USSVI Groton Base
"First and Finest"
Home of Dominic "Joe" Negri Memorial Clubhouse

Happy Birthday America from the Dominic “Joe” Negri clubhouse! The Executive Board, and I send our
well wishes to all U.S. Submarine Veterans and hope you have a fantastic month of July with family
gatherings and fun in the sun. Some very significant events happened in the month of July for the U.S.
Submarine service and with Boat Notes.

July 16-31, 1945: The USS Barb (SS-220) bombarded Japanese installations on Kaihyo Island, Japan,
marking the first successful use of rockets against shore positions. On 19 July, Fluckey noticed a railroad
running close to the Japanese coastline. After three
days of observation to establish train schedules, eight
crewmembers secretly deployed ashore in the black
of night. The men strategically placed a 55-pound
demolition charge that was intended to explode when
the next train passed. As the crew departed the area in
rubber boats, an incoming train hit the charge sending
locomotive wreckage 200-feet in the air that crashed
in a mass of flames and smoke.

George Washington (SSBN 598 made history on 20 July 1960, when
she successfully launched the first Polaris from a submerged
submarine.

USS Nautilus (SSN-571) — developed by Hyman G. Rickover —
on 23 July, Nautilus set a course northward to become the first
nuclear submarine to cross the North Pole under the Arctic polar ice
pack.




The Tomahawk land-attack missile was later developed, and
was first used by, submarines in combat during Operation
Desert Storm by USS Louisville (SSN-724) and USS
Pittsburgh (SSN-720).

As I said last month it is a big year for the Submarine Service. Come on down, enjoy the atmosphere,
camaraderie, and renew some friendship. Pride Runs Deep!

I mentioned changes to Boat Notes, I have asked SubVet Member and author Ryan Walker to take on the
role a publisher and editor for our monthly publication.
The above information and images were taken from the Naval History and Heritage Command website

United States Submarine Veterans Inc.

WHO WE ARE: We are all United States Submariners! members Whether currently Active Retired
Reserve or an Honorably discharged veteran we all were, and some still are of the elite underseas fighting
force of the United States Navy. We are all volunteers who passed stringent testing challenging training,
and we proved our mettle when we earned the coveted designation "QUALIFIED IN SUBMARINES".
Whether your dolphins are gold or silver there is no expiration date on the back of that precious pin.
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ABOUT US: Groton Base was established as the first USSVI Base in 1964 followmg the tragic loss of
the USS Thresher SSN-593. Our creed serves to remember them and “all US Submariners on Eternal
Patrol.”




Lost Boats — July

USS S-28 (SS-133

Lost on July 4,1944, with the loss of 49
crew members. She was conducting
training exercises off Hawaii with the
US Coast Guard Cutter Reliance. After
S-28 dove for a practice torpedo
approach, Reliance lost contact. No
distress signal or explosion was heard.
Two days later, an oil slick was found
near where S-28 submerged. The exact
cause of her loss remains a mystery.

USS Robalo (SS-273

Lost on July 26,1944, with the loss of
81 crew members while on her 3rd war
patrol. She struck a mine about 2 miles
off the coast of Palawan. Four men
survived and swam ashore, then were
imprisoned by the Japanese.
Unfortunately, they were put on a
Japanese destroyer and lost when that
destroyer was sunk.

USS Grunion (SS-216)

Lost on July 30,1942, with the loss of
70 crew members while on her first war
patrol near Kiska Harbor. She radioed
that she sank two sub-chasers and
damaged a third but was never heard
from again. Grunion’s mangled remains
were found in the Bering Sea in 2006
off the Aleutian Island of Kiska.

Plan of the Month, July 2025

Date Time Action Description

71 Closed Clubhouse Closed Kitchen Renovation
7/2 Closed Clubhouse Closed Kitchen Renovation
7/3 Closed Clubhouse Closed Kitchen Renovation
7/4 10:00 Event Groton 4 of July Parade
7/4 Noon Event 4 of July Reception Clubhouse Burger Burn
7/12 S5pm PE:;? USS Houston Reunion

713 Nlooo'n Event Sub School Brunch

7/15 11:30 Event Holland Club Luncheon




7/26 11-4 Private Rosi Retirement
Event
7/27 10- Event SSEP Brunch
Noon

Part of the Submarine Veterans Creed/Purpose is to endeavor to
educate all third parties it comes in contact with about the services
our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made
possible the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today."

Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS) Updates

During each month, a USSVI Groton Base member participated in
Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS) graduation as the SubVets
Representative presenting the “Heritage Award” and a SubVet
Challenge coin to the class leader. In this month’s issue of Boat
Notes, we will highlight three graduations held on 27 May, 13 & 27 June. I would like to thank
SubSchool leadership for allowing us to participate in this milestone event.

The following information is for BESS Class 25260, named after the USS Trigger SS 237. The
information provided comes from various sources including Naval History and Heritage Command and
Wikipedia. Follow the links for additional details.

USS Trigger (SS-237) was a Gato-class submarine, the first ship of
the United States Navy to be named for the triggerfish. Trigger's
keel was laid down on 1 February 1941 at Mare Island, California,
by the Mare Island Navy Yard. She was launched on 22 October
1941, sponsored by Mrs. Walter N. Vernou, and commissioned on
30 January 1942. The submarine sailed for Hawaii on 22 May and
reached Pearl Harbor the following week. She sortied for Midway
Island with Task Group 7.2 (TG 7.2) on 29 May in anticipation of a
Japanese attack on that island. Her station during the ensuing Battle
of Midway was northeast of Midway, but her usefulness was
curtailed when she ran aground. She freed from her grounding and
returned to Pearl Harbor on 9 June.

Trigger’s crew was surely eager to keep up their swaggering
reputation as they headed for their patrol area in the waters around
Japan’s Ryukyu Islands. The boat attacked a convoy on 18 March, sinking one merchant vessel and
damaging another, and then fell in behind to follow the remainder of the ships. She subsequently received
orders to continue reporting on the convoy’s whereabouts and also to attempt to find a safe passage
through a heavily-mined area of the East China Sea. Further orders were sent on 24 and 26 March; on the
26th Trigger sent in a weather report, but did not acknowledge receipt of her new instructions. The sub
was never heard from again, but its legacy lived on as the subject of Edward ‘Ned’ Beach in the book
Submarine!

More on the USS Trigger (SS 237) can be found USS Trigger (SS-237) - Wikipedia, and The Loss of
USS TRIGGER (SS-237) - Submarine Force Library & Museum Association



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Trigger_(SS-237)
https://ussnautilus.org/the-loss-of-uss-trigger-ss-237/
https://ussnautilus.org/the-loss-of-uss-trigger-ss-237/

The May 27" BESS Class named after USS Trigger (SS-237) had 72 students with a 77% class average.
Congratulations to this class of future Submariners have finished one of many milestones in their Navy
career and are anxiously waiting for their next assignments whether “A” School or direct assignment to
their first submarine. Instructors involved with today’s ceremony
included were: MMAC(SS) Roberts, ITR1(SS) Gault, and FT1(SS)
Abott. Thank you for using your background, training, and experience
in guiding these future Submariners.

The Command Representative was SubSchool Command Master
Chief Mike Micheli. Guest Speaker was Subase Command Master
Chief Gary Stephenson. SubSchool Chaplain, LT Levels gave the
Invocation and Benediction.

USSVI Groton Base and Holland Club member, Senior Chief Jack
Gedney, USN Retired, was the SubVet Representative and presented
the Submarine Heritage Award and a Groton Base challenge coin to
LSSSA(SU) Blake Lewis. The Heritage Award is given to the student
who demonstrates performance of their duties above and beyond the
call of the average student.

The Captain William H. Purdum Award was presented by
MMACM(SS) Vargas to FR(SU) Braxton Demoss. This award is
given to the student who shows academic achievement and personal improvement through the course of
instruction.

The class Honor Graduate Award was presented to SN(SU) River Wheeler by SubSchool CMC Mike
Micheli. The honor graduate is the student with the highest academic average who maintained
outstanding military bearing over the course of instruction.

The Navy Core Values Award was presented by CMC Gary Stephenson to SN(SU) Mitchell Cavaliere.
This award is giving to the student who best embodies the U.S. Navy Core Values of Honor, Courage, and
Commitment.

Congratulations and good luck as you begin the next phase of your submarine career. Looking forward to
all these fine Sailor joining our organization when they receive their fish.

Heritage Award: LSSSA(SU)
Blake Lewis William H.
Purdum Award: FR(SU) Braxton

Demoss



Honor Graduate:
SN(SU) River Wheeler
Core
Value Award: SN(SU)
Mitchell Cavaliere
| On June 13t the BESS
class that graduated was named after the USS Nautilus

(SSN-571).

