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The meeting was called to order by the Base Commander S. Ricard at 1830. 

 

In attendance (in person (24) and Zoom (11)) for a total of 35 members. 

 

Mike Hodges led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Base Chaplin led the opening prayer. 

 

The Base Commander led the SUBVETS CREED. 

 

The Tolling of the Lost Boats was prepared and presented by PAO Jim Lawton. 

 

BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING. 

 

BASE COMMANDER STEVE RICARD: 

Introduced and recognized New Members & First Meeting participants: Mike Hodges 

Recognized National Officers present:  

Recognized Former Base Commanders present: A. Kinsall, J. Carcioppolo, S. Mathis 

Recognized WWII Members present:  

Recognized Holland Club Members present: Many. 

Recognized Chris Quijada Distinguished Member of the Year Award:  

Recognized past Joe Negri Recipients: J. Carcioppolo 

Recognized Robert Link Recipients: 

 

 

Base Commander reached out to Subscol, to get students that are willing to give a hand to get the 

Christmas trees down and put away and get the mezzanine cleaned up. 

 

The City of Groton Town held a recognition ceremony this past Monday for Vietnam and Korea and 

Europe war veterans. Probably about 110 attendants. Pleased to see people from Subvets there receiving 

recognition. Anyways, congratulations to all those guys.  

 

In May, there is a World War II Recognition ceremony in Rocky Hill for surviving World War Two 

members of the community.  

 

Saturday clean-up is still going strong. If we get a couple of extra bodies, then we can start a rotation 

process.  

 

• PRESENTATIONS:  NONE 

 

Base Treasurer Report – Charlie Murray  

 

All bills have been paid. We are finalizing the January expenses and income.  
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Base Secretary Report – David Frease  

 

The Minutes for the 06 January 2024 Membership meeting were approved by the members present 

without objection. 

 

Correspondence to Report – USS Memphis SSN691 Reunion – Jerry Bitter requesting guidance on access 

to Subase for a tour and Subvets facilities 23 – 27 Jul 2025.  Paul Skalski forwarded to Ashley (Event 

Coordinator). 

The Election Master issued a call for nominations of eligible candidates for Base Commander, Treasurer 

and Jr. Vice Commander to all Members in good standing 22 January 2025. 

NERD UPDATE:  

 

Jeff Walsh addressed the members about members stepping up to take over as Base Commander, Base 

Treasurer and Base Junior Vice Commander. 

USSVI National Convention will be held in Orlando, FL. 

Associate Members can be Life Members  

12,000 members National looking to get to 15,000. 

 

Sr. Vice Commander Report: Robert Perritt –  

 

 

 

Jr. Vice Commander Report: Paul Skalski  

 

February Plan of the Month posted in the bar area. 

February 14th Dinner/Dance 

February 18th – Holland Club Luncheon 

Need volunteers to replace ceiling tiles. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

 MEMBERSHIP REPORT (Steve Ricard) 

Still Looking for a Membership Chair, Mike Hodges would like to be the Assistant. 

 

DATA PROVIDED FROM USSVI NATIONAL DATA BASE 

 

Total Membership: 1181 

National Life Members: 858 

Groton Base Life Members: 358 

Holland Club: 625 

Associate Members: 77 

 

New dues are $40 a year now versus the $30.00 that we were paying. 
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 SUB SCHOOL GRADUATION SCHEDULE: (Steve Ricard) Schedule in Boat 

Notes. 

 CHAPLAIN: Reported on members departed on Eternal Patrol. - Captain James H. Seaton 

CWO2 Dick Kanning 

 HOLLAND CLUB: John Carcioppolo – January 21st luncheon for Holland Club Members.  

 

Lunch 

 total meals - 61 

Total Income 

Meals $885.00 

50/50 $135.00 

Donation $135.00 

Total $1155.00 

 

Total Expenses 

Meals ($10 x 61) $610.00 

Gratuity ($1 x 50) $61.00 

50/50 $135.00 Tom Swanenpoel Donated it back to Holland Club 

Total $671.00 

 

Net $484.00 Deposited 

 

UPCOMING HOLLAND CLUB LUNCHES 

 

18 Feb Guest Speaker CMC Dean Marvin and relief CMC Michael Micelli 

18 March Guest Speaker Groton Superintendent of Schools Susan Austin 

15 April guest speakers – Captain Eric M. Sager – Submarine Learning Center and CMC Norm Clarke 

 

HOLLAND CLUB 2025: 35 Potential Inductees. 

 HONORS DETAIL (John Carcioppolo)  

 

 COLOR GUARD: (Bob Sharpe) The next scheduled color Guard meeting will be for the Special 

Memorial in April 

 

 EAGLE SCOUT PROGRAM COORDINATOR: (Jim Weaver)  

 

 SMALL STORES: (Alex Doucette) – 2025 coins ordered $10.00 – New Long Sleeve shirt that 

says United States Submarine Veterans Groton Base. It's Blue, Red and Green and goes for 

$40.00. 

 

 DOCENTS (Artie Gager) 

 

 DMV LIAISON: (Michael Hodges) Turnovers complete. Sample license plate and have access to 

the membership data. I've had probably two or three inquiries per week. A few of them are from 
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people that aren't members that have seen plates out in town or plates on the 

sample that's on the DMV website. 

 KAPS4KIDS: (John Riley) – Spoke and showed a video presentation. 

 

 MEMORIAL COMMITTEE: (Marian Galbraith) 

 

 PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER: (Jim Lawton)  

 

 SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE (Greg Kane)  

 

 VETERANS AFFAIRS: (Brian Hague) February 20th at the Norwich Vet Center, 2 Cliff St. 

They'll have veteran service officers from 9:00 to 2:00. 

 

 WEST PORT: (Paul Grammer) Congratulations to Base Commander Steve Ricard for being 

inducted into the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame. 

 

Next Meeting is February 6th, 1830, at Port 5. The March meeting will be held March 6th, 1830, 

at Port 5. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Thanks Tom Swanenpoel for building the Challenge Coin Display Rack, it holds 150 Coins. 

Congratulations to Base Commander Steve Ricard for being inducted int the Connecticut Veterans Hall of 

Fame.  Well Done Steve! 

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Submarine Ball is going to be on the 5th of April, up at Foxwoods again this year. Tickets are on 

sale. 

There are 55 tickets or so that are set aside for Subvets.  Have to pay upfront. 

Henry Breault Day is going to be March 8th 

 

Submarine Base has put Baymont Hotel on Route 12 Off Limits. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

 

CLOSING EVENTS: 

 

Meeting Attendance Drawing Winner: 2024 Coin to Rob Davis.  

 

50/50 DRAWING Winner: $70.00/$70.00 to Dennis Lisee. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER – SVGB Chaplain  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 1945. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

David C. Frease, Base Secretary  

 

Approved:    by the membership present and voting. 


