 3, 1945 with the loss of 86 men near the Gulf of
Siam. On her 2nd war patrol, she is believed to have been lost to a radar equipped
minelayer. This minelayer was sunk by the USS Hawkbill (S5-366) 2 weeks later.

USS Scorpion (SSN-589) was returning to Norfolk, VA. from a Mediterranean
deployment. On May 22,1968 she reported her position to be about 50 miles south
of the Azores. Scorpion was never heard from again. The exact cause of her loss has
never been determined. 99 officers and men were lost.

USS Squalus (S5-192) Lost on: On May 23, 1939 USS Squalus suffered a catastrophic
valve failure during a test dive off the Isle of Shoals. Partially flooded, the submarine
sank to the bottom and came to rest keel down in 240 feet of water. Commander
Charles Momsen and Navy divers on the USS Falcon (ASR-2) rescued 33 survivors
use the diving bell he invented. 26 men drowned in the after compartments. Later
Squalus was raised and recommissioned as the USS Sailfish. In an ironic turn of fate,
Sailfish sank the Japanese aircraft carrier carrying surviving crew members from
Sculpin, which had located Squalus in 1939. Only one of survived after spending the
rest of the war as slave laborers in Japan.

” .\ ¥

WIS | USS Stickleback (SS-415) Lost on May 28, 1958 when it sank off Hawaii while under

SS - 415
tow after collision with USS Silverstein (DE-534). The entire crew was taken off prior

to sinking
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U.S. SUBMARINE FORCES LOSSES (Continued)

June

USS Herring (SS-233) Lost on June 1, 1944 with the loss of 83 men near Matsuwa Island.
Herring was on her 8th war patrol and was conducting a surface attack when a shore
battery spotted her and made 2 direct hits on her conning tower and causing her loss.
Before being sunk, she had sank a freighter and a passenger-cargoman. Herring was the
only US submarine sunk by a land battery.

USS R-12 (SS-89) Lost on June 12, 1943 with the loss of 42 men near Key West, FL during
a practice torpedo approach. The cause was probably due to flooding through a torpedo
tube. The CO and 2 other men on the bridge survived, as did 18 crew members on liberty
at the time of the accident.

; USS Golet (SS-361) Lost on June 14, 1944 with the loss of 82 men. On her 2nd war patrol,
7| Golet was apparently lost in battle with antisubmarine forces north of Honshu.

USS Bonefish (5S-223) Lost on June 18, 1945 with the loss of 85 men when sunk near
4 Suzu Misaki. Winner of 3 Navy Unit Citations, Bonefish was on her 8th war patrol. After
sinking a passenger-cargoman, Bonefish was subjected to a savage depth charge attack.

USS S-27 (S5-132) Lost on June 19, 1942 when it grounded off Amchitka Island. She
was on the surface in poor visibility, charging batteries and drifted into the shoals.
When she could not be freed and started listing, the captain got the entire crew to
shore (400 yards away) in relays using a 3-man rubber raft. The entire crew was
subsequently rescued.

USS 0-9 (SS-70) Lost on Jun 20, 1941 with the loss of 33 men when it foundered off
Isle of Shoals, 15 miles from Portsmouth, NH.

USS Runner (SS-275) Lost between June 26 & July 4th 1943 with the loss of 78 men.
Runner was on her 3rd war patrol probably due to a mine. Prior to her loss, she
reported sinking a freighter and a passenger-cargoman off the Kuriles. This boat's last
known ship sunk happened on June 26th, so she probably hit that mine on or after that
date but before July 4th, when she was scheduled back at Midway.
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U.S. SUBMARINE FORCES LOSSES (continued)

SHIPMATES PLEASE PAUSE TO REMEMBER THOSE OF OUR SHIPMATES WHO SAILED IN HARM’S WAY
AND DID NOT RETURN.
LORD, THESE DEPARTED SHIPMATES WITH DOLPHINS ON THEIR CHEST
ARE PART OF AN OUTFIT KNOWN AS THE BEST.
MAKE THEM WELCOME AND TAKE THEM BY THE HAND.
YOU'LL FIND WITHOUT A DOUBT THEY WERE THE BEST IN ALL THE LAND.
SO, HEAVENLY FATHER THEIR NAMES ARE ON THE ROLLS
OF OUR DEPARTED SHIPMATES STILL ON PATROL.

LET THEM KNOW THAT WE WHO SURVIVE
WILL ALWAYS KEEP THEIR MEMORIES ALIVE

GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021

THERE IS A PORT OF NO RETURN
WHERE SHIPS MAY RIDE AT ANCHOR FOR A LITTLE SPACE AND THEN SOME NIGHT THE
CABLE SLIPS
LEAVING ONLY AN EDDY AT THE MOORING PLACE
GULLS VEAR NO LONGER,
SAILOR REST YOUR OAR
NO TANGLED WRECKAGE WILL BE WASHED ASHORE

Go to this link for USSVI Eternal Patrol Search https://www.ussvi.org/

USSYI Submarine Yeterans Mational Office o
March 2 at 10:49 AM - 8

N . " I — I % .
USSVI Member: Please cut out and attach this

note to your will or final instructions.
** IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS **

In the case of my death, please immediately
notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc.,
(USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978
and give the person on duty the information
regarding my death, funeral, and burial
arrangements, plus who they can contact for
follow-up and support.
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REMEMBER OUR SHIPMATES—LOST AT SEA - (SSN589) & (SSN593)

Class: SSN 593 Commissioned:

8/3/1961 Launched: 7/9/1960

Builder: Portsmouth Navy Yard Length: 279,
Beam: 32

#Officers: 16, #Enlisted: 96

Fate: Thresher was lost while conducting sea tri-
als off the New England coast. Probably due to a
catastrophic flooding casualty. 129 men lost.
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71 29/ 1ll%6uwOnched: 12/ 29/ 1959
Buil der: Electric Boat Co (
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REMEMBER OUR SHIPMATES—LOST AT SEA - USS Thresher (SSN-593)

Fred Philip Abrams*
Ronald Clare Babcock
John Edward Bell

Edgar Solon Bobbitt
Richard Paul Brann
Steven George Cayey
Larry William Claussen
Kenneth Ray Corcoran*
Paul Chevalier Currier*
Donald Clifford Day
Peter Joseph DiBella

Don Roy Dundas

Ellwood Henry Forni
Gregory Joseph Fusco
John Edmond Garner
Robert Howard Gosnell
Paul Alfred Guerette*
John Wesley Harvey
Marvin Theodore Helsius
Joseph Hartshorne Hoague
John Penfield Inglis
Edward Albert Johnson
Thomas Benjamin Johnson
Thomas Charles Kantz
George John Kiesecker
George Ronald Kroner
Wayne Wilfred Lavoie
Frank John Malinski
Douglas Ray McClelland
Sidney Lynn Middleton
James Alton Musselwhite
John Daniel Norris

Guy Carrington Parsons, Jr.
James Frank Phillippi
Robert Dan Prescott*
Pervis Robison, Jr.