USS Nautilus (SSN-571) was the world's first
operational nuclear-powered submarine and on 3
August 1958 became the first submarine to complete a
submerged transit of the North Pole. Her initial
commanding officer was Eugene "Dennis" Wilkinson,
a widely respected naval officer who set the stage for
many of the protocols of today's Nuclear Navy of the
i US, and who had a storied career during military
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service and afterwards.

Sharing a name with Captain Nemo's fictional submarine in Jules Verne's classic 1870 science fiction
novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Seas[8] and the USS Nautilus (SS-168) that served with
distinction in World War I1,[9] the new nuclear-powered Nautilus was authorized in 1951. Construction
began in 1952, and the boat was launched in January 1954, sponsored by Mamie Eisenhower, First Lady
of the United States, wife of 34th President Dwight D. Eisenhower; it was commissioned the following
September into the United States Navy. Nautilus was delivered to the Navy in 1955.

Following fleet exercises in early 1959, Nautilus entered Portsmouth Naval Shipyard for her first
complete overhaul. On 24 October 1960, Nautilus departed Portsmouth for her first deployment with
Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean. Although the deployment was relatively short, she managed to visit
Rota, Spain; Valleta, Malta; and La Spezia, Italy. She returned to her homeport of New London on 16
December.

Over the next six years, Nautilus participated in several fleet exercises while steaming more than 200,000
miles. In the spring of 1966, she again entered the record books when she logged her 300,000th mile
underway. During the following 12 years, Nautilus was involved in a variety of developmental testing
programs while continuing to serve alongside many of the more modern nuclear powered submarines she
had preceded.

On 9 April 1979, Nautilus departed Groton, on her final underway, steaming south to the Panama Canal
via Guantanamo Bay and Cartagena, Columbia. From there, she cruised north and reached Mare Island
Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California, on 26 May, to begin inactivation procedures. The ground breaking
submarine decommissioned on 3 March 1980.0n 9 April 1979, Nautilus departed Groton, on her final
underway, steaming south to the Panama Canal via Guantanamo Bay and Cartagena, Columbia. From
there, she cruised north and reached Mare Island Naval Shipyard, Vallejo, California, on 26 May, to begin
inactivation procedures. The ground breaking submarine decommissioned on 3 March 1980.



In recognition of her pioneering role in the practical use of nuclear power, Nautilus was designated a
National Historic Landmark by the Secretary of the Interior on 20 May 1982. Following an extensive
historic ship conversion at Mare Island, the submarine was towed to Groton, arriving on 6 July 1985.
There, on 11 April 1986, 86 years to the day after the establishment of the U.S. Submarine Force, historic
ship Nautilus and the Submarine Force Museum opened to the public as the first exhibit of its kind in the
world. The unique museum ship continues to serve as a dramatic link in both Cold War-era history and
the birth of the nuclear age.

More on the USS Nautilus can be found at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Nautilus (SSN-571) and
Nautilus (SSN-571)

The USS Nautilus (SSN-571), class #25280 had 92 students with an average
84% and 4 students graduating with distinction. Congratulations and “Well
Done.” These future Submariners have finished that first significant milestone
in their Navy career and are anxiously waiting for their next assignments
ranging from “A” School to direct assignment to their first submarine. A big
shout out to the instructors for this class for teaching them and giving them

o insight to their future onboard submarines. Thank you for using your
background training and experience in training these
future Submariners.

The Command Representative was SubSchool Executive Officer, Cmdr. Paul
Danos. FTCM(SS) Thomas Tatum, Submarine Learning Center was the Guest
Speaker. SubSchool Chaplain LT Level gave Invocation and Benediction.

USSVI Groton Base and Holland Club
Member, Gary Schmid was the SubVets
Representative and presented the Submarine
Heritage Award and a Groton Base challenge coin to SR(SU) Mikayla
Joy. The Heritage Award is given to the student who demonstrates the
performance of their duties above and beyond the call of the average
student.

The Captain William H. Purdum
Award was presented to LSSSR(SU) Brendan Ryan by
MMACM(SS) Vargas. This award is given to the student who
shows academic achievement and personal improvement through
the course of instruction.

The class Honor Graduate
award was presented by
XO, CDR Danos to
SR(SU) Jacob Hutton. The honor graduate is the student with the
highest academic average who maintained outstanding military
bearing over the course of instruction.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Nautilus_(SSN-571)
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/ships/submarines/uss-nautilus.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/ships/submarines/uss-nautilus.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/ships/submarines/uss-nautilus.html

The Navy Core Values Award was presented to SR(SU) Aidan Tyler
by FTCM(SS) Tatum. This award is giving to the student who best
embodies the U.S. Navy Core Values of Honor, Courage, and
Commitment.

Congratulations and good luck as you begin the next phase of your
submarine career. Looking forward to all these fine Sailor joining
our organization when they receive their fish.

On June 27", the BESS class that graduated was named after the USS
Thresher (SSN-593).

USS Thresher (SSN-593) was the lead boat of her class of nuclear-
powered attack submarines in the United States Navy. She was the

U.S. Navy's second submarine to be named after the thresher shark.
service and afterwards.

The contract to build Thresher was awarded to Portsmouth Naval
& Shipyard on 15 January 1958, and her keel was laid on 28 May 1958.

~  She was launched bow first on 9 July 1960, was sponsored by Mary B.
Warder (wife of World War II skipper Frederick B. Warder), and was
~ commissioned on 3 August 1961, Commander Dean L. Axene
commanding.

Thresher conducted lengthy sea trials in the western Atlantic and Caribbean Sea areas in 1961-1962.
These tests allowed a thorough evaluation of her many new and complex technological features and
weapons. She took part in Nuclear Submarine Exercise NUSUBEX) 3—61 off the northeastern coast of
the United States from 18—24 September 1961.

On April 10, 1963, following overhaul, Thresher began deep-diving tests, along with USS Skylark (ASR-
20), about 220 miles east of Cape Cod, Massachusetts. As the tests proceeded, Skylark received garbled
communications from her which eventually stopped. It became apparent she had sunk taking the lives of
the 129 officers, crewmen, and civilian technicians. Thresher's remains were located about 8,400 feet
below the surface on the sea floor by the bathyscaphe Trieste II, aided by USS Mizar (AK-272) and other
ships. After a review of evidence, the Court of Inquiry determined she had probably sunk due to a piping
failure, subsequent loss of power and the inability to blow ballast tanks rapidly enough to avoid sinking.

More on the USS Thresher can be found at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Thresher (SSN-593) and
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-
t/uss-thresher-ssn-593.html



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Thresher_(SSN-593)
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-t/uss-thresher-ssn-593.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/museums/nmusn/explore/photography/ships-us/ships-usn-t/uss-thresher-ssn-593.html

USS Thresher (SSN-593), class #25300 had 64 students with an average
84% and 5 students graduating with distinction. Congratulations and
“Well Done.” These future Submariners have finished that first
significant milestone in their Navy career and are anxiously waiting for
their next assignments ranging from “A” School to direct assignment to
their first submarine. A big shout out to the instructors for this class for
teaching them and giving them insight to their future onboard
submarines. Thank you for using your background training and
experience in training these future
Submariners.

The Command Representative was SubSchool Executive Officer, CDR. Paul
Danos. CSSCM (SS) Mark Shipley, COB, PCU District of Columbia was the
Guest Speaker. SubSchool Chaplain LT Level gave Invocation and
Benediction.

USSVI Groton, Base Commander, Steve B ,
Ricard was the SubVets Representative and presented the Submarme
Heritage Award and a Groton Base challenge coin to FN(SU) Kiya
Brody. The Heritage Award is given to the student who demonstrates
the performance of their duties above and beyond the call of the
average student.

The Captain William H. Purdum Award was presented to SN(SU)
Cory Jones by MMACM(SS) Vargas. This award is given to the
student who shows academic achievement and personal
improvement through the course of instruction.

The class Honor Graduate
award was presented by
XO, CDR Danos to
SA(SU) James Hessinger.
i The honor graduate is the student with the highest academic
B average who maintained outstanding military bearing over the
course of instruction.

The Navy Core Values Award was presented to SN(SU) Zoey
Batton by COB Shipley. This award is giving to the student who
best embodies the U.S. Navy Core Values of Honor, Courage, and
Commitment.

Congratulations and good luck as you begin the next phase of your
submarine career. Looking forward to all these fine Sailor joining
our organization when they receive their fish.




BESS Graduation Schedule
Here is the current graduation schedule for BESS. There are still many dates available to be the SubVet
Representative. If interested please let me know.