James Michael Schiewe
Joseph Thomas Shimko
John Smargz, Jr.

Ronald Hal Solomon
Roger Edwin VanPelt
Lawrence Eugene Whitten*

Philip Harcourt Allen
Ronald Eugene Bain
Robert Donald Biederman
Gerald Charles Boster
Richard James Carkoski
Robert E. Charron*
Thomas Edward Clements
Kenneth James Critchley*
Samuel Joseph Dabruzzi
Roy Overton Denny, Jr.
Michael John DiNola

Troy Earl Dyer

Raymond Peter Foti
Andrew Joseph Gallant, Jr.
Pat Mehaffy Garner

John Gilbert Grafton
Aaron Jackie Gunter
Norman Theodore Hayes
James John Henry, Jr.
James Porter Hodge
Maurice Frank Jaquay*
Richard Lee Johnson
Richard William Jones
Robert Dennis Kearney
Billy Max Klier

Donald William Kuester*
John Sheldon Lyman, Jr.
Richard Herman Mann, Jr.
Donald James McCord
Henry Charles Moreau*
Donald Emery Nault
Chesley Charles Oetting
Roscoe Cleveland Pennington
Daniel Andrew Philput
John Sage Regan

Glenn Alva Rountree
Benjamin Nathan Shafer
Burnett Michael Shotwell
William Harry Smith, Jr.
Donald T. Stadtmuller*
Joseph Alfred Walski
Charles Louis Wiggins

(*) denotes civilian

Tilmon Joseph Arsenault
Daniel W. Beal, Jr.*
John Hilary Billings
George Bracey
Patrick Wayne Carmody
Edward Christiansen
Merrill Francis Collier
Francis Michael Cummings
Clyde Elcott Davison, Il
Richard Roy Des Jardins*
George J. Dineen*
Richard Kaye Fisher*
Larry Wayne Freeman
Napoleon Tomas Garcia
Robert William Gaynor
William Edward Graham
Richard Charles Hall
Laird Glenn Heiser
Leonard Hogentogler Hewitt
John Francis Hudson
Brawner Garth Johnson
Robert Eugene Johnson
Edmund Joseph Kaluza
Ronald Dean Keiler
Robert Lee Krag
Norman Gilbert Lanouette

Templeman Norwood Mabry, Jr.

Julius Francis Marullo, Jr.
Karl Paul McDonough
Ronald Arthur Muise
Walter Jack Noonis
Franklin James Palmer*
James Glen Peters
Richard Podwell

James Patrick Ritchie
Anthony Alexander Rushetski
John Davis Shafer

Alan Dennison Sinnett
James Leonard Snider
Robert Edwin Steinel
David Allan Wasel

John Joseph Wiley
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REMEMBER OUR SHIPMATES—LOST AT SEA - USS SCORPION (SSN589)

(*) denotes civilian

Keith Alexander Martin Allen
Joseph Anthony Baar, Jr.
Michael Reid Blake

James Kenneth Brueggeman
Daniel Paul Burns, Jr.
Samuel J. Cardullo

Robert Lee Chandler
Robert James Cowan
Michael Edward Dunn
William Ralph Fennick
James Walter Forrester, Jr.
Steven Dean Gleason
Larry Leroy Hess

Ralph Robert Huber
Robert Johnson

Patrick Charles Kahanek
Rodney Joseph Kipp

Max Franklin Lanier
Kenneth Robert Martin
Steven Charles Miksad
Raymond Dale Morrison
Dennis Paul Pferrer

Earl Lester Ray, Jr.

Richard George Schaffer
Francis Atwood Slattery
Robert Bernard Smith
Joel Candler Stephens
Richard Norman Summers
James Frank Tindol, 11
Ronald James Voss
Robert Westley Watson
James Mitchell Wells
Virgil Alexander Wright, Ill

Thomas Edward Amtower
Michael Jon Bailey

Robert Harold Blocker
Robert Eugene Bryan
Ronald Lee Byers

Francis King Carey, Il
Mark Helton Christiansen
Joseph Cross

Richard Philip Engelhart
Robert Walter Flesch
Ronald Anthony Frank
William Clarke Harwi
Richard Curtis Hogeland
Harry David Huckelberry
Steven Leroy Johnson
Donald Terry Karmasek, Sr.
Dennis Charles Knapp
John Weichert Livingston
Frank Patsy Mazzuchi
Joseph Francis Miller, Jr.
Michael Anthony Odening
Gerald Stanley Pospisil
Jorge Luis Santana
William Newman Schoonover
George Elmer Smith, Jr.
Harold Robert Snapp, Jr.
David Burton Stone

John Driscoll Sweeney, Jr.
Johnny Gerald Veerhusen
John Michael Wallace
James Edwin Webb
Ronald Richard Williams
Donald Howard Yarbrough

George Gile Annable
Walter William Bishop
Kenneth Ray Brocker
John Patrick Burke
Duglas Leroy Campbell
Gary James Carpenter
Romeo S. Constantino
Garlin Ray Denney
George Patrick Farrin
Vernon Mark Foli
Michael David Gibson
Michael Edward Henry
John Richard Houge
John Frank Johnson
Julius Johnston, llI
Richard Allen Kerntke, Sr.
Charles Lee Lamberth
David Bennett Lloyd
Michael Lee McGuire
Cecil Frederick Mobley
Daniel Christopher Petersen
Donald Richard Powell
Lynn Thompson Saville
Phillip Allan Seifert
Laughton Douglas Smith
Daniel Peter Stephens
John Phillip Sturgill
John Charles Sweet
Robert Paul Violetti
Joel Kurt Watkins

Leo William Weinbeck
Robert Alan Willis
Clarence Otto Young, Jr.
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GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021

Leonard E Sinacore, TM1(SS)
Central Islip, NY
Passed away on 2/22/2021

USSVI Base: Long Island
Dual member: GROTON, TROUT
Served on: SS-297, SS-566

Cold War Submariner Leonard "Lenny" Sinacore, 72, of Central Islip, NY departed 2/22/2021 on his final and
eternal patrol.

Lenny qualified in submarines on the USS Trout (SS-566) in 1971 and was a TM1(SS) when he left the Navy.
After he was discharged and returned from San Diego, he met one of the Founding Members of USSVI National
and Long Island Base Wes Aldag who signed him up as a member of Long Island Base in January 1971. He
became a Life Member in 2004. He also joined Groton Base as a Dual Member in 2003. He was the Base

Commander of Long Island New York Base for two tours. (1986 -1988 and 1992 -1994.)

Lenny was a very active member of the Long Island SUBVETS participating in Memorial Services, Parades and
various events.

This year he became eligible for the prestigious HOLLAND Club for being Qualified in Submarines for 50 years.
Lenny was a Life and Holland Club member of USSVI Long Island, Groton and Trout bases.

He was a loving husband, wonderful father and father-in-law, brother and treasured Papa. Proud 50 Year
Holland Club Submarine Veteran. He will be sorely missed.

Sailor, Rest your oar.


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=11860&EPid=45520
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I GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021
ool 8
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Richard Monroe Paul, QM3(SS)
Dalton, MA

Passed away on 2/27/2021
Joined USSVI: 2010

USSVI Base: Groton
Dual member: SVWWII
Served on: DD-700, SS-83, AS-24

WWII Submarine Veteran, Mr. Richard (Dick) M. Paul, age 95, of Dalton, MA passed away on February 27, 2021 at Baystate
Medical Center following a short illness. Prior to his passing, Richard wrote his own obituary.

Dick was born on August 29, 1925 in Glen Ridge, New Jersey. He was the son of Clarence and Adlien Paul of Upper Montclair,
New Jersey. He graduated from Montclair High School, Montclair, NJ in 1943.

After graduation, at 17, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. Upon completion of boot camp in Newport, R.l. he was sent to
Quartermaster School. Upon completing the program, he volunteered for the U.S. Navy submarine service and was sent to New
London, CT. He was qualified in submarines in USS R-6 (SS-83) 1944, served in both the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters, and was
QM3(SS) when released by the Navy.. He was a lifelong member of the submarine Holland Club. Dick received the American
Theater Ribbon, Asiatic Pacific Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Unit Citation and Victory Medal.

Dick qualified in submarines on the USS R-6 (S5-83) in 1944 and was a QM3(SS) when he left the Navy.

A week after his honorable discharge from the Navy, he enrolled in Rutgers College of Pharmacy, Rutgers University. Being
married with a child and going to college, it took him over six years to receive his Bachelor's of Science degree. Upon
graduation, he went to work and at the same time began studying for his Master's at Rutgers, Seton Hall and Fairleigh-
Dickinson Universities. While going to college he worked for American Chicle Co. Upon graduation with this Bachelor's degree
he went to work with Bristol Laboratories and then joined Parke Davis Pharmaceutical Co., where he enjoyed a 28 year career.
After working 18 years in NJ, he was transferred to the Berkshires where he was put in charge of sales for Western MA,
Southwestern VT, Upper Eastern part of NY and portions of Western CT.

Upon retiring from Parke Davis, Dick became the Coach of Pittsfield High School's Tennis Team. His team was undefeated for
four years. He also resumed his studies at Williams College and North Adams State College. He coached minor league baseball
and he would attend his children's sports activities, church events and was always there for them. His work in New England
required that he traveled every other week on business. Anne was a great substitute coach.

Although a pharmacist, Dick did not like retail work. He watched his father work 12-14 hour days at his drug store. So, he went
to work for the pharmaceutical companies instead.

Dick was involved in athletics most of his life. He excelled in baseball, tennis, and bowling. He was ranked 21 in New England for
his age bracket while playing in the NELTA Senior Circuit. He was going to pursue a career in baseball but chose to go to college
instead as he considered that more important. He was an amateur Geologist traveling across the country in search of mineral
specimens and got a lot of joy out of his collection and showing it to others.

Continued on next page


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=76127&EPid=45541
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GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021

Richard Monroe Paul, QM3(SS)

Continued from previous page

While living in NJ, Dick was a volunteer fireman and a special police officer. He would work all day, then become a
policeman at night patrolling a 32 sq. mile area in Chester Township, NJ.

As a member of Zion's Lutheran Church, Dick served as head usher, Sunday School teacher, sang in the choir and
played his trumpet for holiday services. He was Cubmaster of Pack 10 and then Scoutmaster of Troop 10. He
served on the Church Council where he volunteered as secretary and treasurer of the church. He later became a
member of the United Methodist Church of Lenox. He served on the Ad Council, the Trustees and Finance
Committee, was a Scripture Reader and Communion Assistant and sang and played trumpet in the Gospel Band.

Dick was a longtime member of The Eagles Community Band. He was Band Manager for years, served on the
Eagles Board as secretary, past president, and chairman. He scheduled performances, secured grants, was the
liaison with the First United Methodist Church of Pittsfield, and lastly was the Treasurer of the Band. Dick was a
volunteers' volunteer. He would volunteer for almost anything that came up.

He played trumpet in the concert band, the marching band, the brass group and the stage band. He headed up
the scholarship committee that gives out scholarships to high school seniors in Berkshire County. Dick also played
trumpet in the MCLA Community Band, Stockbridge Sinfonia, the Pittsfield Music School Synkrony, a Dixieland
Band, the Melha Shriners Military Band and German Band. While in the Navy, Dick was a passenger on an aircraft
carrier that took him to the Philippines to pick up a submarine. The ship's bugler became ill and he took over his
duties and became the ship's bugler for the rest of the voyage. Dick also played trumpet on the USS Anthedon on
his way home from the Philippines after the war was over.

He was a member of Melha Shriners, Mason's Mystic Lodge, Sons of the American Revolution, American Legion
Post 68, Berkshire Shrine Club, International Trumpet Guild, the Berkshire Museum, the Colonial Theater and
Berkshire Music School.