BESS Graduation Schedule SubVet Representative

Class Class Name Command | Guest SUBVETS | Graduation Notes
No. Rep Speaker | Rep Date
On July 15" the USS
Grunion (SS 216)
USS Grunion John sinks the Japanese
25320 (SS-216) X0 Carcioppolo 2025-JUL-11 submarine chasers (25
and 26) off Kiska,
Aleutian Islands.
On July 28" the USS
USS Steve Silversides sank a
25340 | Silversides CMC Ricard 2025-JUL-25 4,000-ton transport
(SS-236) feat with many more to
follow.
Sea Leopard Chris
25360 (S5-483) DOT Callahan 2025-AUG-08
25380 (610 Bud Atkins | 2025-AUG-22
25400 X0 John 2025-SEP-05
Carcioppolo
25420 CMC Bob Sharpe | 2025-SEP-19
25440 DOT 2025-0CT-03
25500 | USS Dallas | CO John 2025-OCT-17
Carcioppolo
25520 X0 Steve 2025-0CT-31
Ricard
25540 CMC Bob Sharpe | 2025-NOV 14
25600 DOT John 2025-Dec 5
Carcioppolo

We have also been asked to support Submarine Officer Basic Course (SOBC) and Submarine Officer
Advanced Course (SOAC). Again if you see a date that you would like to be the SubVet Representative at
one or more of these graduations, please let me know.

Submarine Officer Basic Course (SOBC) Dates:

25050 Graduate on 18 July: Bill Sheehan

25060 Graduate on 12 September: Bob Sharpe

Submarine Officer Advanced Course (SOAC) Dates:

25040 Graduate on Oct 2025

25060 Graduate on 20 Feb 2026
26020 Graduate on 18 Jun 2026
26040 Graduate on 23 Oct 2026

25030 Graduate on 15 Aug 2025
25050 Graduate on 12 Dec 2025: Bob Sharpe
26010 Graduate on 01 May 2026
26030 Graduate on 14 Aug 2026
26050 Graduate on 11 Dec 2026



So, what has been going on since the last Broadcast?

In addition to perpetuating the memory of departed shipmates USSVI provides a way for all submariners
to gather for their mutual benefit and enjoyment. Our common heritage as Submariners shall be
strengthened by camaraderie. The USSVI supports a strong U.S. Submarine Force.

B The clubhouse is open Tuesday-Friday 1100-1900 with lunch
served from 1100 — 1430 Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday. Thanks to Katrina, Heather, Ashley, Jessica, and Erin
for all the hard work, dedication and for keeping our
clubhouse a go to destination. Luncheon specials and regular
menu items are available. Check out our menus
https://www.ussvigroton.org/menus. Stop in and renew some
old friendships. Speaking of renewing, time to renew your
| Groton Base and USSVI National memberships. We are
also hosting “Happy Hour” Tuesday & Wednesday 3:00 —
" 5:00 PM. Come on down and try some drink specials.

The first day of June brought us another Sunday Brunch. The staff from
SSEP again took over the galley to cook up a fantastic breakfast. Throw in
a couple of their favorite delicious specials PRT Fail and MK48 ADCAP
and it was another great appearance at SubVets. The specials both had a
little bite and went down smoothly with your favorite morning beverage.

On Monday June 2™ we held our Monthly Membership meeting at 1830 in the hall. Over 40 members
joined the monthly meeting both in person and via Zoom. Thank you for joining us each month.

Executive Board members gave updates on the status of the club finances, and upcoming events to be
held at the clubhouse. Each chairperson provided updates on committee activities during the month and
plans for the upcoming months.

Prior to the meeting a social hour/holiday stress relief was held in the pump room. Hot dogs and SubVet
chili are available at a very reasonable price. With the invention of Zoom, you’d think more members
would attend the meeting. we offer Zoom so all of our, almost 1200 members can attend.

Join us next month on Monday July 7th for our membership meeting starting at 1830. The Zoom link will
be published prior to the meeting.


https://www.ussvigroton.org/menus

June 4 - 6 was Groton Base Holland Club Induction weekend. The Base had over 40 Submarine Sailor
reach that important milestone in their submarine career, qualified in Submarines 50 years or more.
Thirty-four made it to Groton to be inducted in front of family, friends, and fellow Shipmates cheering

them on. Friday some of the Inductees returned to SubSchool, others for the first time seeing the advances
in technology over the past 50 plus years. While others joined USSVI National Commander, Jon Jaques,
at the Submarine Squadron 4 Change of Command and tour of the USS Iowa SSN 797, the newest
submarine to the fleet. Congratulations Shipmates, welcome to the Holland Club.

Friday evening was the annual Holland Club Induction “Steak Night” put
on by Old Salts. What a fantastic evening bringing together Shipmates
from all over the country. A big that’s again to Old Salts for a fantastic
evening.

After the Induction ceremony,
everyone made their way back to the
clubhouse for a reception.

Wrapping up the weekend, on Sunday 6 June the crew of the USS
Hyman G. Rickover, SSN 795 had their first turn in the galley

# cooking up a wonderful Sunday Brunch. They definaely earned
their spot for another return in August. Thanks again for support
our submarine community.

Happy Father’s Day from Groton Base. Man, three Sunday’s in a row we have had the fortune of crews
taking over the mess cranking duties. On this day Old Salts, professing that they never were cooks in the



Navy, cooked up a fabulous Sunday Brunch. There was also birthday cake for Riley Reid (7) and Marilyn
Gustufson (7+). What a great way to end brunch. Thanks again to our Shipmates at Old Salts for
supporting our submarine community.

On Tuesday June 17th, we held our monthly Holland Club Luncheon
where the house was packed with 60 attendees. Our guest speaker was
City of Groton Mayor, Keith Hedrick.

John will cover the highlights further on in this edition of Boat Notes.

Sadly on 27 June we said Fair Winds and Following Seas to Katrina and
: what’s his name, Dean, as they get ready to start the next chapter in their
ify i ife. Dean retires on July 3™ after more than 25 years of defending our
B country and Katrina will hang up her cooking utensils as SubVets lead chef.
E... We love you both and wish you the best.

We have a lot of major events planned for the second half of 2025, so keep an eye out for announcements,
Facebook postings or Plan of the Month posted in the clubhouse. If you have any ideas on how to put
butts in seats at YOUR club let any of us know. Stop on by the clubhouse have lunch renew your
membership and say “Hi.”



Boat Reunion

Anyone having a boat reunion in the “Submarine Capital of the World” soon or coming up soon reach out
and let us know. We would love you to have one or more of your g o wo g

reunion functions at the club. Contact our Event Coordinator ‘
Ashley via email at events@ussvigroton.org. As mentioned at
SubSchool graduations, the friendship, and the bonds that you
make while onboard your boat will last forever. I want to thank
the boats who have stopped by the club “your club" to renew
friendships and to check on our many updates since your last
Visit.

https://www.ussvigroton.org Update:

Finding it difficult to find a good list of Submarine Reunions? So the PAO has added a new calendar to
the website for finding Submarine Reunions. Should you become aware of one, please send me the
information and I will add it to this calendar. Jim Lawton, Webmaster / PAO — pao@ussvigroton.org

https://www.ussvigroton.org/boatreunions

Big thanks to the USS Albuquerque for hosting their reunion meet and greet at the club.

SENIOR VICE COMMANDER Robert Perritt

Greetings Shipmates,

As planned, we continued to work on the Groton Base Membership program during May. I wish I could
write some interesting and exciting news about the progress we’re making, but that’s not to be I’m afraid.
We are adding new features and reports weekly, driven by ideas from our Base Treasurer.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions please feel free to contact me at
vice(@ussvigroton.org

Bob Perritt
Vice Commander


mailto:events@ussvigroton.org
https://www.ussvigroton.org/
mailto:pao@ussvigroton.org
https://www.ussvigroton.org/boatreunions
file:///C:/Users/srica/Downloads/vice@ussvigroton.org

JR VICE COMMANDER Paul Skalski

Hello Shipmates,
Clubhouse hours (starting 3/1/2025)
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
11:00 — 19:00
We will be open late for meeting nights, special events, catered events, Karaoke.
Lunch hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 11:00 — 14:30
Happy Hour
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 15:00 — 17:00
It has been an honor to be your Jr Vice for the past 4 years. We had fun times and accomplished a lot.

We hired a new cook. Please stop by the clubhouse for lunch and meet Carlene Townsend. While at the
club house you will see a new bartender, Julie Zipp, Julie brings with her many years of bartending
experience.

Please support our new Jr Vice Jim Lawton.

The needs of a few do not outweigh the needs of the many.
Be Part of the Solution, VOLUNTEER

Paul Skalski
Jr. Vice Commander

jrvice(@ussvigroton.org

860.823.9641

BASE SECRETARY David Frease

The June Meeting was attended in person by (27) and Zoom (12)) for a total of 39
members.

BASE ELECTIONS 2025

Steve Ricard — Elected to 3" Term as Base Commander
Jim Lawton Elected to 1° Term as Jr. Vice Commander
Base Treasurer remains open with no nominations.