He was married for 55 years to Anne Adams Paul who predeceased him on February 16, 2013. He is survived by
his daughter Robyn Huban (Martin) of Dalton. He also leaves three sons: Richard Jr.(Kim) of Bradenton, FL, John
(Lisa) of Carrollton, VA, and James(Tina) of Cartersville, GA. He is survived by 8 grandchildren: Jaclyn, Lauryn,
Kevin, Richard Ill, Corrie, Jason, John and Jordan and 5 great grandchildren. Dick also leaves behind his sister Doris
Anderson of New Jersey. In addition to his wife, he was predeceased by his two brothers, Wesley and Norman.


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=76127&EPid=45541

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 17 ISSUE 2021-2

GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021

Carl J. Hansen, ETR2(SS)
Park Ridge, NJ
Passed away on 3/10/2021

USSVI Base: New Jersey North
Dual member: GROTON
Served on: SS-352, SSBN-599

Quialified in submarines on the USS Halfbeak (SS-352) in 1964 and was a ETR2(SS) when he left the Navy.

Cold War Submarine Veteran, Carl John Hansen, 77, of Park Ridge, passed away on Wednesday, March 10th
2021, at home surrounded by the comfort of his family.

Carl was born in Passaic, and grew up in Rutherford, before entering the Navy at the age of 18. He was in the
service for 6 years, stationed at Naval Submarine Base New London, in Groton, Connecticut where he was an
ETR2(SS)Nuclear Power Operator, on the USS Patrick Henry and the USS Halfbeak.

While at Sub Base New London, Carl earned Good Conduct and National Defense Service medals.

After his service he went on to work at Isotopes, followed by NYNEX where he retired after 20 years.
Retirement was short lived, as he went on to personal consulting in communications and subsequently
joined Omnipoint Communications. During retirement, Carl enjoyed many activities including the Knights of
Columbus in Naples, Florida, volunteering for the US Submarine Veterans, in which he was a life member,
and Northern NJ N-Track model train club.

He was the son of the late Carl and Ann Hansen and is survived by his loving wife of 56 years, Patricia, his
beloved daughters, Patricia Deitz (Kenneth Deitz), Susan Hansen (Michael Musfeldt), and Amy Skidmore
(Christopher Skidmore), his grandchildren Kori, Brett, Abigail, and Kathryn, brother Robert Hansen (Jane
Hansen), and sister, Sandra Lapp (Eugene Lapp).

Born on January 16, 1944 - Entered into Eternal Patrol on March 10 2021.


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=23955&EPid=45607
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GROTON BASE SHIPMATES ON ETERNAL PATROL 2021

Harvey Farrar Simmons, MMCS(SS)
Gales Ferry, CT
Passed away on 3/17/2021

Qualified in submarines on the USS Andrew Jackson (SSBN-619) in 1976 and was a MMCS(SS) when he left the
Navy.

Cold War Submarine Veteran, Harvey Farrar Simmons, 74, passed away after long illnesses March 17, 2021, at
Pendleton Health and Rehabilitation, Mystic. Harvey is remembered for his fierce loyalty to family and friends, his
no-nonsense ways and most especially for his sense of humor, which could be outrageous. His family says his
wisdom was a gift. He had a work ethic beyond compare and a booming voice filled with love.

Harvey served in the Submarine Service of the U.S. Navy, for over 20 years. He spent time abroad in the Pacific
Theater, Scotland and Sardinia. He loved Scotland, made many lifelong friends there, especially Fred (deceased)
and Vivienne Gordon and family. He spent so much time there, we joked he wasn't coming back to the States.

After retiring as senior chief from the U.S. Navy, he worked for years with Ecolochem, Inc. making pure water for
power plants in Connecticut, and finished his career as a civilian contractor at the Groton New London Submarine
Base.

Harvey is survived by his wife of 34 years, Joan (Goslin) Simmons of Gales Ferry. His parents Leslie and Geraldine
Simmons predeceased him. He is survived by his brothers, George Simmons (Ruth Wagner), Vanessa and Jesse of
Scituate, Mass. and Lowell Simmons of Portland, Ore.; his cousin Lee (and Jim) Capucci hold memories of happy
times together, along with many Simmons cousins. He is affectionately remembered by sistersin-law, Ann
(Goslin) Bermingham and Mary (Goslin) Peterson; brother-in-law James Peterson; nieces and nephews, David and
Sarah Bermingham, Christopher and Rosemarie Bermingham, Sarah and David Quinn, Elizabeth Bermingham,
Patrick, Sarah and Josh Peterson, Michelle (Miles) Rowan, Laura (Nicholas) Vitanza, Andrew Goslin, Elizabeth
(Michael) Nunziato; and grandnieces and nephews, Rebecca, Sean, Joseph, David and Mary Bermingham, Peter
Alexander Bermingham and Courtney Rose (Bermingham) Norris, Joseph, Thomas and Molly Quinn, Davon Pike
and Joziah Bermingham, Shelby and Dylan Doyle-Rowan, Brooklyn Rowan, AJ, Dominic and Giuliana Vitanza and
Michael and Gabriel Nunziato - all of whom he loved and so enjoyed hearing about the latest news of their lives.

Born in 1947 - Entered into Eternal Patrol on March 17, 2021.


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=22127&EPid=45650
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Fred Russel Stafford, ENCS(SS)
Groton, CT
Passed away on 3/18/2021

Ships / boats served on:

$S-341, SS-564, S5-420, SSN-578, SSN-584, SSN-588, SSBN-655

Cold War Submarine Veteran, Fred Russel Stafford, 90 years young, died March 18, 2021. He was the cherished son of
Gladys Stafford and Fred T. Stafford. Russ (as he was known to many) was born in the middle of the pack of nine
children and was delivered by his father's hand in the farmhouse in Niwot Colo., Nov. 7, 1930. He attended Niwot
Elementary School and later graduated from Longmont High School in 1948. His favorite memories of that time were
walking to school with his sister Doris, sharing and playing and just being a kid.

Russ entered the U.S. Navy in 1948, trained for and excelled in the U.S Navy Submarine Service. He, along with his
shipmates, contributed through many deployments and missions which helped ensure the freedoms and liberties
that we enjoy as Americans today. He was part of the greatest generation and we all owe them a debt of gratitude.

In his 20 years of service, he served aboard seven boats. "Cream rises to the top" and he proudly retired as senior
chief engineman aboard the USS Henry L. Stimson.

Russ qualified in submarines on the USS Chivo (SS-341) in 1949 and was a ENCS(SS) when he left the Navy.