David Frease

Base Secretary
secretary@ussvigroton.org



mailto:jrvice@ussvigroton.org
mailto:secretary@ussvigroton.org

BASE TREASURER Charlie Murray

On vacation from July 4 to July 18 but will return.
LOOKS LIKE THERE IS JUST NO INTEREST IN BEING OUR TEASURER.

- I'will remain on temporarily until we can nominate another person. This is workable if we
can get a few people to help out with fundraising and updating records.

THIS IS THE NEW OPPORTUNITY.

1. DONATIONS - looking for 2 to 3 people to collaborate with me to manage our 2 donation
appeals. Work isn’t difficult and can be done from home. This is important because keeping the
doors open depends on donations and the goodwill of our members.

2. MANAGEMENT OF OUR FUNDS - looking for at least 1 person to collaborate with me to
ensure bills are paid and that funds are available to pay our staff. Work isn’t difficult and can be
done from home.

STILL VERY IMPORTANT SO PLEASE READ — VOLUNTEER OR NOMINATE SOMEONE

We are actively searching for a new treasurer and collaborating with me now will give you exposure to
our records and accounts and assuming the position on July 1, 2025, will be much easier.

While I can’t continue as Treasurer after June 30", I have offered to continue to do all fund raising.

I'm available now to help train anyone who is interested in doing this. If you are interested, please contact
me. This is your opportunity to provide leadership to the Groton organization.

2025 ANNUAL APPEAL officially has ended but we accept donations all year.

We received permission from donors to identify their participation (we will not publish the donation
amounts). The majority of our donors have given us their permission.

Annual Appeal is an ask for your support to keep the Clubhouse open. It’s more than a place to have a
quick lunch or after work beverage. It’s in fact, a reminder to all of us of all the Lost Boats and all the pat
members who are now on Eternal Patrol. There is just history on every floor and it’s your history.

COMMENTS FROM OUR DONORS
Submarine Force Library Museum - “thank you for providing Docents and promoting the SFM.
RM2(SS) Brayton — “Keep up the great work.”

EMP2(SS) Dotts - “sorry to be late in replying, health concerns have caused the delay in mailing in my
reply.”
LT Gudis - “I bet [ am one of the last to drink bourbon with Joe. I have not been in Groton in years but

am planning a visit for this summer. It wouldn’t be the same without Joe. I am 94 now I still smell the
diesel!”

Mark Mow - “Proud to be a member of USSVI, that does so much to help others. Keep the good work
going forward.



MM1(SS) Ralph Winslow - ... Ralph is now in long-term care with advanced Alzheimer’s....
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

We are again in discussion with our contract, but we need the funds to go forward, BUT we have received
5 donations since last month. We appreciate it very much.

We offer our building for many submarine-related events, but we need to continue to improve our
facilities. I don’t think any of us consider our clubhouse is 2™-rate facilities or services. Yet we have
limited bathroom facilities, which limits the availability to our membership.

HALL BATHROOM IS THE PRIORITY. WHY do the Hall bathroom first? Because we believe it will
be an asset in renting or in any use of the Hall. We now do retirements, pinning ceremonies, family
parties but we will be able to get more disabled people to use the space, we can work to get organizations
like the Blood Bank to use the Hall. I’ve spoken to member wives who tell me that while both bathrooms
are needed, they want the hall installed asap.

The more we do with other organizations the more visibility we will have within the Navy and Groton
communities.

2025 COIN featuring Medal of Honor winner Henry Breault the only enlisted Submariner to receive this
honor — you need to have this coin. Supply is very limited, and the cost is only $10 a coin.

We will be considering ordering more of the above coin or creating a new one. We will keep you
informed.

YOU DONATE TO SUBVETS GROTON OR THE NATIONAL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
There are a few ways you can donate.

Option 1: You can mail a check to SUBVETS GROTON 40 School St Groton CT 06340
Option 2: You can donate Via PayPal at https://www.ussvigroton.org/donations.
You can donate to our Annual or Thanksgiving Appeals, to our Scholarship, Holland Club, Memorial
Fund, Capital Improvements and Kaps4Kids.
Note: Contributions to SUBVETS GROTON are not tax deductible for Federal income tax
purposes.
Option 3: You can mail a check to USSV Charitable Foundation PO Box 1063 Groton CT 06340-
1063
Option 4: You can donate online at https:www.ussvcf.org/donate.html.

Note: Contributions to USSVI Charitable Foundation are tax deductible. And you can indicate that you
are donating to any of the Funds or to a specific GROTON Fund.

IMPORTANT NEW OPTION AVAILABLE —IF YOU WANT A TAX DEDUCTION

You can use one of the Links below to send directly to the Charitable Foundation



1. Option to get donations applied and available for Groton.
2. Option to get donations applied to the Brotherhood Fund

https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause pdetails/MTc1MjU4  Brotherhood

If you need more information about any fund-raising options please contact Treasurer(@ussvigroton.org

Charlie Murray, Treasurer, 860 830 9605

CHAPLAINS REPORT Earl Colella & John Carcioppolo

Chaplains Report/Honors Detail - John Carcioppolo 860-514-7064
Gumba700@comcast.net

The following is the Honors Detail activity from 26 May 2025. There
were 3 Eternal Patrols as follows:

LT Ronald Pelletier — Passed on 18 April 2025. No Honors Detail
ENC(SS) Edward R. Russell Passed on 16 June 2025. Honors Detail
will present Honors on 3 July at the Pawcatuck VFW, 160 South
Broad St Pawcatuck CT 06379

Associate Member - Piotr P.M. Liwski Date of Passing unknown.
We received a donation in his memory and no way to contact the
family. If anyone has any additional information, please contact us.

There was also one Honors detail.
CAPTAIN James Seaton The Honors Detail presented Honors to start a Celebration of Life for Jim
Seaton on 21 June. Below is a picture of the participants prior to the Honors Ceremony.

SUBVETS Groton Base Honor Detail at Captain Jim Seaton’s Celebration of Life.
FRONT ROW: James Angelika Lawton; Alex Doucette; John Gumba Carcioppolo .
BACK ROW: Rp-Bob Dulin; Steve Ricard; Robert Sharpe; Robert Gustafson; Rob Davis; Earl Colella

What we do matters

Dear John, Steve, Earl, and the entire SUBVETS Honors Detail--

We cannot thank you all enough for the Honors you rendered to our father, CAPT. James (Jim) H. Seaton,
USNR, on Saturday, June 21, 2025. Yours was a very moving ceremony, which was the perfect beginning
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to his Celebration of Life service immediately afterwards at Ledyard Congregational Church. Steve, it
was particularly special and serendipitous for us to have someone from his former command be part of
this Detail--and in a position to make such personal remarks.

EVERYONE who was in attendance remarked on the Honors ceremony--and was moved by it. The
Eternal Patrol certificate is beautiful and will be treasured by us.

I do hope some of you stayed for the church service and reception, and if so, I apologize that | was unable
to get to speak personally with you afterwards due to the crowd present. I hope perhaps you were able to
speak with my sister, Beth, or my brother, Scot (retired Navy aviator). Know that we are grateful to you
for your past -- and continued -- Service.

If I may say so -- Bravo Zulu, SUBVETS.

With Deep Appreciation,

Heidi Seaton

Beth Dickerson

Scot Seaton

Information for the Eternal Patrol bios comes from the USSVI National Webpage Membership section.
What you have there is what I put out. If you don't have all the right stuff, then that's what we are going to
put out. Additionally, some of the info comes from old bios from Holland Club inductions. If your info on
the National Web Page is not up to date either update it or ask Base Commander Steve Ricard at
commander(@ussvigroton.org.

Also, with regards to information, if we don’t know of a member passing, we cannot provide the
information or present Honors. Please ensure that your families know that when you have passed to
contact Groton Base Chaplain Earl Colella 734-730-1026 earl.colella@comcast.net or John Carcioppolo
860-514- 7064 gumba700@comecast.net and if possible, provide a link to the obituary.

Keep your eyes open. If you know of a member passing or see an obituary of a Submariner who passed
and maybe a member, do not hesitate to pass that info along. We will figure out if he is a member and
conduct business accordingly. A link to the obituary is always good to have. The sooner we know the
information, the timelier we can react and put out the notices and hopefully have the Honors Detail render
honors. All too often we find out about the passing of a member long after the funeral and do not get the
chance to provide honors for our Shipmates. We are always looking for potential new members of the
Honors Detail to supplement those who participate. If you are interested in being part of the Honors
Detail, all you really have to do is let me know and show up. We prefer you to have the SUBVETS vest,
but that is not a hard requirement.

RED HAT CEREMONIES On Tuesday 24 June we held a Red Hat Ceremony for USS INDIANA
(SSN 789) who departed Groton for their next homeport in Pearl Harbor Hi. Participants included Dennis
Hopkin, Harold Haugland, Ed Berry, Bob Dulin, Bob Sharpe, David Dvorak, Rich Cheatham, Joe Wread,
Kim Beagle, Shirley Patenaude, Dee Carcioppolo, Rick Poole,
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Picture courtesy of Jill Henry

The next Homecoming will be in early July. Watch your emails for word on the Homecoming.

I often receive requests to be added to the Homecoming notifications. I do not have a specific email list
for homecomings. I just send notifications to the entire membership, so I don’t miss anyone. If you get all
the regular Base Broadcasts from the Base Commander, Eternal Patrol Broadcasts, etc. etc. then you
should get the Homecoming notifications. If you are not getting the Broadcasts, you will not get the
Homecoming notifications, and you should contact the Base Commander to ensure that we have the
correct email address on file.

Also, due to classification restrictions I can only put the word out 2 days in advance. However, I use the
Welcome Home signs at the front gate of the Naval Submarine Base as a guide. If the signs go up that’s
my signal to send out the notification.

HOLLAND CLUB Report - John Carcioppolo
AN EXCLUSIVE GROUP WITHIN OUR SUBMARINE VETERANS’
ORGANIZATION WHERE THE CORE REQUIREMENT FOR
ELIGIBILITY IS THE DESIGNATION “QUALIFIED IN
SUBMARINES’ FOR A MINIMUM OF FIFTY YEARS.

July 2025 Holland Club Report

Welcome to Summer

LUNCHEONS Our Jun Holland Club Luncheon had 56 people in attendance, most who had RSVP’d
that they were attending. Well done and thank you to all who RSVP’d so that I could give Katrina and
Ashley an accurate head count. For the few not RSVPing, please try to make a point to RSVP so that we
are not surprised. My main concern is that we have enough seats to accommodate everyone.

Our Guest Speaker was Groton City Mayor Keith Hedrick. He gave an interesting talk about different
classes of Submarines, Electric Boat, and the Thames River Heritage Park.

50-50 was won by Holland Club Inductee David Dvorak, who donated half of his winnings back to the
Holland Club.



Many thanks to Katrina and Ashley for a great meal with some great help from SUBSCHOOL Students
SN Adams, SN Brown, SN Ingram, and SN Jenkins. When asked why she joined Submarines SN Ingram
replied because she heard that Submarines were “Bad Ass.” She was an instant success with the audience.

We said goodbye to Katrina Marvin, who is leaving her position as the cook at SUBVETS, to head off
into the Sunset with her husband Dean, who is retiring from the Navy. Thank you, Katrina, for all of the
great meals and service you have provided to the members of the Holland Club. We will miss you, but we
wish you both the very best in whatever is next.

We have speakers booked out through August and possibly September. Upcoming speakers are as
follows:
o 22 Jul Guest Speaker Navy Legal Service Office, SUBASE New London CT Senior Enlisted
Leader LNC(SW/AW) Nina A. Kettles
e 19 Aug Guest Speaker Captain Kenneth Curtin, CO Naval Submarine Base and CMDCM(SS)
Gary Stephenson
o 23 September Guest Speaker I have a tentative commitment from Mike Holland, Retired Rear
Admiral. Please note the date. Our Holland Club Luncheons are normally on the third Tuesday of
the month. However, because of the Chief Petty Officer Pinning’s throughout the day on 16
September, I have moved the September Holland Club Luncheon back a week. This is for
September only. In October we will go back to the third Tuesday of the month.

Again, as a courtesy, please contact me if you plan to attend so we can continue to give the best possible
count to our cook and staff.

SN Jenkins, SN Ingram, SN Brown, and
SN Adams




Thank you Katrina Marvin
Groton City Mayor Keith Hedrick ¥

The rest of the Lunch Pictures are here:

HOLLAND CLUB 2025 2025 Holland Club Ceremony is in the books. Everybody’s hard work over the
last 7 months paid off and HC 2025 was a complete success. One of the inductees sent me an email that
pretty much says it all.

“Great job on the ceremony. You and your volunteers certainly outdid themselves! I enjoyed
COMSUBLANT’s remarks, and I especially enjoyed our emcee, the meteorologist (Gil Simmons)

You were right: this ceremony far outdid my expectations on getting my original dolphins!!” Jim Hedtke
So thank you once again to the members of the Holland Club Committee including Kim Beagle, Carl
Franzoni, Bob Sharpe, and all of the volunteers who contributed to the success of Holland Club 2025. I
COULD NOT HAVE DONE THIS WITHOUT EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU.

A final congratulations to all those inducted: Lee J. Adams; David R. Aiken; Glenn Appleton; Lonnie Lee
Barham; Patrick E. Boyle; Stanley L. Clerici; James A Daniels; Alfred L. De Simone; Douglas Del
Biondo; Joseph P. Di Luzio; David A. Dvorak; Arthur D. Fauver Jr.; Stephen C. Garmon; Wayne Gates;
Barry F. Gillen; Ronald G. Giuliani; Raymond A. Hamilton Jr.; David D. Harper; Richard H. Hartman;
James C. Hedtke; John P. Held; Rex E. Henderson; Daniel C. Hubert; Charles A. Kappelman; William B.
Konakowitz; Doug Kostlan; Dennis R. Latz; James Lavoie; Stanley D. Miller; Frederick B Nellums;
Robert H. Nelson; Richard W. Poole; Maurice L Price II; Frank J. Rowe; Robert G Stephens; Mark V
Stern; Scott M. Thompson; Robert Walker; John R. Wallace; Robert W. Wallace; Richard E. Wojtowicz.
The final figures are as follows:

Total Income and Donations: $3265; Total Expenses $3420.55 for a Gross Loss of $155.55.

Planning for Holland Club 2026 will start soon. I’ll be providing a listing of inductees in the next edition
of Boat Notes.




HC 2025 LINKS
Ceremony Pictures Courtesy of Rich Cheatham can be viewed here:

Pictures taken by Naval Submarine School
https://www.flickr.com/photos/196517515@N06/albums/72177720326746025/

https://www.flickr.com/.../albums/72177720326733727/page2

Ceremony Video Courtesy of Jim Lawton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8xvokVdYOs

Ceremony PPT Courtesy of Kim Beagle
https://youtu.be/DINZSWKwTtU

John “Gumba” Carcioppolo
Holland Club Chair (860) 514 — 7064
Holland@ussvigroton.org

USS DALLAS (SSN 700) 2025 Reunion — Reunion for all crew members from Plank Owners
to Decom Crew. 16 — 18 October 2025 Groton CT. Contact John “Gumba” Carcioppolo
cumba700@comcast.net for more information.

COLOR GUARD Bob Sharpe

On Saturday June 7, 2025, the Naval Submarine School Silver Dolphin’s Color Guard presented
the U. S. National Flag, and the U.S. Navy flags at the USSVI Groton Base’s 2025 Holland Club
Induction ceremony held at the Dealy Center Theater.

Groton Base Color Guard members were present, supporting the 2025 Holland Club Induction.
Our USSVI and SubVets WWII flags hung aloft on either side of the Holland Club Banner
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eberFor our next scheduled event we will be participating in the Town of Groton’s 4th of July
Parade. I am looking for 3 — 5 flag carriers capable of carrying a flag for the entire two-mile parade
route. If we cannot form a color guard detail, then we will make other arrangements and color
guard members can ride on the Groton Base float.

Preferred Dress: Long pants or Shorts Short sleeve shirt No Tie
SubVets vest Comfortable footwear Ball cap

Please let me know if you are planning on attending this event and can support being part of this
detail.

As always, the detail needs a few members to help out at scheduled events. If you are interested,
please email me at bobsharpe@hotmail.com or on my Cell at (860) 501-6161 and leave a message.

MEMBERSHIP Vacant

RENEW NOW FOR 2025
Reminder that it is time to renew annual membership. If you are a USSVI Life member you still owe
Groton Base dues (unless you are Groton Base Life). If you are trying to find out if you are a Member in
good standing, drop me a line commander(@ussvigroton.org. Here is the link to renew your memberships.
Dues Renewal | USSVI Groton
New rates $80 /year ($40 USSVI National and $40 Groton Base).

Membership Update

Members — 1,112
Life National Members — 863
Base Life Members - 370
Holland Club — 642
Associate Members — 61

Active Duty, new members only, Base and National Dues their first calendar year are free.