After his service, he was employed at General Dynamics, Groton, Quincy, Mass. and West Milton N.Y. His expertise
and unique skills helped to further the excellence and enduring quality of the Submarine Force. Fred was an active
member of the Groton sub vets and had many other affiliations. The Submarine Force Veterans Memorial was
extremely well maintained on his watch, and his ability to grow just about anything contributed to the pristine beauty
of the memorial.

He was married and predeceased by Frances Mullin with whom he has a son, Michael. Fred loved Fran's children
Paula, Pam and Dan. Fred joins his predeceased mom and dad as well as sisters, Katherine, Doris, Peggy and Marie
and brother Chuck. He leaves behind siblings, Stan and Denny, as well as his beautiful sister Jeanie; seven
grandchildren; and one great-granddaughter.

More than anything he loved and adored his wife Dorothy "Dolly." They were peas in a pod. Outrageously gifted

gardeners, they dominated the blue ribbon competitions at the Ledyard Fair. At the end of the day, he was truly "best
in show." He loved Dolly with all of his heart.

Born on November 7, 1930 - Entered into Eternal Patrol on March 18, 2021.


https://www.ussvi.org/showmember.asp?dpa=535&EPid=45644
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2021

COMMITTEE REPORTS

o Color Guard (Paul Skalski)
Build/Maintenance/Small Stores (T. Connors)
Color Guard (Paul Skalski)

Docents (Ken Johnson)

DMV Liaison (Richard Rusczyk)

O O O O

Finance/Budget Development (Treasurer)
Holland Club & Membership (Steve Ricard)
Kap(SS)-4-Kid(SS) (John Riley)

Memorial Committee (Marian Galbraith)
Boat Notes (Charlie Murray)

Public Relations (Jim Lawton)

Red, White and Blue Mass (Paul Dillon))
West Port Satellite group (Paul Grammer)
Scholarship Committee (Greg Kane)

Sub School & Home Coming (Chaplain) (Jack Gallimore)
Veterans Affairs Report (Al Kinsall)

O O O O

O O O O O o

Groton Base Club is open on Thursdays and Fridays from 2 PM to 9 PM




UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 21 ISSUE 2021-2

SUBSCHOOL GRADUATIONS Jack Gallimore, Chairman

CHAPLAIN INFORMATION

Since the middle of March 2020 up through March 2021 members of the
Honor Detail and the Chaplain have not been able to provide services

for submarine veterans due to the virus. Now that the vaccine is out, we’ll
seelll

The Chaplain provides Invocations and Benedictions or prayers at a variety of numerous ceremonies
held at the WWII memorial when able. Due to the virus, | have not been able except at the monthly
phone/Zoom monthly meeting. Since the middle of March 2020 during the Covid pandemic we have
been severely restricted in our activities. We write to those families of the deceased that we have
addresses for. Unfortunately, we do not always hear of a passing of one of our shipmates or mailing
addresses, however we do let the next of kin know when we do hear of someone departing on
Eternal Patrol and offer our condolences.

While not a Chaplain item in particular, the "Red Hats" do provide a 7 Gun salute to each boat that
comes back from a major deployment. (weather dependent.) The salute is rendered at Puffins
Restaurant on Thames Street in Groton. Each member of the Red Hat brigade is notified as security
allows. Interim person to contact for the Red Hat brigade is the Chaplain.

SUBSCHOOL GRADUATION INFORMATIN

Often referred to as the SHIPMATES REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY, SUBVETS is actively involved with
Submarine School graduation ceremonies for the Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS), Submarine
Officers Advanced Class (SOAC), and Submarine Officer Basic Course (SOBC) as regular participants.
Back In August 2010, the SubVets Groton Base “Heritage Award” presentation formally became part
of the BESS graduation. A certificate and a Groton Base “Challenge” coin is presented to the Class
Leader. Sadly, those have been put on hold due to the virus as well.

SUBVETS provides volunteers who read the words of remembrance.

Additionally, SUBVETS provides volunteer speakers for some of the advanced graduating classes, i.e.
Submarine Electronics Computer Field (SECF), Submarine Communications Electronic Rating Field
(SCERF), and Torpedoman “A” (MMW) School as requested. We will start up again when

notified.

‘5!&&_99&* - i

-
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Marian Galbraith, Chair

It takes volunteers to maintain this memorial.
Join us All skills needed. We will train you

The USSVI WWII Memorial will soon have a new look.

On Monday March 15, the Memorial Committee voted to go ahead with a plan to plant shrubs at
the west and north entrances to the Memorial.

The entrances were at one time planted with the larger variety of holly found along the borders of
the Memorial site.

Those holly, which were removed some years ago, will finally be replaced with 52 of the compact
variety, representing the 52 lost boats.

The edges of the walkway will still have the colorful red and white flowers that will continue into
the flowerbeds located in front of the wall of honor, around the torpedo and at the entrance
sign.

We hope to have all planting completed by the Memorial Day Ceremony.

If you are interested in being part of the Memorial Committee or in helping us to plant or paint this
year, please contact Marian at mktgalbraith@gmail.com.

If you are interested in scheduling an event at the Memorial, you may also call Marian at
860-460-8740.


mailto:mktgalbraith@gmail.com
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BYLAWS CHANGE INFORMATION - PLEASE READ
o CONTACT BASE SECRETARY FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
o ATTEND THE MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND VOTE ON THESE CHANGES

Proposed change to Groton Base Bylaws

That the roles and responsibilities for Base Jr. Vice-Commander, and Base Secretary are correctly stated in
current bylaws.

Elimination of the Board of Trustees (BOT)

Definition of the role of the Permittee

That the organization chart be modified as follows:

The organization chart shows under Sr Vice-Commander
Financial committee
Scholarship
Membership
Awards
The organization chart shows under Treasurer
Club/Bar Financial Operations
Organizational Budgets
Organizational Financial Operations
The organization chart shows under Secretary
PAO
Base Correspondence
Newsletters

GO TO THE BASE WEBSITE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS, COPY OF CURRENT BYLAWS AND COPY
OF NEW BYLAWS

https://outlook.office.com/mail/deeplink?
version=2020032301.15&popoutv2=1&leanbootstrap=1 (filesusr.com)
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ST PATRICK’S SUBVETS GROTON CORNED BEEF DINNER FOOD PREPARATION

Tom Connors

This was Tom’s 25 th anniversary in cooking
St Patrick’s dinner at Subvets Groton.