LOOKING FOR A MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

USSVI GROTON BASE “SILENT SERVICE” Michael Hodges

By the time you read this, I will have been your liaison to the DMV for our USSVI “Silent Service”
license plates for just over six months. In that time, I’ve responded to 23 email inquiries and 2 phone
inquiries, stocked our clubhouse with license applications, and mailed 11 applications. From these efforts
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so far, we’ve gained five new USSVI members, of which four have returned their license applications
which I have authorized and forwarded to the DVM. From this effort we have two members that plan to
apply for our license plate, as well as four more who plan to join USSVI and apply for our license plate.

If you would like to display our unique “Silent Service” on your
vehicle, please contact me and I would be glad to answer any
questions and guide you through the process. If you have
questions shoot a quick email to me at:
ctsubvetplates@ussvigroton.org.

I’m also listed on our USSVI Groton Website under:
https://www.ussvigroton.org/linksofinterest.

Applications are also available at the clubhouse in the document holder next to the bulletin board in the
pumproom.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE Greg Kane

2025 USSVI Groton Base Scholarship Recipients

AN \
Baker Nelson

Baker Nelson, a student from Middlebury Union High School, has been awarded the prestigious United
States Submarine Veterans, Inc. - Groton Base Scholarship. While unable to attend the ceremony in
person from his home in Vermont, his outstanding achievements and dedication were celebrated.

Nelson's academic record is exceptional, boasting a cumulative GPA of 4.02 and an SAT score of 1370.
He has successfully navigated the rigorous International Baccalaureate Diploma Program, excelling in
challenging courses such as IB DP Higher Level Physics and Language and Literature. His academic
success is a testament to his strong organizational and time management skills.
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Beyond academics, Nelson's commitment to his school and community is remarkable. He serves as a co-
president of Hope Happens Here and is a founding member of the Middlebury Environmental Action
Club. His involvement in Model UN and as a Peer Leader Coordinator underscores his dedication to
making a positive impact and supporting his peers. Additionally, he participates in the "Empowering
Afghan Girls" program, connecting with girls across the world.

Nelson's work experience further showcases his strong work ethic and diverse skills. For four years, he
has worked in on-call catering for Middlebury College, handling event preparation and guest service. He
also spent two years as a Chef at Tavern on the Tee, responsible for food preparation, service, and daily
specials. His compassionate nature is evident in his five years as a Nursery Care Provider at the
Congregational Church of Middlebury, caring for children aged 6-12 during church services and events,
and seven years of additional babysitting experience.

His family has played a significant role in his journey, with his mother, Michelle Nelson, his father, Peter
Nelson, and his grandfather, John Stephen McKenzie Sr., sharing in this proud moment.

In his essay, Nelson eloquently articulated his understanding of freedom, a core value intertwined with
the USSVI Creed. He wrote, "Freedom to choose what classes I take and my major and make new friends.
This freedom to choose is a great source of motivation and a great source of reflection. These freedoms
available to me are a result of many people who came before me and established and protected a country
that gives me this wealth of freedom". This profound appreciation for the sacrifices made to secure
freedoms deeply resonates with the values of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.

Nelson plans to pursue a liberal arts education with interests in Art History, Political Science, and
Religion, and has been accepted to both Pomona College and Washington University in St. Louis. His
diverse talents, including being a state champion in Nordic skiing and his creativity in the kitchen,
combined with his dedication to service, promise a bright future. The United States Submarine Veterans,
Inc. - Groton Base is proud to award this scholarship, confident that Baker Nelson will continue to
embody the spirit of the USSVI Creed and make a positive impact on the world.



Sofia Cirillo

The United States Submarine Veterans — Groton Base proudly announces this year’s scholarship
recipient: *Sofia Cirillo*, a shining example of academic excellence, leadership, and community service.

A standout senior at Glastonbury High School, Sofia impressed the scholarship committee with her strong
GPA of 3.663 and an SAT score of 1260. Her rigorous course load—including AP Biology, AP
Psychology, and AP US History—demonstrates her dedication to challenging herself and striving for
growth.

But Sofia’s achievements go far beyond the classroom. As co-captain of the Girls Golf Team and active
member of the Indoor Track and Field Hockey teams, she has displayed exemplary teamwork and
leadership. She is also a National Honor Society member and has given back to her community through
volunteer work at South Glastonbury Church, helping with charitable efforts and organizing a book
auction.

Sofia’s work experience speaks to her industrious spirit. She’s contributed to her community by working
in the Bakery Department at Highland Park Market, a front-of-house employee at Chick-fil-A and at an
Ellington golf course—all while managing her academic and extracurricular commitments.

The scholarship ceremony was made even more meaningful by the presence of Sofia’s mother, Michele
Murray, and her grandfather, Charles Murray, a former Navy submariner. This personal connection
deepens Sofia’s connection to the USSVI Creed, which she eloquently defined in her essay as “doing
something not for oneself, but for the greater good of others.”

Looking ahead, Sofia plans to attend Bryant University to study Business and Marketing. Her dream? To
one day open her own bakery—a fitting fusion of her passion and entrepreneurial spirit.

We are honored to support Sofia’s journey and are confident she will continue to exemplify the values of
service, integrity, and perseverance. Congratulations, Sofia! You make the Groton Base and your
community proud.



MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Marian Galbraith

New holly trees have been planted at the Memorial, twenty in total, The new trees will create an attractive
backdrop to the Memorial. While we are awaiting the installation of the new irrigation, the Memorial
Committee has been taking turns watering them on a daily basis.

VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE BRIAN HAGUE
From the desk of USSVI Groton Base Veterans Affairs
HAVE A QUESTION ABOUT YOUR VA BENEFITS?
DON’T KNOW IF YOU QUALIFY FOR VA BENEFITS?
Contact Brian Hague, USSVI Groton Base Veterans Affairs Representative (860)237-7323.

brian.hague@ussvigroton.org
Hey Navy, hotter weather has found us. The parking garage at West Haven VA is done and open.
The first two floors are handicapped.

Don’t get caught off guard when it comes to newer VA log-in requirements.
https://news.va.gov/133159/prepare-for-vas-secure-sign-in-changes/

What to stay active without the crazy workout? https:/news.va.gov/131368/five-virtual-
resources-older-veterans-active/

Some good news for World War II Veterans. All WWII Veterans are now eligible for VA health
care - VA News

The Department of Veterans Affairs issued a proposed rule outlining plan to expand the locations
and time frames for which VA presumes exposure to Agent Orange and other herbicides.
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-presumes-exposure-agent-orange-herbicides/

VA launches new nationwide surgery initiative. https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-new-
surgery-initiative-across-the-nation-a-critical-step-to-saving-the-lives-of-veterans-considering-surgery/

For those who like to track the West Haven Campus during the renovations, I’ll leave up the link
to the final Environmental Assessment Report from Dec 2022 it includes campus overlay: VA OCFM -
West Haven VAMC - NEPA Final Environmental Assessment - December 2022

“The more you sweat in peacetime, the less you bleed in war.” Get ahead of your final wishes
and plan now for what you want. Do it now and no worries. VA expands burial benefits for Veterans and
their families
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https://news.va.gov/press-room/all-wwii-veterans-are-now-eligible-for-no-cost-va-health-care-and-nursing-home-services/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-presumes-exposure-agent-orange-herbicides/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-new-surgery-initiative-across-the-nation-a-critical-step-to-saving-the-lives-of-veterans-considering-surgery/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-launches-new-surgery-initiative-across-the-nation-a-critical-step-to-saving-the-lives-of-veterans-considering-surgery/
https://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/WestHaven_VAMC_NEPA_Final_EA_December2022.pdf
https://www.cfm.va.gov/environmental/WestHaven_VAMC_NEPA_Final_EA_December2022.pdf
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-expands-burial-benefits/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-expands-burial-benefits/

Looking forward to travelling, but with a good deal. Armed Forces Vacation Club (AFVC) might
be for you and your family. https:/news.va.gov/124422/armed-forces-vacation-club-for-veterans/

Are you a high-tech Sailor? The VA put out a helpful link to navigate their Apps. How to use cool
features in VA’s official mobile app - VA News

Here is an Oct 2019 study from the Naval Submarine Medical Research Laboratory on Submarine
Medicine. An Overview of the Unique Field of Submarine Medicine (dtic.mil)

Remember, if you want to see other info related to submarine medical issues let me know and I
will track it down and post it. Hope to see you at the club!

https://www.va.gov/

Always a good place to start.
Home - My HealtheVet - My HealtheVet (va.gov)

Track your appointments, meds and more.

Military and Veteran Benefits, News, Veteran Jobs | Military.com This is a great website for info
on any Military and Veteran related.

KAP(SS) 4 KID(SS) John Riley - National Chairman

""No one stands so tall as when they stop to help a child."

Abraham Lincoln

Since 2009, at child health care facilities throughout Connecticut, the Groton Base’s Kaps 4
Kids Program has brought Comfort and Joy to over 2,500 sick Kids and their families!