He never runs out of food for us

Scott Howard & Steve Ricard
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St Patrick’s Day Dinner - 2021

SPTIOEL 1o AL
"ELCL prcflotSeg R =]

This year we served dining in and take out.  An outstanding dinner with family and friends.
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COVID 19 RENOVATIONS TEAM

We thanked the SubVets Groton Base COVID-19 Renovation Team
with lunch at the Clubhouse.

These folks worked their tails off for over a year renovating
SubVets Groton. Great job by a great team.
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VETERANS REPRESENTATIVE Alvin G. Kinsall

ARE YOU ENROLLED IN THE VA HEALTH CARE SYSTEM?

I am providing the following with links that is important information for enrolling. Check it out. You
may never use VA health care; however, it is there for you even though your illness or injury may or
may not be service connected.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) operates the largest health care system in the country, with
over 1,400 sites of care nationwide. When you become enrolled in the VA health care system, it's for a
lifetime. You are instantly and automatically entitled to receive care at any VA location without ever
having to register for VA health care benefits again. After you enroll, you can immediately start
receiving your health care at a VA facility, or at a later date - the choice is yours. Enrolling in the VA
health care system is quick and easy - just complete an online Application for Health Benefits online
at: https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.1010ez.med.va.gov%
2Fsec%2Fvha%2F1010ez%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7C%7C3e6f8eced14c4f3d73c008d8f0339a24%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637523451703040697%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAWMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%
7C1000&amp;sdata=Mu3T60CpaQWLYWmb3V554mk%2BrSO5vxyXjRxhblfouTo%3D&amp;reserved=0

Need help enrolling? Contact me at veterans@ussvigroton.org

TO CHANGE YOUR MESSAGE SUBSCRIPTIONS:

1) Log into https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%
2Fwww.ebenefits.va.gov%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7C%7C3e6f8eced14c4f3d73c008d8f0339a24%
7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637523451703040697%7CUnknown%
7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMCAwLjAWMDAILCIQljoiV2IuMzIliLCIBTil6lk1haWwiLCIXVCI6Mn0%3D%
7C1000&amp;sdata=JxPd3ldJsLAyacfHIMohMzNIflsbUiGwqRwBOp8z8Jk%3D&amp;reserved=0;

2) Go to the Message Center; 3) Select "My Preferences" and update your subscription preferences.
Toxic Exposures, Burn Pits, and Agent Orange

As you know, health care eligibility and service-connected claims for those exposed to toxic chemicals
and Agent Orange during their military service are critical and time sensitive. TEAM Act S.927 was
re-introduced on March 23rd. Several military and retired organizations are maintaining their efforts to
have VA and DOD be more proactive in addressing these issues once and for all, especially as future
conflicts arise.
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HOLLAND CLUB

Steve Ricard, Chairman
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HOLLAND CLUB (continued) Steve Ricard, Chairman

The committee is working on a plan to safely restart luncheons this summer.

2021 Holland Club Induction: The date for the Holland Club
Induction Ceremony has been moved to October 2 at Dealey
Center.

After our initial meeting it was recommended that we move that date in hopes that re-
strictions at the Submarine Base will be eased and the return to normal would be well under-
way.

There are 33 Groton Base members on the 2021 Holland Club Inductees list.

John Carcioppolo, Rich Cheatham, and | have started work on planning this year’s events.
Hopefully we will be able to host the ceremony as we have in the past.

Over the next month | will be turning over the reins as the Holland Club Chairman to Rich
Cheatham.

In my next role at Groton Base, | will continue to support Rich and John in making the Induc-
tion ceremony a memorable and meaningful experience.

Thank you all for making my time as the Holland Club Chairman a great experience.

I’'m looking forward to seeing everyone at future Holland Club luncheons once we are able to
meet without masks and social distancing restrictions.
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SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME Greg Kane, Chairman

The Deadline for submitting an application for a 2020 USSVI Groton Base Scholarship is
April 15th.

The Scholarship Program is designed to provide financial assistance to outstanding eligi-
ble recipients seeking first time admission to an accredited institute of higher education
and is between the age of 17 through 26, whose parent, step-parent, grandparent, step
-grandparent or great-grandparent or step great-grandparent is a member or an associ-
ate member with a minimum of one year of membership in good standing of the
(USSVI), Groton Base in the year of application, and has a “C” grade average or equiva-
lent or has been home schooled and has an institution (church or private organization
sponsored) certificate of completion of the home schooling program, in the year of ap-
plication.

Additional information and applications can be found at https://ussvigroton.org/
documents/scholarship/

There are two categories of applications, a general application and a Ladies Auxiliary
Medical Field Scholarship for students seeking further education in a medical field.

Last year over $15,000 in scholarships were awarded.

2020 GROTON BASE USSVI SCHOLARSHIP
Applications for the 2020 Groton Base USSVI scholarship are now available on the
Groton USSVI website;
https://www.ussvigroton.org (Under PDF Downloads)
Any questions contact Scholarship Chair Greg Kane at 860 989-1426



https://www.ussvigroton.org
https://ussvigroton.org/documents/scholarship/
https://ussvigroton.org/documents/scholarship/
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

"No one stands so tall as when they stoop to help a child"
Abraham Lincoln

GROTON BASE CONDUCTS MORE
KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) ZOOM VISITS

=3 arinc\vetleransiHavelSuriace
5uPMyithIKap(SS)"a'Kid(SS)™




UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 33 ISSUE 2021-2

KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

Unfortunately, Physical K4K visits are on hold until the safety of the Kids and the Sub Vets
can be assured.

Using ZOOM, the Groton Base’s Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Team continues to bring comfort and joy to
sick Children and their families during the COVID-19 Pandemic!

Prior to our ZOOM visits we mail or drop off K4K Blue & Pink Caps, K4K Surgical Kaps,
Honorary Submariner Certificates, Challenge Coins, Wristbands, Tattoos, USS Nautilus
Photos, US Sub Museum Location Maps and Brochures from the USS Nautilus Museum &
WWII Memorial East.

Our Groton Base Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Team for the below visits consisted of Bob Dulin, Bob
Sharpe and John Riley

ANOTHER HONORARY SUBMARINER!
On March 4th, a 7-year-old boy was made an Honorary Submariner at Yale New Haven
Children’s Hospital (YNHCH), using Zoom. Groton Base Submarine Veterans conducted the

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) visit with him and his dad.

On January 18th, during a Zoom K4K visit to Kids at YNHCH, the young boy was a patient but
was too sick to participate. We were informed that he was very disappointed.