We visit Kids at Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital, Connecticut Children’s Hospital, Yale New
Haven Hospital's Child Psychiatric Units, The Ronald McDonald House and The Connecticut
Hospice. We plan to continue this program as long as there are sick Kids in need of our support.

On May 28" Groton Base's Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS) Team, consisting of Bob Dulin, Bob Sharpe, Paul
Grammer, and John Riley, conducted our annual Memorial Day visit to the Kids at Yale New Haven
Children's Hospital.


https://news.va.gov/124422/armed-forces-vacation-club-for-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/125408/how-to-use-cool-features-in-vas-official-mobile-app/
https://news.va.gov/125408/how-to-use-cool-features-in-vas-official-mobile-app/
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/trecms/pdf/AD1082304.pdf
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/home
https://www.military.com/

We visited the Kids in their rooms, and it was good to see that many of the Kids had parents with them.
We made the Kids Honorary Submariners and had a great time answering all their questions and those of
their parents!




We gave them our Kap(SS) 4 Kid(SS)
gifts, and our new K4K Teddy Bears
continue to be a Big hit!

It was also gratifying for our K4K
Team to receive "Thanks for Your
Service" wishes from the Kids, their
parents, and the hospital staff!

These Children need caring attention,
as much joy as we can give them, and
reminders that they are so much more
than their disease or condition.



We have Fun with the Kids and give them Honorary Submariner Certificates, Ball Kaps, Tattoos,
Challenge Coins, Wrist Bands and Teddy Bears. They also receive a Nautilus Submarine Photo signed by
our K4K Team, a Silent Service Coloring Book, a map showing the location of all US Submarine
Museums, and information brochures from the USS Nautilus Submarine Museum and the WWII
Submarine Memorial in Groton, CT.




We give them Therapeutic Relaxing Heart Shaped Squeeze Balls with the image of a Submarine stamped
on them. These are also big hits.

We also let them know that they would get a Special Tour and a USS Nautilus Challenge Coin from
Active-Duty Submariners if they visit the free USS Nautilus Submarine Museum.
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JOIN US IN BRINGING JOY TO SICK KIDS!

K4K: INFO / VIDEO / DONATE
https://www.ussvcf.org/kapss-4-kidss-fund.html

""We began by imagining that we are giving to them; we end by realizing that they have enriched
us" - Pope John Paul II

Public Affairs Officer (oao@ussvigroton.org) Jim Lawton

Karaoke Night Success!

Sadly we are losing our cook Katrina, but she did have a good send off!

Photos of the June 2025 JHolland Club Luncehon have been added to the Website

After the last meeting Joe Wread approached me, informing me that it was often difficult to hear what is


https://www.ussvcf.org/kapss-4-kidss-fund.html
https://www.ussvigroton.org/gallery-videos?lightbox=dataItem-mc8z6th7

being put out. He told me about a theater he recently went to that was broadcasting the movie’s audio out
to the audience via Bluetooth to hearing aids. He also told me that he would be willing to purchase said
technology should I find something to support this dueing our meeting. I was very suprised to hear this
personally, as I was unaware of the use of this. I am happy to announce that I have found such a device! I
will have it for the meeting for July 7.

Here are some details about the device I will be setting up, so you can be prepared:

HomeSpot BA210 v2 Bluetooth Auracast Transmitter, LC3, AptX Lossless, AptX HD, Optical & 3.5mm
Inputs, Compatible with Galaxy Buds 2 Pro, Buds 3, JY300 JM320, Hearing Aids and Bluetooth
Headphones

This table provides the details:

Auracast-compatible Hearing Aids Supported by BA210 v2

THROUGH MANUFACTURER'S APP

Resound Nexia / Savia / Vivia

Jabra Enhance Pro 20 / Pro 30

Beltone Serene / Envision /
Commence

danalogic Extend

Danavox Brisa

INEED QK ASSISTANT / ANDROID BA

Jabra Enhance Select 500

StarKey Edge Al




LE Audio-capable hearing aids without Auracast and **NOT** supported by BA210 v2

Rexton |Reach

Signia  [Pure Charge&Go IX / Styletto IX / Active Pro IX

Widex  |Allure

Oticon [Intent

Philips  |[Hearlink 9050

Events and are posted in the Clubhouse on the Raspberry display above the cash register, On the opening
splash page of our website https://www.ussvigroton.org , and on our Events page
https://www.ussvigroton.org/events.

Something else of note, we now have a new ATM in the Clubhouse
courtesy of Navy Federal!



https://www.ussvigroton.org/events

Last Name

Borders

Borysewicz Sr.

Bottum Jr.
Breard
Buff
Cantrell, Jr.
Cole
Colella
Croft
Delmore
Dettman

Dominguez, Jr.

Donnelly
Dotts
Ferrigno Sr.
Fetkin
Fischetti
Flesher
Frabutt
Frizzola
Ganns
Ginglardi
Golden
Gorman
Groomes
Hackett
Hartigan
Haugland
Hayden
Hirt
Hodges
Holland
Holmstedt
Hunter
Johnson
Kenny
Kinsall
Kreul
Lary, Jr.
Lovelady
Maloney
Miller

USSVI GROTON BASE JULY BIRTHDAY LIST

Happy Birthday to All Who Continue to Celebrate

First Name

John M.
William W.
George E.
Jhean M.
Joseph J.
Claud F.
Barry

Earl

Robert A.
Vincent
Terry A.
Jesse
Michael
Charles H.
Anthony P.
George J.
John
Jeffrey
Anthony W.
Robert
Kevin J.
Alan
Clarence A.
Andrey
Charles C.
David K.
John

Kirk M.
Delbert Wayne
Kenneth L.
Michael W.
Mike
Herbert A.
Jack E.
Thomas L.
Michael John
Alvin G.
Raymond E.
Robert William
Kayla
Patrick J.
Lawrence H.

Date

20
20
25
24
22
09
28
05
19
11
21
14
21
10
27
29
25
15
06
21
31
15
17
26
15
27
09
23
11
07
18
30
22
10
08
27
26
23
10
31
21
26

Last Name

Nankee
Neill

Neill
Nellums
Norton
Novosad
Pelletier
Petta
Pickett
Probasco
Redding
Reinhart
Rier
Rusczyk
Russack
Ryan
Schmidt
Schneider
Schumate
Schwartzel
Sepulveda
Shipman
Sidlovsky
Staples
Stein
Stephenson
Theobald
Tiede
Tierney, Jr.
Walker
Wallace
Warnock
Weaver
Weinberger
White
Whitty
Williams
Wise
Wylie
Zujus

First Name

Richard L.
Bob

Robert E.
Frederick B.
Wesley
Stephen L.
Ronald W.
Alfred L.
Wayne E.
Dale R.
Sterling J.
Ronald
Danny T.
Richard

Barry Bernard
William G.
Ralph A.
Gary

Jimmy C.
Mark

Angel L.
William Lawrence
John R.
Norman A.
Randall C.
Gary R.
Raymond
Randy L.
James Stephen
Ryan C.
Robert W.
Richard A.
James F.
Arthur K.
Dexter
Francis Frederick
Charles R.
Rick

Edward C.
Raymond

Date

20
23
18
07
01
19
02
30
19
23
15
07
08
27
05
15
17
31
30
28
10
11
09
28
15
25
26
19
23
08
29
25
17
29
28
01
01
05
29
09



Mordecai Mark S. 21
USSVI GROTON BASE JULY ETERNAL PATROL LIST

07/01/14 Flanagan Bernard
07/01/24 Ford Charles
07/01/11 Impellizeri Joseph
07/01/19 Paterson Alexander
07/01/11 Valero Warren
07/02/14 Billing Clare
07/02/20 Guilfoil Thomas
07/02/12 Richardson, Sr. Robert
07/02/98 Yost Harry
07/06/03 Quijada Christoper
07/07/21 Kazlauskas George
07/07/17 Tomac Sr. Richard
07/08/14 Armstrong Dex
07/08/08 Brazil John
07/08/08 Caldwell Harry
07/08/09 Lamanque, Jr. Claude
07/08/08 Shipman William
07/10/16 Swedin Herbert
07/10/14 Bennett Walter
07/11/24 Reisinger William
07/11/20 Young Robert
07/13/09 Hackett Raymond
07/13/14 Reynolds, Jr. Advah
07/15/99 Schirch Roland
07/15/24 Sullivan John
07/16/16 Ator Roy
07/16/18 Bellman Rodney
07/16/05 Calverley Jimmie
07/18/14 Hamilton Robert
07/18/13 Liddon Victor
07/18/10 Smith Byron
07/19/21 Margiano, Jr. Raymond
07/19/16 McPhilmy John
07/19/15 Neighbors Jack
07/19/20 Sladky Charles
07/20/23 Bialek Joseph
07/20/14 Dennis Richard
07/20/12 Mehalick John
07/20/10 Temple, Jr. John
07/21/07 Cooper, Jr. Daniel
07/21/16 Herrington Arnold
07/21/18 Sutton, Jr. Charles
07/22/18 Amero Leo




07/23/18 Cushman, Jr. Charles
07/23/08 Wright Howard
07/24/20 Kabulis Joseph
07/24/03 Logano Frank
07/25/09 Nevel Stephen
07/26/02 Hawk Harry
07/26/16 Lukas(iewski) Richard
07/26/17 Serabian Paul
07/26/16 Walters Frank
07/27/01 Andrew Feindt
07/28/20 Hanzel, Jr. Joseph
07/29/06 Black lan
07/30/22 Anderson John Paul
07/31/15 Boyd Losee

I have one consolation that lives with me today. That God is near to
them in his own special way. So, God in all Your mercy keeps near
Thyself the soul of every Submariner still on his final patrol.

Lord this departed shipmate with Dolphins on his chest, is part of an
outfit known as the best.

Make him welcome and take him by the hand. You'll find without a
doubt he was the best in all the land.

So heavenly Father add his name to the roll of our departed

shipmates still on patrol. Let them know that we who survive will always keep their memories alive.



ITEMS OF INTEREST

https://www.thamesriverheritagepark.org/

Thames River Heritage Park

ONE RIVER. ATHOUSAND STORIES.

= DISCOVER
HE

= THAMES

€ connecTicuT

Next in the Park: July

— =

4 - el -
New Additions to Boat Tour Schedule

Full Moon Cruise on the Thames | 8pm
Thursday, July 10th & Friday, July 11th

Join us for a magical cruise down the river to Ledge Light as the full moon rises over
the Long Island Sound.

White Sails, Black Hands. African American Experience on CT Waters | 2:45pm
Saturday, July 12th

In collaboration with the Hempsted Houses, CT Landmarks, embark on an adventure
on the Thames to hear untold stories of important black figures from the region.




> wsrases sesiras | ms

Sun;iay, July 13th

This tour focuses on the accomplishments of the women who left a legacy and
longstanding contributions to life along the river.

BUY TICKETS

Live Animal Ambassadors

Creature Camouflage
TUE, JULY 1| 1PM
Bill Memorial Library, Groton

With the help of the Denison Pequotsepos
Nature Center, meet live animals and learn how
they use unique colors and patterns to
camouflage for survival. Explore different types
of camouflage and discover why hiding in plain
sight is such an important adaptation. No
registration is required.

MORE INFO

Your Time to Shine
Open Mic Night

THU, JULY 3| 5:30-7PM
Hygienic Art, New London

Poetry, comedy, spoken word...all talents are
welcome to participate. Comedians and poets
can hit the stage for a 5-minute time slot.
Musicians can perform 2 songs total. There is
no cover charge, but donations are always
appreciated. Every first Thursday of each
month, this event is hosted by Hygienic artists.

MORE INFO



Family Movie Night

Captain America: Brave New World
THU, JULY 3 | 7PM

City Municipal Building, Groton

Stay cool and indoors for movie night during
the first week of July. Enjoy ice pops while
watching the film in the air conditioned
auditorium. All children must be accompanied
by an adult. Bring your chairs and blankets for
a cozy timel

MORE INFO

Historical Boat Tours & Cruises
Thames River Heritage Park
FRI, JULY 4 | ALL DAY

Nautilus Dock, Groton

In Our Nation's Defense. Military Stories on
the Thames | 11AM & 12:45PM

Cruise past a Revolutionary battle site, a view
of the Coast Guard Academy and Submarine
Base New London. See where submarines are
built and how this region became the
Submarine Capital of the World.

BUY TICKETS

Concerts in the Park
Wild Nights

FRI, JULY 4 | 6:30-9PM
Washington Park, Groton

The annual summer concert series by City of
Groton Parks and Recreation returns for the
summer months. Bring your chair or blanket,
have dinner from the food trucks and enjoy
some great summer music! This community
event is perfect for all ages and co-sponsored
by Groton Utilities.

MORE INFO




Garde Arts Center

| Get Email Updates

EVENTS v VISIT v RENT v SUPPORT v EDUCATION v ABOUT v

Performance Theater in New London, Connecticut

All Events | Garde Arts Center (click for more info)

Nautilus Submarine Force Museum

YIJ‘UH SERVICEIS
NEEDED DAV

HISTORIC SHIP NAUTILUS SSN-571
SUBMARINE FORCE MUSEUM (SFM) IS ACTIVELY SEEKING VOLUNTEERS
FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY TO SERVE AS DOCENTS.

THE PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITES OF THE DOCENT
TO GREET PEOPLE AS THEY ENTER THE MUSEUM AND ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM MUSEUM PATRONS.

THE DOCENT WATCH MAY ALSO GIVE GUIDED TOURS TO PATRONS OR COORDINATE WITH THE STAFF FOR GUIDED
TOURS AND EVENTS THAT ARE EITHER BY REQUEST OR PRE-ARRANGED BY THE MUSEUMS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
THE DOCENT WATCH IS NORMALLY A 4-HOUR COMMITMENT ON DAYS THAT THE MUSEUM 1S OPENED, ROTATED AND

SHARED BY THE DOCENT TEAM

SINCE THE SHIPS DRYDOCK OVERHAUL IN 2022
THE MUSEUM HAS CONSISTENLTY GROWN OUTREACH BY 300% TO 500% EVERY SIX MONTHS AND THE DEMAND
SIGNAL FOR SUPPORT IN SCHOOLS AND WITH VARIOUS ASSOCIATONS IS CONTINUING TO GROW. DOCENTSAND  [Reg®™ S
VOLUNTEERS HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN OR CO-LEAD SOME OF THESE EVENTS WITH OUR EDUCATION k
DEPARTMENT.

O

* b b b ¢ ¢ X %

POINTS OF CONTACT:
OFFICER IN CHARGE AND SFM DIRECTOR: BRYAN.R CHAPMANG. MIL@US NAVY.MIL
DOCENT COORDINATOR AND SECURITY MANAGER: ELBERTON.A.MIXON2 MIL@US.NAVY.MIL



https://www.bing.com/alink/link?url=https%3a%2f%2fgardearts.org%2f&source=serp-local&h=CUrnhoYgyBqpqp45T5BjFvkvZlg35gYM5MWMnARbh9U%3d&p=lw_lstp&ig=3844E9A113CF435AB3875B572029C419&ypid=YN873x127750379
https://www.bing.com/alink/link?url=https%3a%2f%2fgardearts.org%2f&source=serp-local&h=CUrnhoYgyBqpqp45T5BjFvkvZlg35gYM5MWMnARbh9U%3d&p=lw_lstp&ig=3844E9A113CF435AB3875B572029C419&ypid=YN873x127750379
https://www.bing.com/alink/link?url=https%3a%2f%2fgardearts.org%2f&source=serp-local&h=CUrnhoYgyBqpqp45T5BjFvkvZlg35gYM5MWMnARbh9U%3d&p=lw_lstp&ig=3844E9A113CF435AB3875B572029C419&ypid=YN873x127750379
https://gardearts.org/events/

The Chapel On The Thames

The Chapel on the Thames (COT) is located aboard Naval Submarine Base New London in Groton and
offers both Protestant and Roman Catholic worship services for active-duty retired veterans and their
families.

The COT was originally conceived and constructed as a memorial to submariners, Officers and Enlisted
who lost their lives in the service of their country during the Second World War. The COT was opened on
December 3, 1944, 80 years ago and in it you will find many submarine related themes including
beautiful stained-glass windows and pews labeled with brass plates to memorialize specific submarines
from World War II.

All with base access are welcome to participate in scheduled services which are on Sundays as follows:
Protestant Service at 9:30 AM and Roman Catholic Mass at 11:30 AM. COT is located directly across the
parking lot from Dealey Center movie theater. We hope you will take the time to visit us at this historic
chapel.”



https://www.ussdelaware.org/projects.htm

USS Delaware Submarine
Association and Porch Beers USA are
back with Liberty Risk Part Il from
Big Oyster Brewery to honor the crew
of the USS Delaware returning from
their 2" deployment i Liberty
Risk

New this year: Less Liberty Risk Root Beer from
Heavy Seas for Sailors under 21 or who prefer not to
drink.

Liberty
Risk

Be a sponsor
$100 = 1 case for a Sailor
Includes your choice of:
~4-pack of Liberty Risk Part Il
- 6-pack of Less Liberty Risk Root Beer

Sponsorships are tax-deductible
- Scan the QR code
- Visit USSDelaware.org, click Donate, notate “Liberty Risk Sponsor”™
- Or see a Board Member to pay by cash or check



https://www.ussdelaware.org/projects.htm