We let the hospital staff know that we are available on very short notice to conduct a K4K
Zoom visit with him, or any other Child, on any day, at any time.

They contacted us on March 3rd, when he was readmitted, and we visited with him the next
day.
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

He connected to Zoom on his I-Pad and we had a great visit with him and his dad for about an
hour.

His energy level was low, but he was engaged during our photo and video presentation. He is a
real trooper and we let him know that we were proud to have him be a part of our Submariner
family.

EMAIL FROM THE HOSPITAL:

Thank you John, Bob and Bob for the very informative presentation and visit today. We
appreciate you sharing your passion for submarines and for sharing your experiences during
your years of service.
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

So wonderful to see our patient engaged and wearing all his submariner garb!

Thank you for your service. With all best wishes,
Janice

Janice Baker, Manager, Arts for Healing
YNHCH, Child Life Department

EMAIL FROM HIS DAD:

Thank you very much for putting this together for my son and all the other kids. It’s definitely a
special treat. He was quite tired but really wanted to chat with you guys and really fought off the
fatigue. Please extend our thank you to the Bobs as well. | took a photo of him on the call and
have attached it to share.

Tom

15 KIDS MADE HONORARY SUBMARINERS!

15 Kids in Yale New Haven Hospital’s Inpatient Child Psychiatric Unit for 4-12 year-olds, were
made Honorary Submariners by Groton Base’s Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Team.

On January 26th,, because of COVID-19, we again used Zoom
Video Conferencing to visit and bring comfort and joy to the
Kids in this unit.
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

After our slide and video presentation we called each of the Kids up to the camera where the staff gave
them their Honorary Submariner Certificate.

When they all had their certificates, we had them stand as a group and officially swore them in as Hon-
orary Submariners.

We then welcomed them into our Submarine Veteran Family!

OF THE
or click the g f
(‘y e J&L {”? !

THIS HONOR IS AWARDED BY Thi OFFICIAL SIGMATURES OF
QUALIFID SUBMARINERS AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS CERATIICATE
oAy OF

All the Kids had questions that we happily answered. At the end of the visit, they were each
given an Honorary Submariner Challenge Coin.

We let them know that they could use it to get a Special Tour by Active-Duty Submariners at
the USS Nautilus Submarine and Museum in Groton, Connecticut, when it opens back up.
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KAP(SS)4KID(SS) John Riley Chairman

KAP(SS) 4 KID S

It is always a rewarding experience for our USSVI Groton Base

Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Team to bring comfort joy to the Kids in Yale

Hospital’s Psych Units because they are all dealing with very

challenging problems, and the staff informed us that we make a positive difference in their lives!

"We began by imagining that we are giving to them; we end by realizing
that they have enriched us" - Pope John Paul Il

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/kaps4kidsconnecticut
K4K VIDEO: https://www.youtube.com/embed/DaHOrDe4USE
EMAIL: Subvetssdkidss@gmail.com

203 668-9131



https://www.facebook.com/kaps4kidsconnecticut
https://www.youtube.com/embed/DaHOrDe4U5E
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WELL, THAT EXPLA®
WHY We HAD SUCH
A TOUGH TIME
BREAKING
THROUGH

THE ICE .

SUBVETS GROTON ELECTION 2021

Base Officers—Nominations opened in Feburary and will close on April 15th
Elections May Monthly Meeting

e Base Officers—Commander, Jr Vice Commander and Treasurer
* Current nominations
Commander - Steven Ricard
Jr Vice Commander - Patrick Sullivan
Treasurer - Charlie Murray



UNITED STATES SLIRMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 39 ISSUE 2021-2

\ 70T,
2

\"\

United States Submarine Veterans Inc.
Groton Base “First and Finest”
Home of USSVI and Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse

March 5, 2021
Dear Shipmate,

Thank you for your generous support over this past pandemic crazed year, and hope that you are safe,
healthy, and in line for your vaccination.

It is time, once again, for our Annual Appeal, benefitting the Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse
at 40 School Street in Groton.

As you know, USSVI National is the sole owner of the clubhouse. Groton Base, “First and Finest”, was
the number one base in the organization and is where USSVI originated. Groton was also the home of
USSVI Corporate Headquarters for its first 30 years. Groton Base has been the caretaker of the building
and its property ever since. The purpose of the Annual Appeal is to infuse needed cash into the
Clubhouse’s operating fund. At nearly 125-years old, the building requires a lot of maintenance and
some tender loving care.

Groton Base annual dues and donations simply don’t cover the expenses. While our goal is to continue
providing services to our members, it has become more difficult to keep the doors open. For example,
the cost of utilities (electricity, heating oil and propane) is $16,500 per year; building and required
maintenance and renovations another $50,845 last year alone. This figure does not include the
thousands of hours our volunteers have given over the course of the pandemic to make these
renovations. These expenses have increased over the years, with totals exceeding what we generate
from dues and donations.

With your generous support in 2020, we made much needed repairs and renovations to the interior of
your clubhouse. In 2021, with your help, our focus will include repairs and renovations to the exterior
of our building. The clubhouse is the only tangible asset USSVI has, and because we are ALL members
of USSVI, the building belongs to ALL of us! We depend on our membership to help meet our financial
obligations and keep our doors open for you - the beneficiaries and true owners of the building.

| am asking each of you, as members of USSVI, for your help again this year. Please join me in making a
donation. There is no minimum or maximum donation. Every bit helps. Help us reach 100% participa-
tion!

Please complete the Annual Appeal response form on the back of this letter. You may also donate on-
line at https://ussvigroton.org/donations, or mail your donation to USSVI Clubhouse, Attention: USSVI
Groton Base Annual Appeal, 40 School Street, Groton, CT 06340. Please make checks payable to USSVI
Groton Base.

Thanking you in advance. Your support helps make a very real difference.

//1%«

Jeff Walsh, Commander USSVI Groton Base



https://ussvigroton.org/donations
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Groton Base “First and Finest”
Home of USSVI and Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse

2021 Annual Appeal Response Form
Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse Operating Fund
For the purpose of supporting the
Dominic “Joe” Negri Memorial Clubhouse
Operating and Renovation Fund.

Help us reach 100% participation

One-time donation (Cash or Check)
Please make checks payable to SUBVETS USSVI Groton Base.

Donations can be done via PAYPAL at the Groton Base Website at

https://ussvigroton.org/donations

or via US Mail: USSVI Groton Base, 40 School St, Groton, CT 06340

Total amount of your donation: $

Checks should be payable to: USSVI Groton Base

Your Name:

Your Mailing Address:

City, State and Zip code:

Phone:

Thank Youl!

The Home of D&EiSWilobdNaengdr i Me mor i al Cl ubl

Your donations are not deductible for federal income tax purposes as charitable contributions.


https://ussvigroton.org/donations

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE VETERANS INC., GROTON BASE BOAT NOTES Page 41 ISSUE 2021-2

THANK YOU

WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO THE WORK THAT SAILORS & STICKS AND
BOB FRIZZOLA DID TO RAISE THE MONEY FOR A NEW OVEN RANGE.

IN ADDITION TO THE 2020 ANNUAL APPEAL, THEIR EXTRA EFFORT IMPROVED
THE KITCHEN OPERATIONS.

Bob Frizzola Thanks to Sailors & Sticks & Bob Frizzola

Thanks for all the coordination to get us a New Oven did the job to cook the meal
new oven in time for St Patricks Day Dinner.

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR ALL OF THE SUPPORT FROM OUR
NATIONAL OFFICERS. FOR THEIR ENCOURAGEMENT TO
OUR MEMBER VOLUNTEERS AND FOR THEIR FINANCIAL
SUPPORT .
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MEMBER SERVICES - You can Chat with us anytime, thanks to our PAO Jim Lawton

*** We now have direct Chat Options via the WIX App, where the PAO is monitoring for
your questions. You can install the WIX applications yourself for quick access

*** Photographs are uploaded regularly to the “Gallery” tab!
https://www.ussvigroton.org

Members Update Biography in National Database in National Database at
https://www.ussvi.org

Donate SS$S to the Groton Clubhouse, Memorial, Kap4Kids, Annual Appeal
& Groton Scholarship

Follow us on Facebook! To get the most current updates....
https://facebook.com/SubvetsGroton/

As of April 1, 2021 - The Club is open

Thursday and Friday from 2 PM to 9 PM
Check our weekly broadcast and our website for any changes

TELECONFERENCING
Our Eboard and Membership meetings are now held at the Club and via ZOOM.

https://zoom.us/j/5688488784

Meeting ID: 568 848 8784
One tap mobile
+13017158592,, 5688488784# US (Washington D.C)
13126266799,,56884887844# +US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 568 848 8784

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/acd4k2PVrm

ISSUE 2021-2


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017G0HuUY6sUSNSqJ8yDDl8HxbwVU8-J66V3Hizr-G3ZVEsfYqIH2yyz4CR5ReJbW5s9gBdtmq5IYTabOPbtuyHkefb-vvdd5jDbayP0jDBJrVEseXQbS5gL5dEpMmNQSr1PJpfvGd0g_rS_C6AynUDA==&c=ayAFADqr5oqBNPp_nzrPV475CVSWx1pcgVwpgpe_WVkSQQfEcqvGBg==&ch=djhutxxKfuiDk
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017G0HuUY6sUSNSqJ8yDDl8HxbwVU8-J66V3Hizr-G3ZVEsfYqIH2yyz4CR5ReJbW5lC0NoSkjxPNf1ToJR_BIA3M64D3JdZNiUflHRP-bqP3eDEP0uJT_kDuARM9RwxaDtAYh4CIROT724nRxMQPbUw==&c=ayAFADqr5oqBNPp_nzrPV475CVSWx1pcgVwpgpe_WVkSQQfEcqvGBg==&ch=djhutxxKfuiDk
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S Will meet every Tuesday
~ Elks Lodge — Putnam, CT
64 Edmond Street, Putnam 06260

aterford Veterans Coffee House
Will meet the 2"d Tuesday of the month
Flomenas Restaurant
262 Boston Post Road
Waterford, CT 06385

~ Will meet every Wednesday
Norwich Alliance Church

35 Wawecus Hill Road, Norwich, CT 06360

“Plainfield Veterans Coffee House
Will meet every Thursday
Plainfield Town Hall
8 Community Avenue
Plainfield, CT 06374

Meet and socialize with other Veterans.

Receive information about veteran’s benefits and services.

All Coffeehouse Hours at 0900 to 1100

ISSUE 2021-2
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NEW 2021 GROTON BASE T-SHIRTS
TOM IS WEARING ONE NOW

CALL THE CLUB 860.445.5262 TO MAKE SURE WE HAVE
ORDER ONE FOR YOU

Have you checked out our Facebook Page?

(Click link here) https://www.facebook.com/ussvigroton/

Please “like” our Facebook Page and “share” posts and photos with
friends and members.

Help get the great work we do out there!

Want to join a committee?

Want to help or run a Club event?
Want to get involved in the administrative side of the Base? Become an Officer?

Contact any Base Officer to get more information and to get involved!!!
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APRI L -29e2xlual Assault Prevention and Response (S
Members Update Biography in National Dat abase;
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ALL CALENDARS ARE TENTATIVE, CHECK FOR WEEKLY BROADCASTS ON CURRENT SCHEDULE.
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ALL CALENDARS ARE TENTATIVE, CHECK FOR WEEKLY BROADCASTS ON CURRENT SCHEDULE.
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JUNE 2021 -- Men's Health Awareness Month; See website for updates at www.ussvigroton.org
THURSDAY FRIDAY
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY Club Hours | Club Hours SATURDAY
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20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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Ping reports due
to Base
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27 28 29 30
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ALL CALENDARS ARE TENTATIVE, CHECK FOR WEEKLY BROADCASTS ON CURRENT SCHEDULE.

HAPPY FATHERS D

AY
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ABOUT USSVI United States Submarine Veterans Inc.

Our purpose is "To Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of
their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a con-
stant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the
United States of America and its Constitution.

Groton Base was the first USSVI Base. It was established in 1964 following the tragic loss of the USS
Thresher SSN-593. Our creed serves to remember them and all US Submariners on Eternal Patrol.

SOCIAL MEDIA

There are a number of facebook sites dedicated to our experiences....
Some are listed below........

old War Submarine Veterans

Eternal Patrol by USSVI

silent service motorcycle club international

US Submarine Veterans

Run Silent, Run Deep

Sailors and Sticks

US SUBMARINE VETERANS, INC,
40 SCHOOL STREET

GTOTON, CT 06340-3940
860.445.5262
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Visit us online:
http://ussvigroton.org/




